
 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 18th December 2021  
 
Christmass is almost here! Our trees are decorated, our choir is limbering up (vocally at 
least) and we’re all excited about celebrating the birth of Jesus in just over a week. 
 
We’d love to see you at our services over the Christmass period, but please note that some 
of these need to be pre-booked (see the poster below for details.) 
 
If you’re coming, please wrap up warmly, as the doors to the church will remain open to 
ensure good ventilation, and you are also required to wear a mask. 

 

 



 

This is the booking link you will need for our services - you need to select the service you 
want from the events shown, scroll down the page to find the details.   
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/st-james-church-weybridge-30630122414

 

Important dates for your diary 
 
Sat.  18th 10am Pastoral interviews in church   
Sun.  19th        8am   Said Eucharist 

10am  Parish Eucharist  (sung;  Sunday School; refreshments)  
6pm Nine Lessons & Carols, pre-booking required 

Tues.  21st 12 noon  Funeral Office 
Wed.  22nd   10am  Holy Eucharist  
Fri.  24th Toy & Crib Services at 3pm & 5pm, pre-booking required 
                           11.30pm  Midnight Mass of the Nativity, pre-booking required   
Sat.   25th   10am Christmass Day Eucharist, pre-booking required 
Sun.  26th 10am Said Eucharist 
Wed 29th         10am Said Eucharist 
Sat 1st              NO PASTORAL INTERVIEWS TODAY 
Sun 2nd 8am Said Eucharist 
                          10am Parish Eucharist  
Tues.  4th 12 noon Funeral Office 
Wed. 5th          10am Said Eucharist 
Fri 7th               Next newsletter to be issued 
   
Note: Louise is off-duty on Friday 31st 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Two churchwardens and an area dean 

 



 

On Wednesday 8th December Steve Mason (right) our recently appointed Churchwarden was 
sworn into office by the Area Dean, the Revd Andrew Cowie. Steve is accompanied by fellow 
Churchwarden Jill Wilson.  

Interestingly, the picture shows the three people who are now legally responsible for the 
formal running of the parish during the Vacancy, following the Rector’s retirement. I wonder 
if Steve really knew all the legal obligations when he agreed to be a Churchwarden, let’s hope 
they are all still smiling in a few months’ time! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday 26th December - services change 

Boxing Day - or in old speak, the Feast of St Stephen - will see a change to our usual service 
pattern this year with Christmass Day falling on the Saturday.  

There will be no 8am service, and the 10am service will be a said quiet Eucharist lasting 
around 30 minutes. 
 
Please note the following people are not required “on duty” on the 26th; Choir, Organist, 
Bell Ringers, Wardens, Sidespeople, Altar Servers, and Coffees Team. You are of course all 
very welcome to attend the Eucharist. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Church flowers at Christmas - a message from the Flower Team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Advent has now started, and for the next few weeks we only use evergreen leaves and 
branches to decorate the church during this period of preparation for the Nativity.  
 
By contrast, at Christmas we decorate the church with a joyous celebration of colourful 
flowers. As is our normal practice, on the Sunday before Christmas (19th), we will have 
collection plates available at the end of the 10.00am service for those who wish to make a 
cash donation towards the cost of these special flowers for our festive season. 
 
Donations can also be made via our card reader on Sundays, online quoting Christmas 
Flowers, or via the Parish Office. Donations may be Gift Aided, please complete a declaration  
as needed.                                                                                                
 
 Thank you as always to all who kindly donate to our flower funds. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Give a Christmass Gift to St James’  

               
Many of you give regularly via the Parish Giving Scheme, via bank transfer or weekly at 
church. Would you consider giving a Christmass gift to St James this holiday season? As you 
prayerfully consider where you will direct your gifts in December, we invite you to consider 
giving generously to St James. 
 
Gifts can be given via the DONATE button below, on the card reader in the church office or 
after any of our services, a bank transfer, or by cash or cheque. If you are able to gift aid 
your donation, the church receives an additional 25% on top of your donation. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given during this Christmass season! We pray 
that you will experience the joy of generosity and be reminded of God’s abundant generosity 
to you in Jesus. 
 
Donna 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

Foodbank needs 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested  

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are 
given, for data protection reasons):  



 

Mary, Simon, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, 
Barbara, Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath, 
Dave, Ansar, Bernie, Jeanette  & Ian. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Anne-Marie 
Lomas, Margaret Calderwood. 

In the year’s mind, for the period 19 Dec to 8 Jan: 

Maureen Dixon, Edwin Dixon, Stuart Lawrence, Alan Davison, Peter Watson, Albert Todman, 
Kathleen Wakelin, Stan Millinger, Grace Prevost, Rene Allen, Margaret Haywood, Dorothy 
Bumpus 

___________________________________________________________________________  
 
The Collect and readings for the fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Collect 
 
Eternal God, 
As Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
So we wait for his coming in glory; 
Bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
To see, with her, our great salvation 
In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hebrews 10, chapter 10, verses 5 to 10 
 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have 
not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings you 
have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God”   (in the scroll of the book it is 
written of me).’ 
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he 
added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the 
second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
The Gospel of Luke, chapter 1, verses 39-45 
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where 



 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed 
is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
And Mary said: 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Endnotes 
We live stream and record our 10am Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is 
also available online.  

Find us:  

on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. To 
subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk  

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.  

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access 
electronic communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange 



 

it.  

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069  

Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  

This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


