
  

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 13th August, 2021 
 

 
 
Monday started as usual at St James’ with a small group of clergy saying the Morning Office. 
As we prayed, I found myself inwardly smiling whilst outwardly listening. To what, you may 
ask? To our sacristy team going about their weekly vestry duties for the first time in months 
and months.   
 
Glassware and silverware from the altar have been cleaned and buffed up, the altar and wall 
brass polished and shined, candles located and dealt with, and things are looking as they 
should once again. It has been too long; the creeping dullness of the last few months has 
now been buffed away, and we are bright and shiny once again. We are not quite back to 
where we were, but it is another step along the road, a very welcome one even if an unseen 
one by many.  
 
It reminded me of an old poem that was framed, and placed to be seen, by those that do, at 
Holy Trinity, Lyne & Longcross. The sentiment still rings true, so thank you to all who “do” at 
St James’ across so many areas of the church building, the churchyard, and the parish 
centre.  
 
Not just those that clean, but all those who do the other little, and sometimes not so little 



  

 

jobs that you do. Things that are often unseen by most and might only be commented on if 
they didn’t happen. People and things that we can only say a very big thank you to, for your time, 
commitment and love of St James’. 
 
God’s Housekeepers 
There are the faithful few, who work unseen and unobtrusively give of their best. 
Who spend their lives perfecting the little things which often pass unnoticed by the rest. 
Theirs are the hands that dust the altar rails, that change the flowers, and keep the linen 
fair. 

They sweep the aisle with reverence, and polish brass with softly murmured prayer. 
These are the quiet ones who freely give their time and thought and love with glad accord. 

They share the peace of God for their reward. 

Louise 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

On the first Saturday in September, the rescheduled ‘Midsummer Madness’ event will be 
taking place, now renamed The Weybridge Community Fair. Centered upon Churchfields 
Park and St James’ church it will be an opportunity to meet some of the different 
community groups that exist in Weybridge, along with live musical entertainments in the 
park. 

St James' itself will be open for self-guided tours; a chance to come and see inside our 
church and meet some of our community. There will be a chance to go up into the Bell 
Tower and meet some of our bell ringers, new recruits are always welcome! 

We will also be talking about some plans for the future involving better access for all and 
enabling hospitality within the church itself.  

Keep watching for further details through this month...  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday morning pastoral interviews 



  

 

Due to a requiem mass, we’re sorry but there will be no pastoral interviews or opportunity 
for private prayers on the morning of Saturday August 14th. Our normal schedule will 
resume the following week. 

Children’s challenge 

Over the next few weeks St James’ is issuing some challenges to our children (and 
grandchildren) - we would love to see pictures of what you create, and share them to our St 
James’ family through the newsletter and our Facebook page. 

This week's challenge is “a shell” - the symbol for St James is a scallop shell. Can you draw or 
paint one? 

Please email photos to revlouisebishop@btinternet.com. 

Our Sunday school board currently has an Easter display but it's now time for a more 
summer-y feel. Could you donate a picture that is about summer or St James’ to help us put 
up a new display? Please put your name on the picture so we can return it when we change 
the board next time.  

Louise 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Big questions with the Archbishop of Canterbury 

Esher High School, Saturday 25 September 5.30pm-6.30pm 

 



  

 

Do you have big questions about life and faith? You are warmly invited to put them to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, who is holding a one-hour ‘Big Questions’ event for 

local people at Esher High School as part of his visit to the Diocese of Guildford. He will also 

give a short talk on how to find hope in uncertain times. The event takes place on Saturday 

25 September at 5.30pm and will last one hour. Everyone is welcome and places are free, 

but need to be booked in advance at www.BigQuestions-Esher.eventbrite.co.uk 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Baptisms  

 
 

Baptism, 7 August - Finlay Papworth 
Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque sent to 
the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Latest local Covid vaccine stats 



  

 

 

99,076 (81.5%) of people in Elmbridge had been given a first dose by the end of 8 August 
2021. 

87,556 (72%) of people had been given a second dose by the end of 8 August 2021 (72%). 

Source: Govt covid dashboard 

Please do make sure that you have received both vaccines - there are many sites that accept 
walk-ins with no need for an appointment. Please see the website below for more details. 

https://www.surreyheartlandsccg.nhs.uk/covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-
centres > 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Beverly, Don, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, 
Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Cath. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Eddie 
Connolly, Brian Prideaux. 

And in the year’s mind: Cedric Astbury, Anthony Edmondson, Anita Gow, Arthur Lobb. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Office hours over the summer holiday period 

These are subject to change. If possible, please make contact via email and be patient if 
replies take a little longer than usual. Urgent enquiries can be directed to Brian or Louise. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



  

 

Foodbank really needs 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



  

 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and readings for the Feast of The God-bearer, Mary,                                         
15.8.21 

 
Collect  
 
Almighty God, 
who looked upon the lowliness  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and chose her to be the bearer  
of your only divine Son: 
grant that we who are redeemed  
by his blood may share with her  
in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our  
Lord, who is alive and reigns with  
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and unto the ages of ages     
 
Amen. 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatian Christians, chapter 4, verses 4 to 7: 
 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 



  

 

as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So, you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (1.46-55) 
 
And Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy 
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has 
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his descendants forever. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Endnotes 

We produce two videos a week: A thought and prayer for the day on Wednesdays and a live 
stream and recording of the 10am Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is 
also available online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


