
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 3rd December 2021  
 
 
There have been many ‘goodbyes’ 
and ‘farewells’ – even some ‘see 
you soons’.  
 
But this is the last official one! 
Sunday October 31st 2021 was a 
day Jocelyn and I shall never 
forget. 
 
Bright worship, smiles, praise, 
music as befits this Anglican 
Parish, incredible generosity 
(what a presentation!) and the 

end of an era – or as they say in operatic circles, ‘the end of an Aria’. 
 
On Friday December 3rd I will have laid down my ‘Office’ as Rector of St. James’ Parish 
Church, Weybridge, to become one of those enigmatic animals; a retired priest.  
 
The very thought of retirement horrifies me, almost as much as the grave, so it will be a 
fruitful time without the encumbrances of responsibility for a Parish, so long as I carry on 
trying to say my prayers and continue to follow the Man from Nazareth, albeit in a most 
imperfect way. 
 
It has been a rollercoaster of adventure, daring, tears and laughter and I thank the living 
God for all of those gifts. Thank you all for your support, even those who did not knowingly 
support me! You will all be in our prayers as we look forward to starting the next chapter in 
Godalming sometime in January (2022, that is). Please pray for us also. 
 
With thanks again – for all that has been, all that is now and all that there shall be. 
 
Brian Prothero 
(Formerly Rector of St. James’) 
 
P.S. remember this? Sing it! 
“Now is the time to say goodbye 
Now is the time to yield a sigh (yield it, yield it) 
Now is the time to wend our waaaayeeeeee 



Until we meet again- Some sunny day. 
Fa-ta-ta-ta-fa ta-ta…….” 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Important dates for your diary 
 
Sat. 4th 10am Pastoral interviews in church 
   
Sun. 5th           8am   Said Eucharist 

10am  Parish Eucharist  (sung;  refreshments after the service)  
12.30pm  Holy Baptism 

Tues. 7th  7.30 pm in church  Archdeacon’s visit 
(for details of this important meeting please see further down the newsletter)                      

Wed. 8th   10am  Holy Eucharist  
Thurs. 9th Church closed for private prayer 
 
Sat.   11th   10am Pastoral Interviews in church 
   
Sun.  12th 8am and 10am service. 

Note: Louise is off-duty on Friday 10th 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Family fun at the Christingle 

It was wonderful to see so many families in the church on 
Sunday for the annual Christingle service. It was our first use of 
Eventbrite this festive season, and it worked well.  

This means that we had lots of fun while also being able to keep 
everyone as safe as possible.  

The children (and adults!) had great fun learning about the 
significance of the Christingle, and singing Away in A Manger by 
candlelight. 

Everyone was encouraged to donate to the Children’s Society, 
either online or via the retiring collection. 

 

 



__________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmass services



 

Church flowers at Christmas - a message from the Flower Team 
 

 
Advent has now started, and for 
the next few weeks we only use 
evergreen leaves and branches to 
decorate the church during this 
period of preparation for the 
Nativity.  
 
By contrast, at Christmas we 
decorate the church with a joyous 
celebration of colourful flowers. 
As is our normal practice, on the 
two Sundays before Christmas 
(12th & 19th), we will have 
collection plates available at the 
end of the 10.00am service for 
those who wish to make a cash 

donation towards the cost of these special flowers for our festive season. 
 
Donations can also be made via our card reader on Sundays,  online quoting Christmas 
Flowers, or via the Parish Office. Donations may be Gift Aided, please complete a declaration  
as needed.                                                                                                
 
 Thank you as always to all who kindly donate to our flower funds. 
 

 



5th December - Farmers’ market 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This coming Sunday afternoon, from 12noon to 4pm, a new Farmer’s Market will be held in 
the centre of the Churchfields car park.  
 
Parking spaces will be available around the market, but spaces will be reduced. 
 
We are hopeful that the later timing of this new market will mean that parking will be 
available to those coming to church, with the majority of the market visitors not arriving 
until 12noon or later.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Love is Born: Exploring Advent and Christmas 
 
A special event featuring the Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, and Biblical scholar Dr 
Paula Gooder will premiere online on December 8th from 7pm.  
 
They will explore Advent themes that turn our thoughts to eternity and the real meaning of 
our lives, and the Christmas stories themselves: what Jesus’ birth means, how the world 
changes because of it, why Christmas  is much more hopeful but also darker than we may 



think, and why it’s all about love. 
  
You can watch a taster of the event here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUQLPxEgsKI&feature=youtu.be_  

 

Foodbank needs 

The following items are urgently needed - shampoo, liquid soap, razors, shaving foam and 
female deodorant. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Access for All Appeal UPDATE:   

Our current total is £104,750 !  An amazing figure, thank you 
so much, but keep going, we’ve still around £70,000 to go.  Do 
you have any ideas on how we can raise monies towards this 
figure, all ideas welcomed. 

To make a donation online, please use the CAFdonate link 
here. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website.  

We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________  
Prayers requested  
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are 
given, for data protection reasons):  

Simon, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, 
Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath, Dave, 
Ansar, Bernie, and Jeanette  

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Anne-Marie 
Lomas, Mathilde Raab, Christon Smith, Don Spalt 

And in the year’s mind: Bill Morrell, Thomas Raybould, Nanci Miller, Michael Veitch 

___________________________________________________________________________  
 
The Collect and readings for the second Sunday of Advent 
 
Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
Purify our hearts and minds, 
That when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour 
We may be ready to receive him, 



Who is our Lord and our God. 
Amen. 
 
Luke 1:68-79 
 
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,   for he has looked favourably on his people and 
redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty saviour for us   in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,   that we would be saved 
from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy 
promised to our ancestors,   and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore 
to our ancestor Abraham,   to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness   before him all our 
days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people   by the forgiveness of 
their sins. By the tender mercy of our God,   the dawn from on high will break upon us, to 
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,   to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.’ 
 
Luke 3:1-6 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when  
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,   
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled,   and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight,   and the rough ways made smooth; and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Endnotes 
We live stream and record our 10am Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is 
also available online.  

Find us:  

on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. To 



subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk  

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.  

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access 
electronic communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange 
it.  

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069  

Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  

This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


