
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, May 7th, 2021 

 

 

Spring is all around us, with so many plants and trees turning green, or purple like our Judas 
tree, after a long winter season it's fabulous to see all that new growth starting. 

We now have some services in person at St James’, and these too will grow as we start, step 
by step, moving slowly into a time with many less restrictions on what we can do. 

Last year we were unable to support Christian Aid week in church in our usual fashion, but I 
am pleased to say that we are doing so from Sunday 9th May this year. Please do support its 
campaign, either in church, through this newsletter or our website and social media 
channels. If you have any questions do contact us and we’ll do our best to answer them. 

Louise 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) on Sunday 9th May, 12 noon, following the 
11.15am Eucharist, in church. 



 

 

Election of new members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC), and the annual election of 
Churchwardens will also take place at the APCM. Nomination forms are available, and 
further information can be obtained through speaking to Brian, Louise or Jill.  

Reports and accounts will be available shortly, and all are invited to the APCM though only 
persons on the Electoral Roll may vote at that meeting. 

The revision of the Electoral Roll is underway, the current Roll is available to view at the 
back of the church. If you would like to join our Roll, application forms are similarly in 
church or can be emailed to you for completion. Please return them as quickly as possible. 

We will facilitate any written questions for the APCM if anyone is unable to attend. 

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 

 The website links below remain the same each week, why not bookmark it? 

10am Eucharist : https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am Eucharist :  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 



 

 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist : There is no need to book to attend. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2021.  

With every gift, with every voice, with every prayer, with every action, we stop this climate 
crisis. 

Our planet is changing, but some people are feeling the effects of this more than others. 
Weather extremes are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis and 
one place that has experienced this is Kenya.   

In parts of Kenya in 2020, drought was followed by relentless rainfall and flooding, which 
damaged crops that had struggled to grow. Together, the climate chaos and coronavirus are 
a double threat to lives and livelihoods. 

Climate chaos is causing a hunger crisis 

In Kitui, eastern Kenya, 8 out of 10 people depend on rain to grow crops. Without water, 
staple crops like maize and beans wither up and die. People can’t earn a living and they go 
hungry. 

People are forced to walk further and further to collect water. This daily burden robs them 
of the chance to farm and grow food for their families. Elderly women and children are 
especially vulnerable on these dangerous journeys and can face robbery or conflict as 
people battle over scarce resources. Cows, sheep and goats are becoming weaker and 
weaker. They can’t produce milk or be sold. People are struggling to cope. Lives are at risk. 
Families need every last drop to survive this climate chaos. 

Christian Aid has been working in Kenya since 1997. One of our long-standing partners in 
Kenya is Anglican Development Services – Eastern (ADSE). Christian Aid and ADSE are 
working together with communities in Kitui county to help them to adapt to drought as well 
as flooding, as climate chaos robs people of control over their lives. 

ADSE helps communities build earth and sand dams, and rock catchments, so they can 
harvest water near their homes. Dams are simple and cost-effective natural storage 
solutions. They catch the rain when it falls, increase the amount of stored water available to 
communities, defend against intense rain and flooding, and free women and girls from 
making long and dangerous journeys to collect water. 

There is a nearby earth dam just minutes away from Rose’s home. It should be a lifeline. But 
it’s not wide or deep enough for everyone’s needs. It runs out of water too quickly. 



 

 

Rose and her community need a bigger dam, to help them capture the rainfall and create a 
long-lasting source of water for their families. 

A song of hope and power 

What happens when the search for water does not consume people’s lives? What happens 
when people have the water they need to thrive? We can find out by meeting Florence: a 
woman who has transformed her life with access to a dam full of water. 

Florence is a soulful, joyful woman: full of life, love and laughter. The women in her farming 
group look up to her. She’s courageous and kind – a survivor. A few years ago, her husband 
died, leaving her a widow. At that time, she had no water to grow crops. Her children were 
hungry. Like Rose does now, she had to walk for hours to collect water. ‘Life was miserable,’ 
she told us.  

Florence could easily have been defeated. But she is a fighter. With help from Christian Aid’s 
local partner, Florence and her community were able to build a dam together, just 30 
minutes from her house.  

Using water from the dam, Florence grows tomatoes, onions and chillies on her farm. Her 
children can eat healthy, nutritious vegetables, and she has enough left to sell. It’s her 
source of life and joy.  

Florence also uses the dam to keep bees: the microclimate of plants growing around the 
dam means the bees don’t need to search long distances for nectar. She sells the rich, 
golden honey at the market. She says: ‘I have been sustained by the earth dam. My life has 
changed. I am very happy. You can see it in my face: my face is shining. I have strength and 
power.’ 

 

You can see Florence’s strength and power as she hauls heavy buckets to water her crops. 



 

 

You can see her strength and power as she sings to encourage the women with whom she 
farms. You can see her strength and power as she takes climate justice into her own hands.  

Florence is a generous woman of faith. She knows others are struggling to cope without a 
reliable water source, and wishes the same blessings she has received will be granted to 
them: ‘There is a village nearby – they don’t have an earth dam. They are suffering. I am 
thankful to people who have donated to build this earth dam. I am praying God will increase 
their giving.’ 

This Christian Aid Week, will you stand with people like Rose and Florence? 

Please donate this Christian Aid Week (10-16 May). Your gift could help a community build 
an earth dam, providing a regular and reliable source of water in affected areas of Kenya. 

·         £4.40 could teach 10 farmers how to plant drought-tolerant crops that can survive the 
drought. 

·         £10 could buy a pair of taps at a water point which will be installed at an earth dam, 
making it easier for people to fetch water. 

·         £42 could buy 350kg of cement, which is needed to build an earth dam. 

·         £545 could pay for a skilled labourer to work on the construction of an earth or sand 
dam. 

Every pound raised, every prayer said and every action taken, are expressions of our 
Christian love and compassion, of our belief that all life is equal and precious in the sight of 
God. 

You can also join us as we call on the UK Prime Minister to lead the world with ambitious 
climate action that will also address inequality (caid.org.uk/climate-
justice-petition). 

Also, pray with us for a radical change of heart for politicians, and that as 
a global community we will care for our common home and for people 
living in poverty. 

We can all be part of the solution. All we need is courage and 
determination. Stand together with us to fight this climate crisis. 

. https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/st-james-church-
weybridge 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Message in a bottle 

 

The Lion’s Message In a Bottle scheme is a simple idea designed to encourage people to 
keep their personal and medical details on a standard form and in a common location – the 
fridge. 

The bottle is kept in the fridge, where the emergency services will be able to find it in the 
event of being called to your home. They will know you have a bottle by the two labels 
displayed on the inside of the front door or on the main entrance to your home and the 
other is for the door of your fridge. 

Bottles are free of charge, we have a small supply in church and in the parish office. 

To find out more information about the scheme please visit the Lion’s Club website or if you 
would like the opportunity to get involved with this scheme and many others that help 
those in need, then please contact your local Lions Club or email mdhq@lions.org.uk or 
telephone 0121 441 4544 for details. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A way to say Thank You for our free NHS Covid vaccines? 

 

In this country we have this wonderful organisation, the NHS, which is enabling us all to be 
vaccinated. We get a text or a letter, hop onto a booking site, choose a date and turn up to 
be jabbed, and all without charge! Brilliant, you say, and you may assume that it is the same 
the world-over. 

Well yes, it is in many more wealthy countries, and between us we have overbought 
vaccines many times in excess of what we need. But if you are in a poorer country, can you 
afford to buy vaccines, much less distribute them to your population for free? Do you need 
to make hard choices over exactly who might get a precious jab and who will not? Or are 
you a country that has no way of paying for vaccines at all? Or a country that may not even 
have the infrastructure to ensure basic hygiene such as hand-washing can take place, what 
can you do? 

This is a virus wreaking havoc and worse world-wide, and only world-wide solutions, such as 
vaccination, will enable us all to live more safely. UNICEF wants to deliver TWO BILLION 
vaccine doses around the world by the end of 2021 to help those countries that need them 
the most. Will you join the many people who have already donated the cost of their free 
vaccine, a cost that many of us would have happily paid to receive it, to help UNICEF in their 
campaign? It seems to me to be an easy way to pay forward the privilege of my vaccination, 
by enabling at least one other person elsewhere in the world to also be protected. 

Louise 

The UNICEF campaign is called VaccinAid – donations can be GiftAided, and every £ will 
help. 

https://www.vaccinaid.org/ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Current Foodbank needs list - can you help? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Jane, Barbara & family. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, Richard 
Chown, priest and in the year’s mind, Dan Knight, Bryan Keene, Ethel Todman, Alastair Craig, 
Margaret Doyle. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

The Collect and Readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God, the Father. 

Amen! 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 10.44-end: 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 15.9-17: 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 



 

 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


