St James’ Church, Weybridge
Easter Day 2026 - Sermon Notes

Introduction and Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen! “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy, he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3)

Today’s Readings

First Reading Acts 10:34-43
In the house of Cornelius, Peter proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen
saviour.

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10
The two Marys meet the risen Jesus and are sent to tell the news to the disciples.

HOMILY “So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his
disciples.” (Matthew 28:8)

When leading worship with children, it is sometimes just wonderful the responses to questions.
Recently | held up a large chocolate egg and asked, “What is the most important thing we find
inside an Easter egg?” Lots of hands went up, and one child spoke clearly, with conviction, and
said, “My mum told me, that a chocolate egg contains calories!” Of course they weren’t wrong,
and God does seem to keep pointing out to me that chocolate is not always the best idea, but
really the answer | was hoping for was “new life!”

An egg is of course a brilliant way to explain the empty tomb of Easter and the Gospel we have just
heard. But | suspect that when we think of the story of Easter Day and the resurrection of Jesus,
draw upon a combination of all four Gospel account. These present us with a similar foundation,
painted in different and bright technicolour. They are all about life overcoming death, yet each has
its own emphases and style. This year (A in the Revised Common Lectionary) we have been
following Matthew’s Gospel, who likes stark contrasts!

Throughout the Gospel according to Matthew we find good and bad, wise and foolish, sheep and
goats and even Jew and Gentile. His account of Easter Day is no different, with two very different
sets of responses. First there are the disciples, fearful and doubtful, while also joyful, worshipping
and obedient. In contrast, the enemies of Jesus are anxious, cynical, manipulative and downright
dishonest.

Last week, Palm Sunday, we heard that after Jesus’ had died and was buried, the religious elite,
the chief priests and pharisees persuaded Pilate to provide soldiers to watch the tomb. You see
they feared that the disciples might steal the body and claim that Jesus was alive, risen from the
dead, as “that impostor” had claimed he would (Matthew 27:63).

Today’s soldiers are at the tomb, along with Mary Magdalene and another Mary, when an angel
appears, announcing that Jesus has risen. The soldiers are utterly terrified, becoming “like dead
men” (Matthew 28:4). Some of them then report what has happened to the chief priests, who,
rather than admitting that they’ve been wrong about Jesus all along, now devise another plan,
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bribing the soldiers to say that while they were sleeping the disciples stole the body (Matthew
28:11-15). Politics is at play here, and one lie is followed by another. They hope their deception
will continue. But Jesus being alive again is no lie, the Easter Miracle has happened just as the Lord
of life and love predicted. And there is no darkness that can overcome this new life and light!

Interwoven in today’s Gospel is the contrasting story of the love and obedience of the female
disciples. The two Marys make their way at dawn to the tomb and these devoted followers of our
Lord are the first to hear of the resurrection. Although afraid, they quickly respond to the angel’s
instruction, and with joy share this news with the disciples (Matthew 28:8). Women tell the news
Good News of the risen Lord. The angel tells them that they will see Jesus in Galilee, but he
actually meets them almost immediately, and they worship him. (Matthew 28:10). The joy of the
Easter message is one to be shared!

So, while the religious leaders struggle to maintain their web of lies, God is about a new thing, new
life, and not just for one nation for Israel, but for the whole world, for all time and eternity. And nit
a chocolate egg in sight!

We may feel that Matthew’s rather polarised narrative doesn’t quite do justice to the complexities
of human responses to the Gospel today. In those tumultuous first days, doubtless there was
indeed a black and white character to the drama of faith and unbelief in the Gospel. But maybe in
our daily lives everything feels a bit greyer. Know what | mean?

We spend most of our lives in the grey space, and for some of us that is exactly how we like it. |
guess some won’t want the challenge of Easter morning, perhaps we don’t want to be
transformed — maybe the bright light of resurrection is just too much. Yet, today we have a Gospel
to proclaim, which shines with bright technicolour. We have work to be about, and we too are
sent, just like the two Marys and the other disciples of the Lord. They lived in a time of
persecution, and some Christians in the world today still experience active hostility to the Gospel.
Here in Weybridge and surrey, it is more likely that we will find ignorance and indifference, but
none the less, we are sent to be disciples of the risen Lord, to shine with the light of faith.

Matthew presents us with a genuine challenge and an unavoidable choice. Do we really believe
that Jesus has the power of life over death? Just like the eggs we share; new life springs forth from
the tomb, just as a chick breaks through the shell of an egg. The world around us is not black and
white and neither is the Gospel — it is full of bright technicolour, life and light and hope! We are
called to be disciples of this light, life and hope - the resurrection light that overcomes all
darkness.

Like those first disciples, we may have doubts and fears, but we also have hope. As we worship the
risen Lord of life and love together, we experience something of his Kingdom, his new life in us.
And here at St James’ Church we participate in his work and share his life for ever. Alleluia, Christ
is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Father Damian Harrison-Miles, April 2026



