Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 4th March, 2022

Now entering Lent, we have hung our 16 Stations of the Cross pictures throughout the nave
of St James’. These striking and inspired illustrations are based upon the original paintings
held within the Benedictine Community at Turvey Abbey. Rich in colour, they trace Christ’s
journey to the cross, from Peter’s sad denial of his Master and Jesus’ willing acceptance of
his cross to the crucifixion and entombment, ending with the joy and hope of the
Resurrection.

They offer a vivid feeling of increasing darkness as Christ journeys towards the Cross and the
fulfilment of his destiny. From the sombre, dark, and beautiful presentation of the
entombment we meet Christ risen in glory: darkness to light, sorrow to joy, despair to hope,
death to resurrection. The image of the risen Lord in station 16 shatters the overwhelming
feeling of darkness and doom with its vivacious display of colour sympathetic with the
immense joy of the resurrection. Christ is risen!
The journey to the cross is the story of each person’s passage from life to death to life; thus,
from station to station we are led in meditation on the cross in the world today.
We will hold a weekly time of a guided and reflective walk around the Stations of the Cross,
the days and times vary to give as many people as possible an opportunity to attend. Leaders
of the walks, and the reflections used will vary; participation is encouraged but not
compulsory. If you have not experienced the “Stations” as yet, do please consider coming
along just once, it is an intriguing way of walking in the Footsteps of Christ during this Lenten
season.
Louise
___________________________________________________________________________T

The Space Barons - thank you!
Thank you to everyone who attended the wonderful Space Barons talk given by Stephen
Carver, in aid of our Access for All appeal. It was a really enjoyable evening and we all
learned a lot and raised just over £1,000 in the process.

__________________________________________________________________________

Easter services at St James’

__________________________________________________________________________

Car Parking in Churchfields Car Park

There is now a charge for parking in Churchfields Car Park from noon on Sundays.
The good news is that the midday start means that there is plenty of time to come to church
and leave after a coffee whilst parking is still FREE before the charging starts.
___________________________________________________________________________
Vacancy prayer
A very important part of our journey through the current vacancy is for us all to pray; for all
involved with the vacancy process, for the priest who will become our new Rector, for our
curate, wardens and PCC members, and for ourselves as a Parish and church family at this
time. The following will be used at our services, and you may wish to use it personally.

God our Father,
You have welcomed each of us into the family of your Church;
in Jesus, you call us to be His Body in this place.
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us
at this time of uncertainty and change,
to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer,
that we may be true to our common Baptism,
and bring new life to our Parish community.
Guide with your heavenly wisdom
all involved in discerning a new Rector for this Parish,
that we may receive the priest you have prepared for your people:
ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith,
and lead us by example in loving obedience
to your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
_________________________________________________________________________

Important dates for your diary
Sat 5th
Sun 6th
Tues 8th
Wed 9th
Sat 12th
Sun 13th
Wed 16th
Thu 17th
Fri 18th
Sat 19th
Mon 21st
Wed 23rd

9am gardening group meet, pastoral interviews 10am
8am Said Eucharist
10am Parish Eucharist (sung; no Sunday School; refreshments)
Bandi Mbubi preaching at 10am
Stations of the cross 7.30pm
10am Holy Eucharist
10am Pastoral interviews in church
Baptism at 11.30am
8am Said Eucharist
10am Parish Eucharist (sung; Sunday School; refreshments)
10am Holy Eucharist
Stations of the cross 7.30pm
Funeral for Maurice Cargill 3.30pm
10am Pastoral interviews in church
Funeral for Tony Davis 12noon
Funeral for Deborah Chaplin 1.30pm

_________________________________________________________________________
Appeal for Altar Servers

The Catholic Anglican tradition places the sacrament at the centre of worship. The
worshipper is engaged in the wonder and mystery of God’s presence and released from
everyday distractions by means of a visually rich liturgy with processions, vestments,
candles and music. The altar servers are lay members of the congregation and assist the
clergy as they carry out the rites of the liturgy following the sacred cycle of the Christian
year.
New servers are given induction and training and provided with vestments. The actions of
the serving team have a high profile in the service but paradoxically, as individuals,
servers are required to fade into the background so teamwork, anticipation and
conformity in dress and conduct are key attributes. Altar servers are privileged to
participate at the heart of worship in the sanctuary and to experience the enhanced
understanding of the liturgy and spiritual awareness this brings.
We would invite anyone who is interested, from teenagers to our most venerated, active
members of the congregation to consider if this could be a role for you. There are a
variety of roles that the serving team undertake and you would serve at times convenient
to you. Someone once said to me, ‘the preparation of the sacrament is as beautiful as
watching a dance.’ Please think about joining in the dance here at St James'.
Please contact Louise or Jane if you would like more information,
revlouisebishop@btinternet.com janekmason@btinternet.com
_________________________________________________________________________
The 2022 St James’ Lent Appeal
Welcome to our 2022 Lent outreach campaign. We are partnering with the Manna
Society in London, and we’re proud of our 30-year relationship with them.
The Manna Society provides a number of services including food, showers, housing and
welfare advice, access to computers, clean clothing and more, and have done so since 1982.
So what's our ask? Could you donate £1 per day or £40 for the Lenten period? That's the
equivalent of two coffees per week. Two coffees could make a world of difference in a
disadvantaged person’s life.

Foodbank needs
As ever, we are in need of any spare carrier bags that you may have at home or in the car.

__________________________________________________________________________

Our next Gardening mornings are on Saturdays 5th March and 2nd April
All help is welcomed, from anyone who would love to help keep St James’ plot looking at its
best, from flower beds to dealing with ivy to helping keep shrubs in check. Come and join
in, you are assured of a warm welcome, good company, and cake!

___________________________________________________________________________
Prayers requested
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only
are given, for data protection reasons):
Mary, Simon, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John,
Barbara, Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark,
Cath, Dave, Ansar, Bernie, Jeanette, Ian, Bob, Josephine & Anthony.
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Deborah
Chaplin, Anthony Davis, Maurice Cargill
In the year’s mind: Claus Tribius, Gwendoline Nichols, Madeleine Mason-Phipps, Tania Pond,
Dimp Balcombe, David Banton, Iris Mais, Bob Sears, Donald Lympany
If you have any family members whom you would like to be added to our list of those in
the year’s mind, please do send details to Louise via the Parish Office.
___________________________________________________________________________

The readings for the coming fortnight
Sunday 6th March - 1st Sunday in Lent
Romans 10.8b -13
Luke 4 Verses 1-13
Sunday 13th March - 2nd Sunday in Lent
Phillipians 3.17 - 4.1
Luke 13:31 - end.
NRSV versions (the one we use in church) of these readings can be found online using
the Oremus Bible Browser.
https://bible.oremus.org/
________________________________________________________________
Endnotes
We live stream and record our 10am Parish Eucharist on Sundays. News and further
information is also available online.
Find us: on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at
www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to
dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

