
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 4th March, 2022 

 

The situation unfolding in Ukraine is almost beyond understanding. We are buffeted by what 
is taking place and what we are learning about the situation on the ground in Ukraine. Our 
hearts are wrenched, and we feel helpless before such aggression and conflict. 

We all ask, what can we do? It is a very human reaction to want to help our sisters and 
brothers in need, and we have all seen the outpouring of assistance being given from around 
the world. There are many ways to love and serve our neighbours, and we must all pray for 
wisdom as to what we each are called to do. 

Both our Archbishops along with Pope Francis have urged us all to pray earnestly for peace, 
for a cessation of hostilities, and for safe passage for refugees to flee. Many candles have 
been lit and prayers offered in St James’. 
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today.  
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw 
near to them.  
We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion 
to guide their decisions.  
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold 
and protect them.  
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 

We may be able to give financially towards those in need, and I would strongly urge you to 
consider donating money to a recognised charity, so it can be used in the places where there 
is greatest need. The Disasters and Emergencies Committee (DEC) Ukraine Appeal 



[www.dec.org.uk] is a meeting of 14 of the largest charities experienced in working together 
in places of need. Donations can be made online or in person at a Post Office. 

There are many places to find out more about the conflict, how to support those 
campaigning for peace, and how to help those who may have to live amongst us until it is 
safe to return home.  Our national church site has more details  at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/community-action/war-ukraine-responding 
and The Sanctuary Foundation at https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/ has information 
about how to welcome refugees in the UK. 

More locally, the Weybridge Friends of Ukraine have lots of information at 
https://www.allaboutweybridge.co.uk/weybridge-friends-of-ukraine 

___________________________________________________________________________S
Stations of the Cross 

 

Walking, praying and reflecting on the Stations of the Cross is a different type of spiritual 
practice. This year, the similarities between the story of Christ’s journey through Jerusalem 
and the world around us, is highly resonant. The picture shown above, The Women of 
Jerusalem, reminds us that too often those looking on, and the most directly affected, are 
women and children. 

Our remaining Stations of the Cross guided reflections are Tuesday 22 March at 2.30pm, 
Monday 28 March at 7.30pm and Wednesday 6 April at 2.30pm.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Easter services at St James’ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

St James’ Church - Electoral Roll and upcoming APCM 



We have reached that time of the year again when we are preparing for our Annual Church 
Parochial Meeting (APCM) on the 24 April 2022 at 11.30am. 

We are currently revising our Electoral Roll which shows the membership of our church. 
Belonging to St James’ is not conditional upon being on the Roll, but the number of people 
on individual Church Electoral Rolls does help to inform the Church of England nationally and 
locally as to its membership.   

Being on the Roll here allows you to have a vote at the APCM, and to help elect Parish 
Council members and Church Wardens who guide and steer St James’.  

Over the last two years of pandemic restrictions all paperwork was of necessity kept to a 
minimum, but now we would like to bring things up to date and for our Roll to accurately 
reflect St James’ today.  

We will have a copy of our existing Roll in church, showing who is currently on it. If you are 
not and would like to be, then the relevant forms will be available for you to complete. 
People can be added to the Roll throughout the year, but for the purposes of the APCM, you 
must  be added to the Electoral Roll by 5 April 2022.  

Any questions, please speak to Louise, Jill or Steve. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Vacancy update 

We are now well into our fourth month of our Vacancy and St James’ continues to offer a 
strong spiritual presence, being ably led by Louise, our Assistant Curate.  Louise has helped to 
provide continuity and familiarity during this transition period and we are lucky to have her. 
Over the coming weeks Louise will prepare and lead our Easter services, as she did at 
Christmas, and your prayers and support for Louise are requested.  

We have welcomed a number of guest preachers over the last few weeks and this Sunday 
20th March we look forward to hearing from Ann Davison (one of our own Occasional 
Preachers). Looking ahead a little, to 3rd April we will welcome Andrew Falconer to the 10 am 
service. (Andrew holds a Guildford Occasional Preaching license).  

Our final draft of the Parish Profile will shortly be ready for sharing with the PCC, Patron and 
Diocese etc before its final adoption by the PCC at our “Section 11” meeting on the 25th April. 
It is at this meeting our two parish representatives involved in the vacancy selection process 
are appointed. Those appointed have the onerous responsibility of representing the whole 
Parish in the important next steps of selecting our new Rector. In the weeks following the 
“Section 11” the post of Rector will be advertised in The Church Times and other locations.  
Dates for advertising have now been agreed with the Diocese as   6th, 13th & 20th May with a 
closing date for applications of 27th May. So, the process remains on track, moving steadily 



on and if anyone has any questions do ask one of us, and we will try and answer them! 

 As mentioned in our last ‘Update’ the Rectory is now the responsibility of the Parish. If 
anyone would like to join a group working in the garden there, please get in touch with us. 
The Rectory will need decorating by the Parish in due course, but, this is likely to be done by 
professionals, but, we are still waiting to hear what the Diocese plans to do at the house to 
upgrade it.  

We continue to ask for your prayers for all at St James’ during this vacancy period. 

 Jill & Steve 
Churchwardens  

Vacancy Prayer 

A very important part of our journey through the current vacancy is for us all to pray; for all 
involved with the vacancy process, for the priest who will become our new Rector, for our 
curate, wardens and PCC members, and for ourselves as a Parish and church family at this 
time. The following will be used at our services, and you may wish to use it personally.  

God our Father,  

You have welcomed each of us into the family of your Church;  

in Jesus, you call us to be His Body in this place.  
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us  

at this time of uncertainty and change,  
to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer,  

that we may be true to our common Baptism,  

and bring new life to our Parish community.  
Guide with your heavenly wisdom  

all involved in discerning a new Rector for this Parish,  

that we may receive the priest you have prepared for your people:  
ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith,  

and lead us by example in loving obedience  
to your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  
_________________________________________________________________________  



Access for All Appeal 

Our current total raised is around £120,000 so a little nearer to our £175,000 target.  
We have several fundraising initiatives in the pipeline, but really need your help to get us nearer 
getting this built. So, a challenge, what could you do? Host a coffee morning, bake and sell cakes, 
grow plants, or…..insert your choice…every little helps! 
 
Funny money - is a case in point, you have found us staggering amounts of odd loose change which 
will be sent off soon to be exchanged for sterling. We are going to close this appeal on the 1st of May, 
so there is still some weeks to search for any more odd coins and notes that might be lingering in a 
drawer. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Important dates for your diary  

Sat 19th   9am Pastoral interviews 10am 
  7pm Rentstart Concert in church  
Sun 20th   8am Said Eucharist  

    10am Parish Eucharist (sung; Sunday School; refreshments)  
Ann Davison preaching at 10am 

Mon 21st   12noon Funeral for Tony Davis  
Tues 22nd   Stations of the cross 2.30pm 
Wed 23rd   10am Holy Eucharist 

 1.30pm Funeral for Deborah Chaplin 
Thur 24th 7.30pm PCC 
Sat 26th   10am Pastoral interviews in church 

7.30pm Walton Voices Concert in church 
Sun 27th   8am Said Eucharist  

10am Parish Eucharist (sung; Sunday School; refreshments)  
Mon 28th   7.30pm Stations of the Cross 
Wed 30th   10am Holy Eucharist 
Fri 1st   Next newsletter due out 
Sat 2nd  9am Gardening Group 

10am Pastoral interviews in church  
  
Howard - can you add hyperlinks please 
 
Rentstart   https://www.rentstart.org/our-events 
Walton Voices    https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/waltonvoices 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Don’t forget… 

 
 

Don’t forget; British Summer Time starts on Sunday 27 March - clocks go forward one 
hour! Also a good time to check all your smoke detectors, do they need new batteries? 
 
Don't forget: parking charges in Churchfields Car park start at 12noon every Sunday.  

_________________________________________________________________________

The 2022 St James’ Lent Appeal  

Welcome to our 2022 Lent outreach campaign. We are partnering with the Manna 
Society in London, and we’re proud of our 30-year relationship with them. 

The Manna Society provides a number of services including food, showers, housing and 
welfare advice, access to computers, clean clothing and more, and have done so since 1982.  

So what's our ask? Could you donate £1 per day or £40 for the Lenten period? That's the 
equivalent of two coffees per week. Two coffees could make a world of difference in a 
disadvantaged person’s life.  

Learn more about Sarah and Martin, and their struggle to find appropriate housing… 

We have been worried about a vulnerable young couple, Sarah and Martin, who came to 
us, having both fled violent situations in their respective hometowns, outside of London. 
They both had complex health and social care problems and were sleeping in a tent in 
central London. The cold weather was exacerbating Sarah’s pre-existing respiratory 
problems and causing trips to A&E. The couple had tried to access help before they came to 
us but were told to return to their hometowns and approach their local authorities there. 
We were able to advise them that they should not return if they were in danger where they 
had come from, and that homelessness policies allowed them to approach any local 



authority for help. We helped them compile evidence of their health problems to show that 
they were vulnerable and assisted them to make a homeless application to the local 
council. The local council tried very hard to contact the couple on the phone, but Sarah and 
Martin were having problems keeping their phones charged whilst on the street, so the 
council couldn’t make contact. This is partly a complication from Covid and the necessity of 
home working, as before the pandemic, the couple would have been able to simply go to 
the homeless persons unit to be assessed. We contacted the outreach team in the area and 
asked if they could assist Sarah and Martin to reach the council. The outreach team found 
them on the street and placed them in emergency cold weather accommodation. We are 
working with them to find secure longer-term options for housing.  

Your donation will go a long way to help Sarah, Martin, and others like them. Please 
consider leaving a cash donation in church or meeting us at the card reader at the end of 
the service. We will ask you to complete a Gift Aid form on behalf of the Manna Society so 
that your donation will go even further. If you have any questions, please speak to Donna 
Miller, Jessica Milligan, Jill Wilson, or Alan Knowles. 

Howard, can we keep the following poster as small as possible but still legible? 

 



Foodbank needs  

Easter goodies, and similar items, would be appreciated by Thursday 24 March. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  
 
Our next Gardening morning is Saturday 2nd April  
All help is welcomed, from anyone who would love to help keep St James’ plot looking at its 
best, from flower beds to dealing with ivy to helping keep shrubs in check. Come and join 
in, you are assured of a warm welcome, good company, and cake!  



  

We would also appreciate hearing from anyone that could help us get some of the garden 
waste to the refuse tip whilst the garden waste bin service is restricted. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested  

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only 
are given, for data protection reasons):  

Mary, Simon, Derek, Graham,  Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, 
Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath, Dave, 
Ansar, Bernie, Jeanette, Ian, Bob, Josephine & Anthony.  

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Deborah 
Chaplin, Anthony Davis, Joan Somervail, Paul Lympany 

In the year’s mind: Lucy Marsh, Bob Edwards   

If you have any family members whom you would like to be added to our list of those in the 
year’s mind, please do send details to Louise via the Parish Office.  

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

 



The readings for the coming fortnight  

Sunday 20th March - 3rd Sunday in Lent  

Psalm 63 verses 1-9 

Luke 13 Verses 1-9 

Sunday 27th March -Mothering Sunday 

2 Corinthians 1 verses 3-7 

Luke 2 verses 33-35 

NRSV versions (the one we use in church) of these readings can be found online using 
the Oremus Bible Browser.  

You can find it at https://bible.oremus.org/  

________________________________________________________________  

Endnotes  
We live stream and record our 10am Parish Eucharist on Sundays. News and further 
information is also available online.  

Find us: on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at 
www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to 
dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk  

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.  

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069  

Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  

This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


