
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 16th July, 2021 

 

Dear all, 

It appears from the Government announcements on the 12th, that many of the current Covid-19 
restrictions will be eased from next Monday, the 19th July. Whilst some preventative measures will 
remain such as track and trace. Others, like masks, may be changed from mandated law to personal 
responsibility. Sunday services on the 18th remain subject to previous restrictions. 

As I write this, detailed advice is awaited both from the Government and from the Church of 
England, similarly details from the Royal School of Church Music and the Central Council of Church 
Bell Ringers. Only once received can we be in a position to understand what changes might take 
place at St James’.  Any changes identified will be subject to much prayer, thought and discussion, 
and will be communicated to you as clearly as possible. Please be patient with us as we work all this 
out, it's complicated and the needs of all need to be considered. 

I am aware that there are a huge range of views amongst us about these relaxations, and that we 
are all at different places on our individual journeys as we move from being socially distanced to 
being together once more. Health vulnerabilities, shielding, and just the sheer time endured with 
social distancing has taken a larger toll on us all then might immediately be realised. Please be kind 
to yourself and others and accept that we are all adjusting at different speeds. 

With my thanks, my love and His blessings, 

Louise Bishop (Asst. Curate) 

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 40 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 



 

 

 The website links below remain the same each week, why not bookmark it? 

10am Eucharist : https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am Eucharist :  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist : There is no need to book to attend. 

Children’s challenge 

Over the next few weeks St James’ is issuing some challenges to our children (and 
grandchildren) - we would love to see pictures of what you create and share them to our St 
James’ family through the newsletter and our Facebook page. 

This week's challenge is “St James’ church” - can you build a model? Or draw the church? Or 
paint a picture? Or design a digital view? We have a lovely tall spire to draw but perhaps 
there is something else that you really like about St James’? 

Please email photos to revlouisebishop@btinternet.com. 

Our Sunday school board currently has an Easter display but it's now time for a more 
summer-y feel. Could you donate a picture that is about summer or St James’ to help us put 
up a new display? Please put your name on the picture so we can return it when we change 
the board next time.  

Louise 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Fancy some quiet time in church? 

We are able to open our doors every morning to anyone who might want to come into St 
James’ church to pray or just spend some time quietly with God in a sacred space. 

Our church sitting team helps to keep an eye on the church, provide a welcoming presence 
and answer questions. On Saturdays the team welcomes families and couples coming to see 
the clergy about baptisms and weddings. 

We are now covered for Saturdays but still have some spaces in our team for other days, in 
particular Fridays. We would also welcome anyone that could help out from time to time for 
an odd session should one of our regular team not be available.  



 

 

 

You will get to have time to yourself, to pray or just sit in peace, to read a book or just have 
space.  

As well as meeting some of the people who come into our church during the week. 

Please drop us a line if you’re interested. 

Thank you! 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

St James and the Covid vaccination centre 

On the 8th July, St James’s had the privilege of becoming a pop-up vaccination centre for the 
day, in our small hall.  It started with a long queue almost reaching the library and remained 
busy all day, with ultimately 132 people receiving their Pfizer vaccinations. The demand far 
exceeded expectations. Many people arrived too soon, before the 8 weeks after their first 
vaccinations, and had to be asked to return later on. 

Despite the heavy showers the vaccination team and the volunteers carried on cheerfully in 
cramped conditions, the photos below show just a very small section of the team involved. 

 



 

 

 
Another vaccination day at St James’ is took place on the 15th July. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Baptisms 

July 10th - Alexandra and Matilda Palmer 

 

Elmbridge CAN - a local charity building a culture of welcome to refugees. 

http://www.elmbridgecan.org.uk/ 

 



 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Book launch invitation 

 
Some of you may already know that Victoria Scott’s debut novel, Patience, is being published next 
month. Patience was inspired by her disabled sister, Clare, and is about a family who grapple with 
big questions after Patience is given the opportunity to enter an experimental gene therapy trial.  

Victoria is holding a launch for Patience at 3.30pm on 7th August 2021 at Walton-on-Thames 
Waterstones (in the Heart shopping centre) and everyone is welcome to attend, no RSVP needed. 
Victoria will be signing copies of her book and promises there will be free cake and wine.  

If you’d like to pre-order a copy of the novel (pre-orders make a big difference to authors!) you can 
do so here: https://linktr.ee/victoria.scott.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  



 

 

Beverly, Don, Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, 
Trevor, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara, Mark, Maximus, Cath and 
Eddie. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed: Ian McColl 
and Brian Prideaux. 

And in the year’s mind: John Ellis, Joan Costar, Natasha Craig, Marcel Werr. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Foodbank needs 

We are just one week away from the school holidays, the amount of families in crisis tends to 
increase because of the lack of free school meals and the increased costs of feeding children through 
the six weeks of the holidays.  

Please can you help with any of the items below? Thank you in advance. 

Donations can be given in our local supermarkets or via the donations bin at the back of St James’. 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the sixth week after Trinity 

Collect    

Generous God, 

you give us gifts and make them grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard seed, 

make it grow to your glory 

and the flourishing of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen! 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to the Christians in Ephesus, chapter two, 
verses 11-end: 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called ‘the uncircumcision’ by 
those who are called ‘the circumcision’—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human 



 

 

hands— remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He 
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in 
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both 
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 
So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place 
for God. 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark chaper six, verses 30-34, 53-end: 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and 
rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 
eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now 
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from 
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the 
boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed 
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they 
heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the 
sick in the market-places, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe 
of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and a live stream and recording of the 10am Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further 
information is also available online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Louise Bishop revlouisebishop@btinternet.com 07974 018160.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 


