
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 14th May, 2021 

 

 

 

Greetings, everyone! 

Further to my remarks made at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting I just wanted to share 
a few thoughts in this week’s Newsletter. 

First, if you know anyone who might like to receive the Newsletter, either in hard copy or 
electronically – please give their details to either myself or Louise Bishop. Even as we seem 
to be seeing signs of release from many of the regulations, it is important that people are 
not deprived of news when such a simple remedy is at hand. 

Second, we should be rightly proud that we have, by and large, weathered the pandemic 
and its annoying restrictions very well indeed. A huge ‘THANK YOU!’ to all who played their 
part in this, however apparently small or large. You know who you are. Recent ‘broad-brush 
announcements’ in the press might be leading us to think that, after a certain date or dates, 
all will go back to how it was before the lockdowns. It will not be the case. 

Restrictions will remain. So please don’t read the press versions, go to the government 
website and read the facts in detail for yourself. Or ask someone who has already done just 
that – please! 

I hope and pray that we will soon be able to announce substantial changes to our protocols 



 

 

at St. James’, with regard to the ordering of public worship. These may involve distancing , 
singing, maybe even masks, but to put it quite simply , I do not know yet what these will be. 
Please bear with me and understand that every small step has to be a step that is safe and 
which leads us forward to a time when we shall be together, properly, in church, doing what 
we are commanded to do by the Lord Himself, in keeping with our fine and treasured 
traditions of excellence in Liturgy and music and service to the community. 

I ask your prayers in this time of reflection and future deliverance. Sounds a tad dramatic? I 
promise it will be just that! 

With my love and prayers, 

Brian 

(Rector)  

 

Parish Centre availability  

 

The joy of having our Parish Centre is that it is normally used by a huge variety of 
businesses, groups and people, and by all ages.  It is a joy to hear the fun emanating from 
the various children’s groups, who have of late been our only users because of the 
restrictions, but we are so looking forward to welcoming back many of the classes and 
activities that our adult users enjoy. 

Having brought our main hall up to date and having refreshed the foyer just before the 



 

 

pandemic struck, we’d now like to get as much of the centre being used as we can. We are 
very grateful to our regular hirers for returning to us, but we do have spaces where our halls 
or stage area is available.  

If you know of anyone who may be interested in using our facilities, please do put them in 
touch with Niki in the Parish Office.  

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 

 The website links below remain the same each week, why not bookmark it? 

10am Eucharist : https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am Eucharist :  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist : There is no need to book to attend. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2021 

 

With every gift, we help people like Rose and stop this climate crisis   

In Kenya, extreme weather is making it harder and harder to survive. For communities 
fighting the climate crisis, every last drop matters and every last one of us can help them 
thrive. The coronavirus pandemic has only increased the urgent need for families to access a 
reliable source of water. 

The devastating climate crisis robs people of the water and food they need to live. 

Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her grandchildren. She tries hard to give them the 
kind of life she remembers from when she was a girl: when the rivers flowed with water and 
the crops bore fruit. 

Rose and her grandchildren shouldn’t have to go hungry. A simple earth dam, built with the 
help of Christian Aid’s partners and your donations, could completely change her life. This 
Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of thousands of our supporters who 
give, act and pray to stop this climate crisis driving people like Rose to hunger. 

From envelope collections to walking 300,000 steps in May, Christian Aid Week brings 
people together as one community against global poverty and injustice. 

This Christian Aid Week (10-16 May), please: 

•         Give generously to help ensure people like Rose fight this climate crisis. 



 

 

•         Act as we call on the UK Prime Minister to lead the world with ambitious climate 
action that will also address inequality (caid.org.uk/climate-justice-petition) 

•         Pray for a radical change of heart for politicians, and that as a global community we 
will care for our common home and for people living in poverty. 

 Together we stop this climate crisis, join us at caweek.org 

 

 

 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/st-james-church-weybridge 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

APCM update 

St James’ Annual Parochial Church Council meeting was held in church at 12 noon Sunday 
9th May. The usual business of the meeting took place, accounts adopted and reports 
approved. Jill Wilson was elected as a church warden (there is a vacancy for a second church 
warden). Donna Miller, Stephen Gillam-Smith, Juliet Marsh, Margaret Wicks and Chas 
Burston were elected onto the Parochial Church Council (PCC). 

It was also an opportunity to say thank you and goodbye to Annabelle and John Yeomans 
who are moving away from Weybridge. Between them they have undertaken many jobs and 
served on the PCC for a number of years. Their hard work, expertise and friendship will be 
missed by us all, but we wish them all the very best in their new venture. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

A celebration for the life of Richard William Bartlett Chown - “Father Dick” 



 

 

 

The Funeral Requiem for Father Dick will be held at St James’ on Wednesday 19th May at 
12.30. Due to current Covid-19 restrictions this will be an invitation only service. 

For those who cannot be there in person we will be live streaming the funeral so you can 
be with us in remembering a special person. Here’s how to watch: 

Launch www.youtube.com and search for St James Church Weybridge.                                                                            
Page of previous service recordings should appear.                                                                                                                                                                            
Approx. 10 minutes before the funeral an additional page should appear titled  -  Funeral 
service for Revd. Dick Chown 

Only immediate family flowers at the funeral but if you would like to donate in his memory 
you can through Lodge Brothers Funeral Directors, Weybridge 01932 854758  at the 
following link:   

www.lodgebrothers.co.uk and follow the link to online donations. 

We will be donating to three of his many favourite registered charities—      

Salt of the Earth—supporting rural development projects in India                                       

The Royal British Legion—providing support to those in need within the armed forces 
community. He was a Chaplin to them for many years.                                                     

Mission Aviation Fellowship—spreading Christian care to isolated and deprived 



 

 

communities, such as medicine, food and relief. 

The family would like to thank everyone for their kind words and support at this difficult 
time.      

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Walking with the Parables of Jesus 

 

Wintershall, near Guildford, is unable to perform its traditional Life of Christ play this year 
due to Covid. However, they’re instead offering a new experience, ‘Walking the Parables of 
Jesus’. 

Immerse yourself in the beauty of Wintershall, enjoy watching the stories that Jesus told, 
dramatised in short, captivating scenes and take time to reflect on what these might mean 
for us today, in our changing world. There are 5 parable scenes and the audience walks from 
scene to scene.  

On Saturday the 3rd of July, adult groups and families are invited to attend and they will be 
allocated into groups of a maximum of 60. There will be reflection material available to use 
either as you walk between the scenes, or following the experience during a picnic lunch or 
tea in the grounds. Performance timeslots are 10am – 12.30pm or 2pm - 4.30pm. 



 

 

To book, visit: https://www.wintershall.org.uk/walking-parables-jesus 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Having trouble adjusting to life post-pandemic? 

 

St. Columba’s House in Woking is holding special “quiet days” to support people to get back 
into the world from lockdown, whilst learning to live with Covid 19. 

The Quiet Days will explore the theme of returning from exile, and will offer the opportunity 
to share, reflect, to be spiritually fed and to gain encouragement. 

The Day will be led by The Revd. Haydon Wilcox.   Numbers will be limited to 16.  All Covid 
protocols will be practised to ensure a safe environment. 

The event will be from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. and held in the large Chapel at St. Columba’s House, 
Woking and in the peaceful grounds.  The cost will be £30 and includes a packed lunch and 
refreshments. 

Two dates have been set aside: Monday 7th June and Monday 12th July 2021. 

To make a reservation please contact St. Columba’s House on Tel. 01483 766 498 or email:  
admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Lost hearing aid 



 

 

Have you lost a hearing aid at church? We found one in the car park on Sunday, now safely 
locked in the Parish Office. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Current Foodbank needs list - can you help? 

 

We also have a need for strong carrier bags; bags for life or the more heavy duty and 
bigger supermarket shopping bags. If you have some spares lurking in your car boot, or 
under the sink, that are no longer needed please do declutter them our way. Thank you! 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 



 

 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Jane, Barbara & family, Mark, Cath, 
Charlie, Caroline-Lucy and Eddie. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, Denise 
Connolly, Richard Chown (priest), and in the year’s mind, Neville Bain, Emma Broad, Franklin 
Rice (priest.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the Sunday after Ascension 

Collect 



 

 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen! 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 1 verses 15-17, 21-end: 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 
arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’ 

So, one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ So they 
proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then 
they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two 
you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John:  

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that  

everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with 
them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one 
of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my 
joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 



 

 

truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Mondays and Fridays 
and a live stream and recording of the 10am Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further 
information is also available online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


