
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 28th May, 2021 

 

(Photo credit - Ben from Sky Survey UK) 

Dear all, 

I had hoped that choir rehearsals could re-start on Wednesday 26th May – a few days ago. 
However, due to the absurd regulation announced on Tuesday that the limit of six singers 
still applies to amateur choirs indoors, they cannot. I say ‘absurd’ because football matches 
and pubs etc. are, I assume, perceived to be less dangerous places. I have already aired my 
severe grievance on Thought for the Day (on the Parish Facebook page or YouTube.)  

Please write to your M.P. about this and sign the petition whose link is given below: 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/586559 

Yours, fed up (but not losing hope) and looking forward to proper meetings sometime soon, 

Brian 

(Rector, St. James’ Parish Church) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Bees love the buzz at St James’ 

Even though the weather has been more Autumnal that Spring-like of late, there are clear 
signs of the season in our church garden, which has become something of an attraction for 
local bees. 

Thank you to Gretchen Spalt for these photos. 

 



 

 

 

 

Would you like to sponsor our church flowers? 

 

Would you like to contribute towards the general cost of flowers at St James’, and for your 
gift to be in memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary? 

We are working out how to do this - please watch this space for further details.  

We will record these anniversaries / memorials in our newsletters, if you are happy for us to 
do so.  



 

 

Thank you! 

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 

 The website links below remain the same each week, why not bookmark it? 

10am Eucharist : https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am Eucharist :  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist : There is no need to book to attend. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Christian Aid Total 

Drumroll please; we have the total of all the contributions you have made to our Christian 
Aid Appeal 2021, we are very grateful for each and every one made. 



 

 

Donations made in church & through envelopes  £1100.00 

Donations made online or via the card reader   £1243.50 

The addition of Gift Aid brings us a grand total of  £2847.89. 

A big thank you must also go to Julia who organised the collection at St James’, and for 
enabling the online and card donations, a welcome addition to the cash envelope system. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Half term 

A reminder that it’s half term next week. This means that fewer people will be around in the 
church and office - if you need to contact the church during this time, it’s best to email 
stjamesweybridge@btinternet.com. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Caption Competition 

 

A selection of subjects and captions, there were several duplications caused by the socks! 



 

 

“Have you seen my glasses?” 

 "Keep looking. I know l dropped that coin around here!" 

“I’m not washing your feet until you take those silly socks off” 

.........”Oh, I do like your socks!”........ 

“Please don’t kick me in the head just because l vote Conservative!” 

"I'm sure that this is where that widow dropped her mite!" 

“Jeffrey pays his respects as he discovers the humbling effect of kissing the Rector's shoes “ 

And the winner is,  

"So Brian...................tell me again.   Your socks can talk?  They guided you here from the 
Jolly Farmer, but now they want to go to the Queen's Head?" 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

Having trouble adjusting to life post-pandemic? 

 

 

St. Columba’s House in Woking is holding special “quiet days” to support people to get back 
into the world from lockdown, whilst learning to live with Covid 19. 

The Quiet Days will explore the theme of returning from exile, and will offer the opportunity 
to share, reflect, to be spiritually fed and to gain encouragement. 



 

 

The Day will be led by The Revd. Haydon Wilcox.   Numbers will be limited to 16.  All Covid 
protocols will be practiced to ensure a safe environment. 

The event will be from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. and held in the large Chapel at St. Columba’s House, 
Woking and in the peaceful grounds.  The cost will be £30 and includes a packed lunch and 
refreshments. 

Two dates have been set aside: Monday 7th June and Monday 12th July 2021. 

To make a reservation please contact St. Columba’s House on Tel. 01483 766 498 or email:  
admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The vaccinated group keeps getting younger... 

 

 
 

People aged 30 and over are now eligible for a Covid vaccination. You can also get one if you 
are due to turn 30 before 1 July 2021. 

It’s worth mentioning that research has proven that both the Pfizer and AstraZeneca jabs 
are VERY EFFECTIVE against the Indian covid variant, particularly after two doses. Take 
your jab when you’re offered one! 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Current Foodbank needs list - can you help? 



 

 

 

We also have a need for strong carrier bags; bags for life or the more heavy duty and 
bigger supermarket shopping bags. If you have some spares lurking in your car boot, or 
under the sink, that are no longer needed please do declutter them our way. Thank you! 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 



 

 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Jane, Barbara & family, Mark, Cath, Charlie, 
Caroline-Lucy and Eddie. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, Denise 
Connolly, Stuart Vasey, Beryl Gray and Gladys Tribius.  

And in the year’s mind: Tom Abercrombie, George Parry, Mary Coke, Reginald Cox, Barbara 
Symond, Chunks Gunner, Eric Brewer. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for Trinity 

Holy God, 

faithful and unchanging: 

enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 

and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, 

that we may truly worship you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 



 

 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen! 

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Christians in Rome, chapter 8, verses 12-17: 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (3.1-17) 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, 
‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Mondays and Fridays 
and a live stream and recording of the 10am Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further 
information is also available online. 



 

 

 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


