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Meet the St James’ Weddings team!

Rector:  Fr Damian Harrison-Miles
Curate:  Fr Tom Musson

Administrator: Alyson Percival
Verger:  Phil Barnes
Director of Music: Lindsay Bridgwater
Churchwardens: Juliet Marsh 
   Steve Mason
Flower Team: Louise Beresford



Vision and values

We believe in a Church which
welcomes and serves all people
in the name of Jesus Christ; 
which is scripturally faithful; 
which seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
afresh for each generation;          
and which, in the power of the    
Holy Spirit, allows all to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep     
is the love of God – for all.



Congratulations!

2026



Why get married in church?

Churches are special places and 

there are some things about a church 

wedding that you just can’t get 

anywhere else.

Christians believe that marriage is a gift 
from God and is not to be taken for 
granted. 

Churches offer a sound basis for building 
family life and community.



St James’ offers nearly 1000 years of 
continuity and spirituality.

Why get married in church?

Getting married in a church means making 
promises before God.

Getting married in church involves a public 
declaration of love and commitment.



For more information visit:
www.churchofengland.org/life-events/your-church-wedding

The promises (vows) you make on your wedding day seal your 
love and commitment to each other for the rest of your lives. 
So, it makes sense to spend some time thinking about the 
words and all that they mean.

Promises, promises!

I, N , take you, N , to be my husband/wife, 
to have and to hold from this day forward;
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,
till death us do part; according to God's holy law.
in the presence of God, I make this vow. 



❖ At least one bible reading

❖ Set vows & legal declarations ❖ At least wo witnesses are required

Your wedding ceremony explained…     

❖ Set Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer 

Some elements of the service in church are set by 
law and are not optional: 

Your draft service sheet must be 
sent to the Parish Office to be 
approved by the Rector and 
Director of Music
BEFORE you have it printed. 

You can choose your music 
and hymns, poem and bible 
reading(s). We have a live 
music policy for services.



What is marriage all about?
Love

Companionship

Faithfulness

ChildrenFamily

Sex

Listening

Tolerance

Unity
God

Trust

Hope
Commitment

Fun
Struggle

Overcoming anything 
together

Compatibility





❖ Communication

❖ Constructive Conflict

❖Commitment

The three C’s of Marriage!



How well do you know your partner? Happy ever after!

Complete the questionnaire independently of each other…      
rate your answers for yourself and your partner!

1 = Highest priority
3 = Neither a high nor low priority

5 = Lowest priority

Then, if you dare … compare your results … !



Time to explore
St James’ Church
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