
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, April 2nd, 2021 

 

Around this time last year, we were unable to go into the Church building for the traditional 
start to Easter Day. The dawn Eucharist with the Blessing of the New Fire, the Blessing of the 
New Paschal Candle and the renewal of Baptismal Vows with Holy Baptism simply could not 
happen. 

After some animated discussion with my Superior the decision was made to record a Dawn 
Eucharist, Complete with Holy Fire and Candle and Incense in abundance – in the Rectory 
Garden. We only moved indoors for the actual Eucharistic Celebration and it was nicely odd 
to see our lounge converted into a Byzantine Church! 

The Superior in question was the very capable videographer and all eventually appeared 
online. The neighbours were amazed and amused, to be fair, and I am so glad that it could be 
done in those very straitened days. 

This year is so different. We are back in the Church building, with the majority present nearly 
all vaccinated against the Covid 19 virus. 

Just four words come leaping to mind: 

THANKS BE TO GOD. 

Brian 



 

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 

10am Eucharist: Fully booked, sorry 

11am Eucharist:  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist: These restart on 7 April, there is no need to book to attend. 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

HOLY WEEK COMES TO ITS CLOSE, AND THE LAST THREE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Station 14 – The body of Jesus is taken down from the Cross. 

 

The altered bloody corpse of the Lord is carefully brought down from its cruel throne. The 
picture is of Mary, His Mother, almost nursing him in death. Known in art as a form called 
the ‘Pieta’ – an Italian word meaning ‘Compassion’, its famous example is the statue by 

Michelangelo. This mystical genius sculptor captures the moment brilliantly. All we have to 
do is look at it and allow ourselves to somehow enter the beauty of it. 

When did you last stop and look at something which inspired you? 

 



 

 

Station 15 – Jesus’ body is placed in the tomb. 

 

The tradition is that Joseph of Arimathea offered his own tomb for Jesus’ body to rest in. A 
sealed stone closed it and guards placed on duty outside – for fear of disturbance. Very tidy. 

Do you like tidy things and events? What are your ragged, disjointed aspects of your life? 
Are they ignored, or accepted as uniquely yours? 
 
 
 



 

 

Station 16 – Victory 

 

The end of the Stations and the beginning of new life. Resurrection life, life full of promise 
and gift. Life as no other life. The challenge is to live it and to draw others to it. May you and 
yours be blessed with love and joy this Eastertide and continue to be drawn into the love that 
will never let you go. 

Brian 

(Brian Prothero, Rector of St. James’ Weybridge) 



 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Church open as usual for private prayer over the Easter weekend. 

Monday to Saturday 9am to 12.30pm, Sunday 11.45am to 12.30pm. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Those 50 and over can still book Covid-19 vaccinations. 

If you’re over 50, you can now go to the vaccine booking portal to book your jab. You may 
have received a text asking you to do this - but crucially, if you’re over 50, YOU DO NOT 
NEED TO HAVE RECEIVED A TEXT TO BOOK. 

Just visit: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 

Take the opportunity - these vaccines are saving thousands of lives! 

Second vaccinations are now in full swing - look out for your invitation. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

LAST CHANCE TO CONTRIBUTE - 2021 LENT CAMPAIGN SUPPORTING THE MANNA SOCIETY 

<insert Manna logo> 

Holy Week brings with it the chance to make a difference to some of those worse off than 
us. So this is a polite reminder from the Stewardship Group that there are two ways to 
support the campaign. 

You can either donate online at https://www.mannasociety.org.uk/  remembering to a) be 
sure to Gift Aid your donation if at all possible and b) let John Yeomans have details so that 
he can measure and manage the campaign as we go along (johnyeomans1950@gmail.com) . 



 

 

Alternatively, go to https://vouchers.aldi.co.uk/ and buy a vouchers or vouchers which start 
at only £5. Please be sure to buy the special orange voucher which precludes alcohol and 
lottery sales (they do not sell tobacco products anyway). 

<Insert Aldi vouchers pic> 

Aldi will arrange free delivery and you select the delivery address option online. Please have 
them sent to Paddy Boyle, The Manna Society, 12 Melior Street, Bermondsey, London SE1 
3QP. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Buy insurance, get free money for St James’ 

Are you in the market for new home insurance? If so, consider Ecclesiastical. If you take out 
a policy with them, they’ll donate £130 to a church of your choice (hopefully, this one 😊) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Foodbank  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

No newsletter next week 

Please note the newsletter team is taking a short Easter break - the next newsletter will be 
issued on Friday 16th April 2021. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Can you help? 

We are looking for a redundant rain butt and would be very grateful if anyone has one and 
would be willing to give it to St James’ 

The storage/garden shed now has gutters and we would love to collect the rainwater from 
the roof for use on the garden. 

For more information, please contact the Parish Office on 01932 856399 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Advance notice is given that our next APCM will be on 9 May at 12 noon, details to follow. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara & family. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Janet Harvey and Claus Tribius.  And in the year’s mind, Christopher Schofiekl, Pat Mead, 
Dorothy Hales, Gordon Winterbotham. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for Easter Day 

Collect 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open 



 

 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter10, verses 34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

  

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John chapter 20, verses 1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings 
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she 



 

 

turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you 
looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


