Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 19th February, 2022

Surprisingly quickly we are arriving at the start of Lent 2022. Last year's palm crosses are
shortly to be burnt and turned into the ashes that will be placed on foreheads during the Ash
Wednesday Eucharist services at 10am and 8pm.
Lent, and the Easter to come, are both familiar times of the church year, and this year also
strangely unfamiliar. For the last two years Lent and Easter have happened, as with Advent
and Christmas, but in many ways, we have not been able to mark them as we might have
wished. There is an added frisson of expectation this year, a muted joy that we can meet and
mark the season of Lent together. We can share the mark of the ashes on our foreheads, or
walk the stations of the cross in church, and undertake some of our Lenten preparations
together if we wish, alongside private preparation and devotion.
Lent starts with Ash Wednesday, and concludes forty-six days later with Easter Day, which is
forty days and six Sundays later. Lent is a time of preparation for Christians, commemorating
the forty days that Jesus spent fasting in the desert before he began his public ministry. This
time has been often associated with giving up things, luxuries, in order to refocus minds and
perhaps bodies, on faith and to undertake study and prayer. Some may choose to fast
throughout and abstain from meat, fish, fats and eggs. Others may decide to undertake Lent
differently, and whilst still focussing on Lenten preparation of the self, may also choose to
take up a practice or to undertake acts of service as an outward sign of their faith. There are
a myriad of different things that could apply, applying money saved by giving up, say a daily
coffee out and putting it to a charitable cause, see our St James’ suggested Lent Appeal
below, to undertaking some volunteering, or actively praying for friends and neighbours.
Perhaps reading a book to guide a new spiritual practice at this time? Perhaps committing to
reading your bible every day throughout Lent?
Sundays are still special days in Lent, we gather around the table for the Eucharist in
remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice upon the cross, and for many Christians it is a day to gently
feast before returning to the abstinence and restraint of Lent. On the fourth Sunday here in
the UK we celebrate Mothering Sunday, and on the sixth Sunday we celebrate Palm Sunday
and the start of Holy week. Our Easter will come this year, as it always does following Lent,

but this year we can joyously celebrate Easter together in the ways that we have missed so
much. As Easter people, we have much to look forward to; and much to prepare, both hearts
and minds, as we walk through this time of Lent.
May your Lenten journey be blessed and fruitful.

A Fundraising event in aid of Access for All

Book online via Eventbrite.
https://stjamesweybridge-the-space-barons.eventbrite.co.uk
Car Parking in Churchfields Car Park

We must bring to your attention that the Churchfields Car Park, next door, will no longer be
free to park on Sundays from Sunday 6 March. Don’t panic however, the charging period
will not start until 12noon - so plenty of time to come to church and leave after a coffee
whilst parking is still FREE before the charging starts at 12noon.
___________________________________________________________________________
Vacancy prayer
A very important part of our journey through the current vacancy is for us all to pray; for all
involved with the vacancy process, for the priest who will become our new Rector, for our
curate, wardens and PCC members, and for ourselves as a Parish and church family at this
time. The following will be used at our services, and you may wish to use it personally.

God our Father,
You have welcomed each of us into the family of your Church;
in Jesus, you call us to be His Body in this place.
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us
at this time of uncertainty and change,
to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer,
that we may be true to our common Baptism,
and bring new life to our Parish community.
Guide with your heavenly wisdom
all involved in discerning a new Rector for this Parish,
that we may receive the priest you have prepared for your people:
ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith,
and lead us by example in loving obedience
to your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
_________________________________________________________________________
Vacancy update
Actions and activities to advertise and commence the search for the new Rector remain on
track. The draft Parish Profile has now been widely shared with the PCC and the other
interested parties such as our Patron. All the feedback has been collected, analysed and
where appropriate is being incorporated. The final, agreed Parish Profile document remains
on track for approval at the Section 11 meeting on 25th April. A huge thank you to the
Succession Management Team and all who have contributed to this very important
document for diligently and professionally progressing this over the past 6 months or so –
what would we do without them?

The Rectory finally becomes vacant this month (yes Brian’s new house appears to be finally
ready) and the Diocese will be deciding what work needs to be done to upgrade the Rectory
before the new Rector is appointed. The parish also has responsibilities for the care and
upkeep of The Rectory during the vacancy, this will fall to the Properties Group to manage –
volunteer decorators are likely to be required so watch for any announcements and requests
for help!
We continue to work with Louise to make sure that we try and have visiting preachers twice
a month to ease the burden. On Sunday the 27th February we welcome back from St James’
congregation Neill Rubidge and on Sunday 6th March we have a visit from Bandi Mbubi,
Director at the Manna Society. We are sure you will welcome both these preachers as they
join us and enrich our worship.
We continue to ask for your prayers for all at St James’ during this vacancy period.
Jill & Steve
Churchwardens
Important dates for your diary
Sat. 19th
Sun. 20th

Wed. 23rd
Thu. 24th
Sat. 26th

Sun. 27th

Wed. 2nd
Thu. 3rd
Fri. 5th
Sat. 6th

10am Pastoral Interviews in church
8am Said Eucharist
10am Parish Eucharist (sung; Sunday School; refreshments)
2.30pm Wedding of Kathryn & Simon
10am Holy Eucharist
1pm Foodbank session
10am Pastoral interviews in church
12.30pm Holy Baptism
7.30pm The Space Barons fundraising evening
8am Said Eucharist
10am Parish Eucharist (sung; Sunday School; refreshments)
Neill Rubidge preaching
10am Holy Eucharist (said)for Ash Wednesday
8pm Holy Eucharist (sung) for Ash Wednesday
1pm Foodbank session
Next Newsletter issue
9am Gardening Group in church grounds
10am Pastoral interviews in church

_________________________________________________________________________
Easter 2022

Stations of the Cross - a short reflective service with periods of prayer, looking at different
aspects of Jesus’ journey to the Cross.
Tuesday 8th March - 7.30pm
Thursday 17th March - 7.30pm
Wednesday 23rd March - 2.30pm
Monday 28th March - 7.30pm
Wednesday 6th April - 2.30pm
And forward dates for your diary, further detail to follow Palm Sunday - 10th April 8am and 10am
Holy Week Eucharists, Monday 2pm, Tuesday 6pm, Wednesday 10am
Maundy Thursday Eucharist 8pm, followed by vigil
Good Friday - Walk of Witness and Liturgy
Holy Saturday - prayers at noon
Easter day - 17th April - Dawn service at 6am and Parish Eucharist at 10am

The 2022 St James’ Lent Appeal
Welcome to our 2022 Lent outreach campaign. We are partnering with the Manna Society in
London, and we’re proud of our 30-year relationship with them.

The Manna Society provides a number of services
including food, showers, housing and welfare advice,
access to computers, clean clothing and more, and have
done so since 1982.
So what's our ask? Could you donate £1 per day or £40 for
the Lenten period? That's the equivalent of two coffees per week. Two coffees could make a
world of difference in a disadvantaged person’s life.

Here is Claude's story...
Claude came to Manna as a prison leaver, an unpopular demographic who tends to fall through
the cracks. Claude was placed by his local authority in accommodation where the rent was too
high for his benefits to fully cover it. The local authority had only taken into account that Claude
was exempt from being able to receive the ‘shared’ rate of universal credit housing costs and
was entitled to the ‘one bed’ rate. However, they didn’t consider that the rent of the property
he was placed in was higher than the one bed rate, which took Claude over the benefit cap,
which he was not exempt from. Because Claude’s personal allowance had to be used to cover
the excess rent, this left him with no income at all. Claude applied for discretionary housing
payment from his local authority but had difficulty gathering the paperwork. He did not have
a phone and could not afford to buy one, which made it difficult for him to accomplish the tasks
he needed to. Manna wrote to the local authority asking why such a situation had been
allowed to happen. Manna gave Claude a phone which was kindly donated by a supporter.
This meant that it was easier for Manna to refer him to more affordable accommodation
providers, now that he could be contacted for viewings. He is hoping to soon find a place to
live which will be within his budget.
Your donation will go a long way to help Claude and others like him. Please consider leaving a
cash donation in church or meeting us at the card reader at the end of the service. We will ask
you to complete a Gift Aid form on behalf of the Manna Society so that your donation will go
even further. If you have any questions, please speak to Donna Miller, Jessica Milligan, Jill
Wilson or Alan Knowles.
__________________________________________________________________________
Livestreaming of Services

Have you ever wondered how our livestreams are put together? Or what exactly is Simon
doing at the back of church on the brightly coloured laptop, head down with headphones on?
Or why is there a tape cross in the middle of the aisle that Louise is always looking for with the
Gospel? And where are the cameras? Have you watched a livestream from home and seen the
hymn words magically appear on screen?

Simon, together with Phil, knows how it all works, and how to make it work but it seems unfair
that we don’t have more people who can also help out and lessen the load.
Do you, or someone you know, want to learn more about it. Maybe someone outside church
that is perhaps undergoing media studies or who is of technical mind and might enjoy the
challenge? Please do get in touch to find out more, Simon is easy to find on Sunday mornings!
Live Streams are here to stay; they keep us connected with people who are unable to attend
church in person for lots of reasons, we have around one hundred people who join us from
home each week, some live, and some later with the recordings. Live streaming of funerals
and weddings allows people around the world to join with families and friends at this time
when travel is still restricted. We know from feedback received how vital these livestreams
are but we need to get a small team of like minded people together to make sure we can
continue this in a sustainable and fair fashion.

Foodbank needs
As ever, we are in need of any spare carrier bags that you may have at home or in the car.
Could you help with collecting Fareshare produce from Weybridge Waitrose on a
Wednesday evening for delivery to St James’ and the foodbank on a Thursday morning.
Louise has been doing this since arriving at St James’ but would like to hand this role over
before the summer.
Thank you!

A reminder that Louise & Niki can refer anyone in need of foodbank help.
Agencies that can also refer are the DWP, GP surgeries, Social Services, schools, places of

faith, the Citizens Advice Bureau and local councils.
__________________________________________________________________________
Our next Gardening mornings are on Saturdays 5th March and 2nd April
All help is welcomed, from anyone who would love to help keep St James’ plot looking at its
best, from flower beds to dealing with ivy to helping keep shrubs in check. Come and join in,
you are assured of a warm welcome, good company, and cake!

___________________________________________________________________________
Newsletter changes
As explained in the last issue, now seems to be the right time to review what we need from
this newsletter, and to make some changes to ensure that it can continue to be published
going forwards. My questions are What would you like to see in the newsletter?
Would you like to help edit or contribute to it?
Are you a whiz with mailchimp and could help with its issue?
What is missing from the newsletter?
I will be moving on sometime in 2022, and we need to make plans to start to move it on to a
new editor, new team and a new direction. Please do get in touch, via the Parish Office, with
your ideas and offers. This is the newsletter for St James’, now is the time for St James’ to
say what it wants for and from it, and to find a new “newsletter team”.

Louise
___________________________________________________________________________
Prayers requested
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are
given, for data protection reasons):
Mary, Simon, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John,
Barbara, Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath,
Dave, Ansar, Bernie, Jeanette, Ian, Bob, Josephine & Anthony.
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Deborah
Chaplin, Anthony Davis
In the year’s mind: Walter Warburton, Frederick King, Philip Coke, Cicely Edwards, Joe
Moran, Vera reid, Annabel Ross, Edith Warburton
If you have any family members whom you would like to be added to our list of those in the
year’s mind, please do send details to Louise via the Parish Office.
___________________________________________________________________________
The readings for the coming fortnight
Sunday 20th February - the 2nd Sunday before Lent
Revelation, chapter 4
The Gospel of Luke, chapter 8, verses 22 to 25
Sunday 27th February - the Sunday next before Lent
2 Corinthians, chapter 3, verse 12 to chapter 4, verse2
The Gospel of Luke, chapter 9, verses 28 to 36
NRSV versions (the one we use in church) of these readings can be found online using the
Oremus Bible Browser.
You can find it at https://bible.oremus.org/
________________________________________________________________
Endnotes
We live stream and record our 10am Parish Eucharist on Sundays. News and further

information is also available online.
Find us: on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk.
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

