
 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 7th January, 2022  
 

 
Another year seems to have flown by, one certainly not without its challenges and stresses, 
but here we are at the start of 2022 wondering what it will be like. In some ways, I suspect, 
different, as any new year is, but in others, many things will be the same or perhaps better.  
 
For us at St James’ what remains constant is our love of the Lord, and our expression of that 
through our worship, prayer and praise. In this time of vacancy we will continue our services, 
and all the other things we do that make us the community of St James’ within the Parish of 
Weybridge.  As a community working together we can not only keep things going, working, 
and taking place but also continue to grow our faith, and expand how we reach out into our 
Parish, allowing others to see, hear and experience what is at the centre of our lives. We 
understand the amazing gift that was Jesus, born in that manger, and our own baptism urges 
us to share that Good News with all.  
 
Our wardens will keep us updated with all things vacancy related as we journey through the 
year with a regular feature in this newsletter.  Over the next few weeks we will start a 
spotlight of teams and things around our church community. In some places we need a few 
more hands to share the load, in others you may have the skills that could really help us. 
Please do read these and respond if you are able, and if you feel that you have something 
particular to share with us that we haven’t thought of please do get in touch. 
 
Louise 

 

A Vacancy update from the Churchwardens 

With Christmass over and the New Year just starting we thought it a good time to update 
you with regards to upcoming church services and the next steps regarding the Vacancy over 



 

the next three months.  

Firstly, we are extremely fortunate to have Louise as our Assistant Curate, willing and able to 
take services and our thanks go to her for conducting the full range of services over 
Christmass which we know were appreciated by those who came and those who streamed 
them into their homes.  

As you know St James’ Weybridge is an active church and has since 2006/7 generally 
operated with a minimum of two and often three active priests / curates.  For the next few 
months of the Vacancy Louise will be solo. So, to ensure that we remain a caring church and 
considerate of all, we also need to support Louise. Therefore, we will be working with our 
own ‘occasional preachers’ Ann and Neill and other clergy in the Diocese of Guildford (and 
beyond) to preach and occasionally officiate. Our aim is for this to be approximately once a 
month, but somewhat strangely guest preachers always seem to be busy on a Sunday! 
Assuming this is possible, it will assist Louise and be a great opportunity for our parish to 
hear from different people with different sermon styles, whilst we progress with the lengthy 
process Archdeacon Martin outlined leading to the appointment of a new Rector for St 
James’ Weybridge. *  

The first of these dates will be later this month when Louise plans to take a well-deserved 
break and external clergy [SM1] have been ‘booked’ both for Sunday 23rd January and 
Wednesday 26th January. Canon Richard Truss will preside at both the 8 am Sunday and 10 
am Wednesday, while Fr. Damian Harrison-Miles will preside at the 10 am Sunday. We ask 
that you continue to support Louise as our Assistant Curate, but also to show our guests our 
vibrant and welcoming St James’ Church community on these occasions. Next month we will 
advise on the plans for February.  

In the meantime, with the exception of some additional photographs and minor text, our 
Parish Profile will be presented to the PCC and other interested parties later this month, 
which we anticipate will keep us on track for our Section 11 meeting in April.  

Finally, our prayers are asked for all at St James’ during this interregnum and vacancy period.  

We wish you all a healthy, happy 2022.  

Jill and Steve 

* There are still copies of the Archdeacon’s Newsletter giving details and a timetable for the 
Vacancy and appointment of the next Rector. These can be picked up at the north and south 
door of the church. 

 

 



 

Important dates for your diary 
 
Sat.  8th 10am Pastoral interviews in church   
Sun.  9th         8am   Said Eucharist 

10am Parish Eucharist  (sung;  Sunday School; refreshments)  
Wed.  12th  10am Holy Eucharist 
Thu. 13th 1pm   Foodbank session  
Sat.   15th   10am Pastoral interviews in church 
   
Note: Louise is off-duty on Friday 14th 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Vacancy prayer 

A very important part of our journey through the current vacancy is for us all to pray; for all 
involved with the vacancy process, for the priest who will become our new Rector, for our 
curate, wardens and PCC members, and for ourselves as a Parish and church family at this 
time.  The following will be used at our services, and you may wish to use it personally. 

God our Father, 
You have welcomed each of us into the family of your Church; 
in Jesus, you call us to be His Body in this place. 
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us 
at this time of uncertainty and change, 
to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer, 
that we may be true to our common Baptism, 
and bring new life to our Parish community. 
Guide with your heavenly wisdom 
all involved in discerning a new Rector for this Parish, 
that we may receive the priest you have prepared for your people: 
ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith, 
and lead us by example in loving obedience  
to your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 



 

Amen. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmass 2021 

 

(photo credit; Ali Hone, taken on the evening of Nine Lessons & Carols) 

Thank you to everyone who attended any of our Christmass services.  

Whilst covid protocols meant there had to be some changes last minute, it felt a much more 
usual Christmass. To have as full a church as we could, alongside many live-streamed services, 
after previous year's very limited Christmass schedule was truly wonderful. 

But, these services do not just happen, and we all owe a huge thank you to everyone who 
helped them take place. From the things we could see and hear such as trees, flowers, 
organists, choristers, bell ringers - to those who welcomed people on the door, collected 
money, and ushered people to seats. Those who got the church tidy and ready beforehand, 
the tech team who sort out lights, sound and livestreams, and our own repair shop gang who 



 

fixed things. The crib service team who rounded up children and crib figures, and then toy 
donations. Acolytes, crucifers, servers, readers and intercessors, and I’m sure there are others 
I also need to thank. 

Thank you, St James’, it was my first ever Christmass presiding at Mass, you all made it truly 
special and a time I will always remember. 

Louise 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Services at St James’ and covid protocols 
 
We plan to continue our existing pattern of services; Wednesday 10am Said Eucharist, 
Sunday 8am Said Eucharist, Sunday 10am Sung Parish Mass.  
 
Our Sunday 6pm said Eucharist is currently suspended and will be kept under review. 
 
Our covid protocols remain in place; 
 

● Please do not attend church if you feel unwell in any way 
● Consider taking a lateral flow test prior to attending 
● Sanitise hands on entry to the church 
● Sign in for track and trace purposes 
● Wear a face mask whilst in the church, including whilst singing 
● Clergy, choir and anyone speaking as part of the service may remove their masks 
● Doors will remain open for ventilation, please dress appropriately 
● All Souls chapel is set aside for those who wish to remain socially distanced 
● No collection is taken during the service, retiring collection plates are at each door 

and a card reader will be available 
 
All covid protocols will be reviewed regularly.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Foodbank needs 

 

          
__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Prayers requested  

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are 
given, for data protection reasons):  

Mary, Simon, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, 
Barbara, Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath, 
Dave, Ansar, Bernie,  Jeanette  & Ian. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Michael 
Freeth 

In the year’s mind: Tom Chatfield, Ron Gow 

 

If you have any family members whom you would like to be added to our list of those in the 
year’s mind, please do send details to Louise via the Parish Office.  

___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 
Prayer - wireless access to God without roaming or data charges ! 
 

 
The Collect and readings for the Baptism of Christ 
 
Collect 
 
Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 8, verses 14 to 17 



 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only 
been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Gospel of Luke, chapter 3, verses 15-17, 21-22 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 
baptise you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

Now when all the people were baptised, and when Jesus also had been baptised and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Endnotes 
We live stream and record our 10am Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is 
also available online.  

Find us: on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk.             
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk  

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.  

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069  

Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  

This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


