
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 20th May, 2022  

 

On the 29th May 2022 at 10am we look forward to welcoming the Rt Rev’d Andrew 
Watson, Bishop of Guildford, to St James’ Weybridge for a service of Confirmation and Holy 
Eucharist. 
 
The candidates to be confirmed come from both St James’ and some of our neighbouring 
churches, and we hope to have a church full of people to support them on this very special 
day. 
 
Confirmation marks the point in the Christian journey where those who have been 
baptised now make a firm personal commitment to live and work as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. If baptised as a child, these promises were made on your behalf by parents and 
godparents, and confirmation allows you to now make these promises and commitments 
yourself.  
 
Through prayer and the laying on of hands by a bishop, the Church asks God to fill each 
candidate with the power of the Holy Spirit to live the life of a Christian disciple. 
 
As followers of Christ, we are all called to live for Him every day of our lives; through 
everything we think, say and do by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A confirmation service allows us all to renew our own personal commitments to Christ, and to join 
together with our newly expanded church family to share Holy Communion. It is an experience of 
some significance for all who come together. 
 



After the conclusion of the service there will be a chance to congratulate our newly confirmed 
brothers and sisters, and to meet the Bishop over celebratory refreshments in the Parish Centre.   
 
With every blessing, 
 
Louise                                                                                                                   
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Help for Ukraine 
 

 
 
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today.  
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw 
near to them.  
We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion 
to guide their decisions.  
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold 
and protect them.  
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 

We may be able to give financially towards those in need, and I would strongly urge you to 
consider donating money to a recognised charity, so it can be used in the places where there 
is greatest need. The Disasters and Emergencies Committee (DEC) Ukraine Appeal 
[www.dec.org.uk] is a meeting of 14 of the largest charities experienced in working together 
in places of need. Donations can be made online or in person at a Post Office. 



There are many places to find out more about the conflict, how to support those 
campaigning for peace, and how to help those who may have to live amongst us until it is 
safe to return home.  Our national church site has more details 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/war-ukraine-responding 
and The Sanctuary Foundation here [https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/ has 
information about how to welcome refugees in the UK. 

More locally, the Weybridge Friends of Ukraine have lots of information here. 
https://www.allaboutweybridge.co.uk/weybridge-friends-of-ukraine 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Fundraising update: Funny money and a fabulous concert 

 

Our Access for All appeal which we launched last September is going really well, with over 
£140,000 already raised towards our £174,000 target. 

For the last two months we have been running a project called “Funny Money”- we simply 
asked people to turn out any old drawers for spare coins and notes, either British or foreign - 
these could be current or out of date. We were overwhelmed by the response and collected 
over £40kg of old coins as well as hundreds of notes.  

So far, this project has raised over £1500 with more to come - an amazing result. At the 
beginning of May, we held our Homeware sale - a chance to come and browse furnishings 
and fabrics, jigsaws, vintage chine and pre- loved designer handbags as well as choose from 
a vast array of delicious home-made cakes and then pick up a new plant for the garden. It 
was lovely to welcome so many people into our refurbished church hall - and they really 



enjoyed meeting up with friends old and new for a coffee and a chat. We are pleased to 
report the sale made just over £2000 for our funds. 

And, despite stiff competition from the Eurovision Song Contest and the Cup Final, over 150 
people recently enjoyed a concert in the church. Our organist and choir master, Lindsay 
Bridgwater and four of his musical friends treated us to renditions of well-known music - 
including Bach (organ), excerpts from West Side Story (two pianos ), Massenet ( violin), 
Jerome Kern (saxophone ) and songs including “I dreamed a dream” from Les Misérables. 
The finale was a toe tapping take on “I got rhythm” performed by all the musicians together. 
It was clear that the audience loved every minute of it and we were thrilled to raise £3000 
towards our target. We hope to be able to welcome many more people into the church for 
community events in the future. This is why it is so important for us to improve the access 
into the building so everyone can enjoy our beautiful building. 
 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Vacancy update from the wardens 

We are now six months into the vacancy at St James’ and the advertisement for a new Rector 
is currently appearing in the Church Times and we hope and pray that many are encouraged 
to apply for the position. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 27th May, then there is shortlisting, and interviews 
are scheduled for 27th & 28th June. Unfortunately, even if an appointment is made on the 
28th, as our Patron is the Lord Chancellor, no announcement can be made until a clear DBS 
disclosure has been received, and this can take several weeks. So, more patience will be 
required! 

For those who are interested the Parish Profile can be viewed on the church website: 
stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 

The Confirmation service on Sunday 29th May should prove to be a memorable day, not only 
for the candidates, but for all of us at St James’. It’s been a long time since there was a 
confirmation in our church and it will be wonderful to welcome alongside candidates from St 
James’ Candidates and their guests from other local churches and of course Bishop Andrew, 
to this special occasion. 

On a more mundane note, at this time of the year the Rectory garden, the parish’s 
responsibility during the vacancy, keeps on growing. If you are able to spare some time to 
help keep the garden under control, please speak to Steve and your time and talents will be 
put to good use! 

We continue to ask for your prayers for all at St James’ during this vacancy period. 

Jill & Steve 

Churchwardens 



Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Vacancy prayer 

A very important part of our journey through the current vacancy is for us all to pray; for all 
involved with the vacancy process, for the priest who will become our new Rector, for our 
curate, wardens and PCC members, and for ourselves as a Parish and church family at this 
time. The following may be used at our services, and you may wish to use it personally.  

God our Father,  

You have welcomed each of us into the family of your Church;  
in Jesus, you call us to be His Body in this place.  

Send down your Holy Spirit upon us  
at this time of uncertainty and change,  

to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer,  

that we may be true to our common Baptism,  
and bring new life to our Parish community.  

Guide with your heavenly wisdom  

all involved in discerning a new Rector for this Parish,  
that we may receive the priest you have prepared for your people:  

ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith,  
and lead us by example in loving obedience  

to your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  
_________________________________________________________________________  

Important dates for your diary 

Sat 21st  9am PCC meeting  
10am Pastoral interviews  

Sun 22nd  8am Said Eucharist  
10am Parish Eucharist (sung; Sunday School; refreshments),  



with Rev. Ben Cahill-Nicholls preaching 
Mon 23rd 2.30pm Funeral for Amanda Lanigan 
Tues 24th  7.30pm Handbells group in the Parish Centre 
Wed 25th  10am Holy Eucharist 
  7.30pm Choir Practice 
Thu 26th 1pm Foodbank session in church 
Sat 28th  10am Pastoral interviews in church 
  12noon - Wedding of Lucy Driver & Kieran Alderman 
Sun 29th   NO 8am Holy Eucharist today 

10am Deanery Confirmation Service (sung; Sunday School; refreshments) 
with Bishop Andrew 

Tues  31st  7.30pm Handbells group in the Parish Centre  
Wed 1st  10am Holy Eucharist 
  7.30pm Choir Practice 
Thu 2nd NO foodbank session due to the Bank Holiday 
Sat 4th  10am Pastoral Interviews 
  11.30 Holy Baptism 
Sun 5th  8am Said Eucharist  
  10am Parish Eucharist (sung: refreshments)  
     
Louise is off-duty Friday 27 May, and from 6 to 12 June inc.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

The 2022 Christian Aid Appeal, 15th - 21st May 

 

Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can change lives. 

Drought starves. It robs women of the power to farm and grow food for their families. 

Now, for the first time in a generation, global poverty is rising. Covid-19, conflict and the 
climate crisis are pushing more of our global neighbours into a struggle for survival. 

This Christian Aid Week (15-21 May), please: 

● Give generously to help women grow crops that survive in the drought. 

● Act and raise your voice for justice. Join our Loss and Damage campaign 



● Pray that families will stay strong during tough times of drought. 

Together, we can turn hunger into hope. 

Donations can be made: 

In church:  via collection envelopes or card reader 
Or online:  St James’ Christian Aid and via this QR code:  
 

 

Or via the Parish Office. 

Howard - please add hyperlink to https://giving.give-star.com/microsite/christian-
aid/christian-aid-week/fundraising-page/st-james-weybridge-christian-aid-week-2022 

Foodbank needs  

Donations to the Foodbank overall have been declining in the last few weeks but the need 
and demand upon the foodbank is ever increasing.  A gentle request, every tin or packet 
that is received will go to help those who are in need.  If we all gave one item a week…. 



 

 

 



__________________________________________________________________________ 
Prayers requested  

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only 
are given, for data protection reasons):  

Mary, Simon,  Graham,  Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Trevor, 
Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath, Dave, Ansar, 
Bernie, Jeanette, Ian, Bob, Josephine, Anthony, Tricia.  

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Julie 
Gunner, Amanda Lanigan, Brian Dawe 

In the year’s mind: Neville Bain, Emma Broad, Franklin Rice (Priest), Kathleen Moran, Gladys 
Tribius, Joyce Hunt, Janett Abbott, Tom Abercrombie, George Parry, Mary Coke, Reginald Cox, 
Barbara Simond, Chunks Gunner 

If you have any family members whom you would like to be added to our list of those in the 
year’s mind, please do send details to Louise via the Parish Office.  

___________________________________________________________________________  

The readings for the coming fortnight  

Sunday 22nd May - 6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts of the Apostles, chapter 16, 5 verses 9 - 15  

The Gospel of John, chapter 5, verses 1 - 9  

Sunday 29th May - Deanery Confirmation Service 

Acts of the Apostles, chapter 16, verses 16 - 34 

The Gospel of John, chapter 17, verses 20 - 26 

NRSV versions (the one we use in church) of these readings can be found online using 
the Oremus Bible Browser.  

https://bible.oremus.org/  

________________________________________________________________  

 

 



Endnotes 
 
We live stream and record our 10am Parish Eucharist on Sundays. News and further 
information is also available online.  

Find us: on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at 
www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to 
dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk  

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.  

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069  

Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  

This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


