
  

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 27th August, 2021 
 
Greetings! 

 

I hope you’ve noticed the return of the kneelers to the church – not sure how many are 

particularly impacted by that small sign of ‘new normal’, but there it is. Of a different order 

of importance is the return of singing by full choir to adorn the worship of God. I’ll soon be 

happy to announce soon the re-instatement of the Gloria and Eucharistic Prayer in musical 

form. We should all be glad that lively and dynamic worship is once again an assured aspect 

of the standard fare here at St. James’ Parish Church. 

 

Coffee after the 10 am is set to return, as is Tots Praise on Tuesdays from September 

onwards – and we are encouraged to take sensible care not to pose a risk to others as these 

important happenings in Parish life come back to life. 

 

So many people to thank but also the ever-present danger of leaving someone out, so a 

huge THANK YOU to all who have helped in any way to make St. James’ Church such a safe 

venue for worship and prayer in past days, and in the days to come. The live-streaming is 

such a wonderful thing, but hours of hard work have gone into establishing and finding the 

right way to operate the system. Thanks are due in this case especially. 

 

In the light of my sermon last Sunday and in case any of you are in the dark concerning it, 

please note that I asked the question of everyone:  

 

 Could you commit more of your time or skills to the life and work of your Parish Church? 

 

No apologies for the challenge offered – over to you! 

 

As ever, 

Brian Prothero 

(Rector of St. James’) 

 

 

 



  

 

 
Please support this community event and come visit us in St James’. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

An invitation to the launch of our Access for All Appeal 
 

 
 
You are invited to join us on Sunday 5th September after the 10am Eucharist for a glass of 
something as we formally launch our Appeal and explain more what we are trying to do. 

Please come along and find out more about our hopes, dreams, and plans! 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 



  

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 



  

 

Children's groups at St James’  

We are getting plans in place to restart Sunday School and Tot’s Praise. Volunteers and 
helpers are currently being contacted, and we are thinking through exactly how these much 
loved groups can be run safely. WATCH THIS SPACE…. 

If you have ideas, or indeed want your child to take part within one of the groups please do 
contact us via the Parish Office. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Big questions with the Archbishop of Canterbury 

Esher High School, Saturday 25 September 5.30pm-6.30pm 

 

Do you have big questions about life and faith? You are warmly invited to put them to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, who is holding a one-hour ‘Big Questions’ event for 

local people at Esher High School as part of his visit to the Diocese of Guildford. He will also 

give a short talk on how to find hope in uncertain times. The event takes place on Saturday 

25 September at 5.30pm and will last one hour. Everyone is welcome and places are free, 

but need to be booked in advance at www.BigQuestions-Esher.eventbrite.co.uk 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Wedding 

  
20 August – Marianne Clark & Jordan Snell 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The next edition of this newsletter will be in two week’s time on Friday 10th September. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Beverly, Don, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, 
Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Eddie 
Connolly. 

And in the year’s mind: Ronald Edwards, Paddy Astbury, Frank Usher, Philip Thomas, Joan 
MacKenzie, Tone Spalding, Al Merritt, James Kingsley 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Office hours over the summer holiday period 

These are subject to change. If possible, please make contact via email and be patient if 
replies take a little longer than usual. Urgent enquiries can be directed to Brian or Louise. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 



  

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and readings for the 13th Sunday after Trinity on the 29th August 

 
Collect  
 
Almighty God, 
you search us and know us: 
may we rely on you in strength 
and rest on you in weakness, 
now and in all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
  

A reading from the Letter of Saint James, chapter 1.17-end. 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfilment of 
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of 
first fruits of his creatures. 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow 
to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore, rid yourselves of 
all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted 
word that has the power to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are 
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 
for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But 
those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers 
who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 



  

 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 
religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (7.1-8,14,15,21-23) 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat 
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that 
they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the 
scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat with defiled hands?’ He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written, 

“This people honours me with their lips, 
   but their hearts are far from me; 
in vain do they worship me, 
   teaching human precepts as doctrines.” 
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’ 

 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 
there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out 
are what defile.’ For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’ 

 

The Collect and readings for the 14th Sunday after Trinity, 5th September 2021. 

Collect 

Merciful God, 
your Son came to save us 
and bore our sins on the cross: 
may we trust in your mercy 
and know your love, 
rejoicing in the righteousness 
that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint James, chapter 2, verses 1-10 and 14-17. 



  

 

 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is 
poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not 
the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who 
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to 
them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily 
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark, chapter 7, verses 14-37.                      
   

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose 
little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and 
bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She 
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ But she answered 
him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For 
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ So she went home, found the 
child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in 
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be 
opened.’ And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’ 



  

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Endnotes 

We live stream and record our 10am Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is 
also available online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


