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St James’ Church, Weybridge 
 
Ash Wednesday 2026 
 
Introduction and Call to Worship 
We stand with all followers of Jesus – followers who have tried and failed, begun and 
ended, and brought new life and change to the world in which they lived. Today we 
mark the beginning of Lent, and start on a journey to let go of all that might stop us 
from sharing in Easter’s rejoicing. 
  
Today’s Readings 
First Reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10 
Recognising God’s reconciling grace enables us to be true, recognisable, living, 
rejoicing and giving ambassadors for Christ, who appeals to the world through us. 
  
Gospel John 8.1–11 
We who are sinful have no right to condemn one another. 
 
HOMILY 
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.” 12 Corinthians 5: 21 
 
Themes for today’s liturgy include our Lord’s sacrifice upon the cross, his self-less 
giving of his own life, in return for our redemption and his call to us to service in 
action. Our Lord intervenes in the suffering and unfair judgement of the woman who 
was in the sand of the temple precinct, with words of hope for us all, Jesus said, 
‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.” The rite 
of ashing itself reminding us of our mortality, in the Old Testament words, “Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”.  
 
One of my children has hit that phase of development where they are asking lots of 
questions. Recently, while stood in the fruit section of Sainsburys, they said, “Daddy, 
you are getting older, and soon you may die. How do you feel about that?” A fellow 
shopper in earshot burst out laughing, before heading off quickly in the other 
direction. Another passed by and commented quietly, “good luck responding to that 
one.” I tried to simply explain that life itself is a precious gift, to be treasured and 
enjoyed. That every day is a blessing and that, Godwilling, I have many more to come! 
But we know from scripture and our own experience that we face judgement.  
 
In the context of our belief in Jesus Christ, we do have choices about what happens to 
us – during our lives and also after death. In today’s reading from John’s Gospel, Jesus 
tells his hearers that we make choices, day by day, about what is valuable, important 
and right, not always realising that those choices have ultimate significance. If we 
follow the Church’s tradition and receive ash on our foreheads, we hear the words, 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 
I probably don’t need to remind you that the human condition is vulnerable! We only 
need to turn on the television or radio, read the news on our phones to encounter 
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tales of human suffering and death. From storms to sickness, natural disaster and war, 
and so much more. Human suffering is all around us and much of this is as a direct 
consequence of human failure, sin; that which separates us from God.  
 
Perhaps when we think about sin we are reminded of the scene in the Garden of Eden, 
found in the Genesis narrative. Human beings are created from the dust of the ground, 
and have the life of God breathed into them. In this myth they live contented, 
unencumbered by awareness of their mortality, until they eat the fruit of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. Then they become aware to their nakedness and 
vulnerability and propensity for sin. They know that as they came from the dust, so 
they will in the end return to the dust – as will we. 
 
On this day that marks the start of our Lenten journey, we are invited to think about 
our own mortality. As people in relationship with God who creates and renews, we are 
challenged not to pretend we are immortal, although we may wish that we were, 
especially when out shopping! Reflecting upon the harsh reality of life, not least when 
prompted to do so by a 4 years old’s inquisitive mind, is not easy. The words at the 
imposition of ashes can help: “Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.” The call to 
faithfulness for Christians is love; to follow the example of Jesus, our path through the 
worlds uncertainty.  
 
The ashes etched onto our forehead express in a visual and physical way our personal 
and communal mourning for sin and failure, and as we are marked with the cross, our 
commitment to live for Jesus. Lent is a time to make space in our lives for study of 
God’s word (this year in particular we will reflect upon characters in the passion 
narrative as we recall the Nails of Crucifixion) as we face the reality of our own 
weakness, take on all that hinders us from being Christ-like and commit ourselves a 
new to the service of the Lord and one another – his Church today.  
 
We do this in the promised hope of forgiveness, reconciliation and renewal, reminded 
that Jesus, our Saviour, while upon the cross, forgives the penitent thief, just as he 
forgave the woman in today’s Gospel. As Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians 
puts it, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
 
That call to repentance is at the heart of our Lenten observance yet it is true that 
facing the reality of our human condition, life and death, making space to reflect upon 
who we really are can be painful; it might require new eyes and ears for seeing, so that 
we recognise life, like our Lenten journey as a pilgrimage, an adventure towards a sure 
end, and that life is a gift, for living where Jesus says neither do I condemn you. 
Indeed, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 

Fr Damian Harrison-Miles, February 2026 


