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Order for Choral Evensong 
 

The service begins when the hymn starts.    Please Stand. 
 
HYMN 

Come, ye faithful, raise the anthem, 
Cleave the skies with shouts of praise; 

Sing to him who found the ransom, 
Ancient of eternal Days, 

God of God, the Word incarnate, 
whom the heaven of heaven obeys. 

 
Ere he raised the lofty mountains, 
Formed the seas, or built the sky, 
Love eternal, free, and boundless, 

Forced the Lord of life to die, 
Lifted up the Prince of princes, on the throne of Calvary. 

 
Now on those eternal mountains 

Stands his sapphire throne, all bright, 
With the ceaseless alleluyas 

Which they raise, the sons of light; 
Sion's people tell his praises, Victor after hard-won fight. 

 
Bring your harps, and bring your incense, 

Sweep the string and pour the lay; 
Let the earth proclaim his wonders, 

King of that celestial day; 
He the Lamb once slain is worthy, who was dead, and lives for ay. 

 
Laud and honour to the Father, 

Laud and honour to the Son, 
Laud and honour to the Spirit, 

Ever Three and ever One, 
One in love, and One in splendour, while unending ages run. Amen. 
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THE CONFESSION 
Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places  
to acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness. Wherefore 
I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present,  
to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto  
the throne of the heavenly grace, saying with me: 
 

A general Confession to be said of the whole congregation after the Minister 

         All Kneel. 
All Almighty and most merciful Father,  
  We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
  We have followed too much   
  the devices and desires of our own hearts,    
  We have offended against thy holy laws,    
 We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

And we have done those things which we ought not to have done,  
And there is no health in us:  

  But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;  
  Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults,  

Restore thou them that are penitent, according to thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord:  

  And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,  
  That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
  To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 

The Absolution is pronounced by the Priest alone, standing: the people still 
kneeling. 

  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  who desireth not the death of a sinner,   
  but rather that he may turn from his  
  wickedness, and live; and hath given power, and commandment,  
  to his Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people,  
  being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of their sins:  
  He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent,  
  and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel.  
  Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance,  
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  and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him,  
  which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter  

may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father, which art in heaven,  
  Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come,    
  Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.    
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
  As we forgive them that trespass against us;    
  And lead us not into temptation,  
  But deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
  For ever and ever. Amen. 
  
  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
All And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

  O God, make speed to save us. 
All O Lord, make haste to help us.   All Stand 
   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
All As it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
All The Lord's Name be praised. 
         Please Sit 
PSALM 150    Set to C.V.Stanford (1852-1924) 
1.  O praise God in his holiness:  
  praise him in the firmament of his power. 
2.  Praise him in his noble acts:  
  praise him according to his excellent greatness. 
3. Praise him in the sound of the trumpet:  



 5 

  praise him upon the lute and harp. 
3. Praise him in the cymbals and dances:  
  praise him upon the strings and pipe. 
4. Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals:  
  praise him upon the loud cymbals. 
5. Let everything that hath breath:  
  praise the Lord. 
  
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON     Isaiah 35. 1-8 
Read by Lesley Behrendt 
 
MAGNIFICAT      Please Stand 
  My soul doth magnify the Lord : 
  and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
  For he hath regarded : 
  the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 
  For behold, from henceforth : 
  all generations shall call me blessed. 
  For he that is mighty hath magnified me : 
  and holy is his Name. 
  And his mercy is on them that fear him : 
  throughout all generations. 
  He hath showed strength with his arm : 
  he hath scattered the proud  
  in the imagination of their hearts. 
  He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 
  and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
  He hath filled the hungry with good things : 
  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
  as he promised to our forefathers,  
  Abraham and his seed, for ever.    Luke 1.46-55 
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  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen.  
        Please Sit 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON    Luke 12. 22-34  
Read by Alison Lornie 
  
NUNC DIMITTIS     Please Stand 
  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in  peace,  
  according to thy word.  
  For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  
  Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 
  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  
  world without end. Amen.    Luke 2.29 
 

THE APOSTLES' CREED Facing the High Altar we say together: 

  I believe 
All in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,    
  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
  Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried:  
  He descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
  He ascended into heaven,  
  And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
  I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church;  
  The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins;  
  The Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
All And with thy spirit. 
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  Let us pray.     All Kneel 
   

  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
All Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. Our Father... 
All Which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,    
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
  in earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  And forgive us our trespasses,  
  As we forgive them that trespass  
  against us; And lead us not into temptation,    
  But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
All And grant us thy salvation. 
 

  O Lord, save the King. 
All And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 

  Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
All And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 

  O Lord, save thy people. 
All And bless thine inheritance. 
 

  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
All Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
  but only thou, O God. 
 

  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
All And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 

COLLECT Then shall follow three Collects: The first of the day: 
  God of all creation, we thank thee for the gift of flowers; 
  for their colours that brighten our days, 
  their fragrance that lifts our spirits, 
  and their delicate petals that remind us of life’s tender moments. 
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  May each blossom be a whisper of your love, 
  each bloom, a reminder of your care, 
  and each season’s garden a promise of renewal. 
 Help us to cherish and protect the beauty you have placed in our 
 world, and to share that vision of hope  
 with others in kindness and joy. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Ghost,  
one God, world without end.  

All Amen. 
 

The Second Collect at Evening Prayer: 
  O God, from whom all holy desires,  
  all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
  Give unto thy servants that peace which  
  the world cannot give; that both our hearts  
  may be set to obey thy commandments,  
  and also that by thee we being defended  
  from the fear of our enemies  
  may pass our time in rest and quietness;  
  through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
All Amen. 
 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils: 
  Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee,  
  O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us  
  from all perils and dangers of this night;  
  for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
All Amen.      Please Sit 
 
ANTHEM Thou visiteth the earth  Greene 
    
SERMON By Father Damian Harrison-Miles  
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HYMN       Please Stand 
 

How shall I sing that Majesty, which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 

Thousands of thousands stand around Thy throne, O God most high; 
Ten thousand times ten thousand sound, Thy praise; but who am I? 

 
Thy brightness unto them appears, whilst I thy footsteps trace; 

A sound of God comes to my ears, but they behold thy face. 
They sing because thou art their Sun; Lord, send a beam on me; 

For where heaven is but once begun, there alleluyas be.  
 

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, inflame it with love's fire; 
Then shall I sing and bear a part with that celestial choir. 

They sing because thou art their Sun; Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun, there alleluias be. 

 
How great a being, Lord, is thine, which doth all beings keep! 

Thy knowledge is the only line to sound so vast a deep. 
thou art a sea without a shore, a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, thy place is everywhere. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    Please Kneel 
  Let us pray for the Church and for the world, 
  and thank God for his goodness.  
   

  Lord, hear us.  
All    Lord, graciously hear us.   The prayers conclude with: 
 
THE GRACE 
All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
  be with us all, evermore. Amen.          2 Corinthians 13. 
 
HYMN & COLLECTION    Please Stand 
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Please place your offering inside the bag and pass it along the  
pew to the next person. If you pay tax, please use a gift-aid  
envelope, completing the front. Contactless devices are available at the 
back of Church.  
 

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For the beauty of each hour, of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above, pleasures pure and undefiled, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For each perfect gift of thine, to our race so freely given, 
Graces human and divine, flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our grateful hymn of praise. 
 

For thy Church which evermore, lifteth holy hands above, 
Offering up on every shore, her pure sacrifice of love, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our grateful hymn of praise. 
 
THE BLESSING 
  The Lord be with you 
All and with thy spirit. 
  
  May God who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds, 
  who leads the sheep to pasture and the deer to water, 
  who multiplied loaves and fishes  
  and changed water into wine,  
  lead us, feed us, multiply us  
  and change us to reflect the glory of Jesus; 
  and the blessing of God almighty,  
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     the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  be among you and remain with you always.  
All    Amen.              
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY The servers, choir and clergy depart 
 
The Book of Common Prayer 1662 /1928  
Common Worship 2000 & Times & Seasons 2006 © Archbishop’s Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


