
 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 14th January, 2022  
 

 
 
This Sunday is a big milestone for St James’ - it will be our 100th service available to watch at 
home.  
 
We’ve come a long way since the early days of the pandemic. We began with stitched-
together pre-recorded clips made on mobile phones, beginning with an Easter 2020 service 
filmed on Brian's patio. Next, Brian moved to his greenhouse with icons, and then we 
recorded services from a locked church with only four people present. 
 
Gradually, our offering improved, with audio linked to our church sound system, and then 
the leap to livestreaming with a special PTZ camera to complement various static cameras 
with great sound. We now even have the hymn words on screen for those joining us from 
home.  

 
We are hugely indebted to all who have helped us along the way, from ideas of what we 
could do, to finding out the info, to providing the money to do this (licences, cameras and 
the laptop needed were all funded by amazingly generous donors.) We also had to run 
cabling and work out camera angles and learn how to use the kit and put it all together.  
 
Whilst there are many people to thank, the one I must name is Simon Wilson who has 
brought St James’ Weybridge to where we are now. He has sat through almost all of those 
100 sermons, in the full force of the weather through the door, has coped with unhelpful 
tech stuff, clergy in the wrong place, late notifications of things and rodents nibbling wires! 



 

He has learnt how best to use the mixing software and worked out what we needed to 
provide the online service that we can now share. 

 
We know from comments made how much having this stream means to those in our 
congregation who cannot attend in person for whatever reason - from ill health to isolating 
to being away with family, to sharing with family elsewhere.  
 
We see how many watch each week, and how important it has been particularly at times of 
high covid rates and/or during lockdown. Thank you to everyone who has made this happen. 
 
And if you would like to know more, or have a so far hidden yearning to learn how to 
livestream, please do get in touch. 
 
Louise 
 

 

A Vacancy update from the Churchwardens 

A further update on our progress will follow in a couple of weeks, and we aim to give regular 
updates thereafter, whenever there’s news to report. 

We promise to keep you in the loop! 

Jill and Steve 

NB: There are still copies of the Archdeacon’s Newsletter giving details and a timetable for 
the Vacancy and appointment of the next Rector. These can be picked up at the north and 
south door of the church. 

 

Important dates for your diary 
 
Sat.  15th 10am Pastoral interviews in church   
Sun.  16th         8am   Said Eucharist 

10am Parish Eucharist  (sung;  Sunday School; refreshments)  
Mon 17th PCC meeting at 7.30pm  
Wed.  19th  10am Holy Eucharist 
Thu. 20th 1pm   Foodbank session  
Sat.   22nd   10am Pastoral interviews in church 
 
Louise off-duty from 21 to 28 January 



 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Vacancy prayer 

A very important part of our journey through the current vacancy is for us all to pray; for all 
involved with the vacancy process, for the priest who will become our new Rector, for our 
curate, wardens and PCC members, and for ourselves as a Parish and church family at this 
time.  The following will be used at our services, and you may wish to use it personally. 

God our Father, 
You have welcomed each of us into the family of your Church; 
in Jesus, you call us to be His Body in this place. 
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us 
at this time of uncertainty and change, 
to fill us with vision and energy and faithfulness in prayer, 
that we may be true to our common Baptism, 
and bring new life to our Parish community. 
Guide with your heavenly wisdom 
all involved in discerning a new Rector for this Parish, 
that we may receive the priest you have prepared for your people: 
ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in faith, 
and lead us by example in loving obedience  
to your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Access For All Appeal - update 

 

We’re currently planning some fundraising events to support our Access for All appeal. Expect 
an announcement soon!  

____________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

Easter 2022 

We are currently thinking about what services we will offer this Easter. Details will follow as 
soon as possible.  

But in the meantime - Ash Wednesday is March 2nd this year. Please could Louise have any 
palm crosses you have at home to produce this year’s ash?  

We would also like to hear from anybody who can help with leading "stations of the cross" 
sessions this year, so we can offer these on different days and at differing times. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you! 

Two big thank yous this week. 

Firstly - we have received a thank you letter from the Children's Society for donations of 
£312.16 raised at our Christingle Service in December. 

And secondly… 



 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Intercessions 
 

 
 
We are looking to set up a team to take this vital role within the 10am services, leading our 
prayers as a church body together.  
 
Many of our previous team have moved away, so we need some more people to join, and it 
is helpful if we have a variety of styles of prayer; we all access prayer in different ways. 
 
If anyone is interested, please speak to Louise. A workshop and help can be provided. 
 



 

 

Foodbank needs 

 

A reminder that Louise & Niki can refer anyone in need of foodbank help.  

Agencies that can also refer are the DWP, GP surgeries, Social Services, schools, places of 
faith, the Citizens Advice Bureau and local councils. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Prayers requested  

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are 
given, for data protection reasons):  

Mary, Simon, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, 
Barbara, Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath, 
Dave, Ansar, Bernie,  Jeanette  & Ian. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Michael 
Freeth 

In the year’s mind: Lily Millinger, Merlyn Button, Frederick Warman, Harry Waters, Amelia 
Chapman, Ada Lait 

If you have any family members whom you would like to be added to our list of those in the 
year’s mind, please do send details to Louise via the Parish Office.  

___________________________________________________________________________  
 
The Collect and readings for Sunday the 16th of January 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

I Corinthians 12.1-11 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You 
know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not 
speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever 
says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 



 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

John 2.1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the 
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the 
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the 
jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, 
and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone 
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. 
But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Endnotes 
We live stream and record our 10am Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is 
also available online.  

Find us: on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk.             
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk  

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.  

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069  

Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  

This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


