
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 30th April, 2021 

 

We are pleased to report that our Judas tree is putting on its glorious annual show. If you 
can, pop by the church this week and admire its beauty.  

Remember too that the church continues to be open for private prayer, and there are 
important notices at the back about the upcoming APCM (more on that further down this 
newsletter.) Do take a look when you visit. 

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 

 The website links below remain the same each week, why not bookmark it? 

10am Eucharist : https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 



 

 

11.15am Eucharist :  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist: There is no need to book to attend. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The final totals for the Lent Campaign in support of The Manna Society 

 

For most people, Easter has come and gone but of course, as good knowledgeable Christians 
steeped in the Easter tradition that is not exemplified by chocolate, we shall remain in the 
season of Eastertide for several weeks.  

It does mean, however, that the campaign has now reached its logical conclusion.  You will 
remember that the plan this year was twofold i.e.  financial donations direct to Manna and 



 

 

then Aldi vouchers for distribution by Manna to their clients. 

On the first front we raised £652 all of which was gift aided so it was actually worth £815 
and the vouchers totalled £330 bringing the total to £1,145 which is enough to make a 
difference - but please see below **. 

We are advised by Paddy, the administrator at The Manna Society, that, so far, they have 
distributed £100 worth of vouchers to three different clients: 

Client 1 - is benefit capped and is making a personal contribution towards his rent payment 
alongside having to pay back benefit advances, so his income is minimal. 

Client 2 - has no income presently as he is awaiting a decision on his benefit claim whilst he 
is street homeless. 

Client 3 - has no recourse to public funds and is destitute. As there are limits on the number 
of applications you can make to a foodbank for one client, the vouchers have been given to 
provide some support, so he does not use up all his foodbank opportunities this year. 

 

**The numbers achieved for this latest campaign do not compare terribly favourably with 
those for 2020 and we understand why. Absolutely understand! This type of endeavour is 
cumbersome, relatively impersonal and comes at a time when there are so many personal 
challenges, including financial uncertainty, for a large number of people. Therefore, it is 
almost inevitable that the number of donations will be lower. 

Having said that though, both the Stewardship Group and The Manna Society remain 
incredibly grateful – and we cannot wait to get back to the more normal collections of 
foodstuffs, toiletries and other essentials with which we can fill a van to the roof.  

So, don’t worry, Harvest Festival is very nearly upon us (only just over five months to go) 
and so let us hope and pray that we can do the next collection in the way that we would 
want.  



 

 

With renewed thanks, 

John Yeomans 07785 331542 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Message in a bottle 

 

The Lion’s Message in a Bottle scheme is a simple idea designed to encourage people to 
keep their personal and medical details on a standard form and in a common location – the 
fridge. 

The bottle is kept in the fridge, where the emergency services will be able to find it in the 
event of being called to your home. They will know you have a bottle by the two labels 
displayed on the inside of the front door or on the main entrance to your home and the 
other is for the door of your fridge. 

Bottles are free of charge; we have a small supply in church and in the parish office. 

To find out more information about the scheme please visit the Lion’s Club website or if you 
would like the opportunity to get involved with this scheme and many others that help 
those in need, then please contact your local Lions Club or email mdhq@lions.org.uk or 
telephone 0121 441 4544 for details. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

A way to say Thank You for our free NHS Covid vaccines? 



 

 

 

In this country we have this wonderful organisation, the NHS, which is enabling us all to be 
vaccinated. We get a text or a letter, hop onto a booking site, choose a date and turn up to 
be jabbed, and all without charge! Brilliant, you say, and you may assume that it is the same 
the world-over. 

Well yes, it is in many more wealthy countries, and between us we have overbought 
vaccines many times in excess of what we need. But if you are in a poorer country, can you 
afford to buy vaccines, much less distribute them to your population for free? Do you need 
to make hard choices over exactly who might get a precious jab and who will not? Or are 
you a country that has no way of paying for vaccines at all? Or a country that may not even 
have the infrastructure to ensure basic hygiene such as hand-washing can take place, what 
can you do? 

This is a virus wreaking havoc and worse world-wide, and only world-wide solutions, such as 
vaccination, will enable us all to live more safely. UNICEF wants to deliver TWO BILLION 
vaccine doses around the world by the end of 2021 to help those countries that need them 
the most. Will you join the many people who have already donated the cost of their free 
vaccine, a cost that many of us would have happily paid to receive it, to help UNICEF in their 
campaign? It seems to me to be an easy way to pay forward the privilege of my vaccination, 
by enabling at least one other person elsewhere in the world to also be protected. 

Louise 

The UNICEF campaign is called VaccinAid – donations can be GiftAided, and every £ will 
help. 

https://www.vaccinaid.org/ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

A reminder that you can now book your Covid jab if you are 42 and over - there is no need 
to wait for a letter or text from your GP. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) on Sunday 9th May, 12 noon, following the 
11.15am Eucharist, in church. 

Election of new members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC), and the annual election of 
Churchwardens will also take place at the APCM. Nomination forms are available, and 
further information can be obtained through speaking to Brian, Louise or Jill.  

Reports and accounts will be available shortly, and all are invited to the APCM though only 
persons on the Electoral Roll may vote at that meeting. 

The revision of the Electoral Roll is underway, the current Roll is available to view at the 
back of the church. If you would like to join our Roll, application forms are similarly in 
church or can be emailed to you for completion. Please return them as quickly as possible. 

We will facilitate any written questions for the APCM if anyone is unable to attend. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

For the love of our garden birds 

 

The last year has shown all of us, if we didn’t already know, exactly how valuable our 
gardens are as a haven for birds and other wildlife, and for us as a source of mental and 
physical replenishment in stressful times. 



 

 

Whilst gardens attract a few species of birds such as sparrows, dunnocks, robins, blackbirds 
and blue tits, if you wish to enjoy a wider variety of birds, you need to provide more 
attraction for them. 

 

We have always had a single bird feeder, but since installing a multi feeder which, in our 
case, is a tall pole with display arms from which we can hang a variety of bird food 
dispensers, we have attracted many more bird species to our garden.  Don’t be overly 
concerned if the birds ignore your display for a couple of weeks as it takes time for them to 
acclimatise to something new.  Try and position your display so that you can easily see it 
from your house, whilst having binoculars handy will also give greater enjoyment. To us, 
there is no better way of relaxing than sitting in our conservatory and watching these lovely 
creatures enjoy their food. 

We have put out a large dispenser with mixed wild bird food in it, plus two others with 
sunflower seed hearts in one and nyjer seeds in the other, together with several half 
coconuts filled with fat and suet which hang on their own ropes which are hugely popular 
with the birds. 

Since installing this arrangement, we now regularly also see great tits, coal tits, long-tailed 
tits, nut hatches (which are particularly striking), a flock of boisterous starlings, gold finches, 
chaffinches and, very occasionally, black caps, wrens and tiny goldcrests. 

Larger birds also turn up such as the greater spotted woodpecker which are very attractive 
and a particular favourite of ours, plus the occasional jackdaw, collared doves and now 
green parakeets. 

Needless to say, there are a lot of surplus seeds which drop from the feeders and these are 
usually cleaned up by the wood pigeons and a small field vole! 

Of course, it is also important to provide a source of clean water by way of a bird bath, or, 
better still a pond.  Another important element of attracting birds is nesting opportunities 
and, if your garden doesn’t have bushes, hedges and a selection of trees, it is worthwhile 
putting out nesting boxes in strategic positions.  These can be acquired with a variety of 
entrance hole sizes to attract different species of birds.  A good way to assess where the 
nests are is to watch the bird behaviour and, if they have nesting materials in their beaks, it 



 

 

is worth observing where they take them.  It is such a joy to see fledglings come along with 
their rather scruffy chaotic appearance and watch them trying to fly. 

Other varieties which are less frequent visitors to the garden are greenfinches, siskins, 
thrushes and jays with their wonderful blue flash on their sides. 

At this time of year, one of the other great joys is the dawn chorus and daily birdsong and, 
of course, the star of them all is the glorious sound of the blackbird. 

Charles Beresford 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a survivor or victim of church related abuse? Could you help the 
Diocese of Guildford to learn from the past and protect the future? 

The Diocese of Guildford is currently reviewing all its records, across all 162 parishes, to 
ensure that all safeguarding concerns and allegations have been identified, reported, and 
appropriately actioned. Critical to this, is the voice of survivors and victims. The Diocese of 
Guildford wants to listen to and to learn from your experiences and ensure that your voices 
are heard throughout this review process. 

Coming forward 
Anybody who would like to give information or make disclosures about church-related 
abuse is asked to contact Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor, Jackie Broadfoot 
(jackie.broadfoot@cofeguildford.org.uk  07918 559387). 

Support is available 
The Diocese recognise that coming forward may be extremely difficult and dedicated support 
has been set up for you. Two confidential listening services have been set up, for those people 
who have experienced church related abuse but who might want to talk through their 
experiences and feelings before taking any next step. To find out more about the support 
available click here. 

Building the safest community that we can 
Bishop Andrew, Diocesan Bishop for the Diocese of Guildford explains why we are doing this: 
“It is important we do everything we can to make our churches the safest places they can be. 
Safe means different things to different people but this review will help us to ensure that the 
concerns reported to our churches have been dealt with properly, and the care taken and the 
support given is of the high quality that people rightly deserve.  We have learnt from a previous 
review that survivors and victims’ voices are critical, and I would urge you to come forward.” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 



 

 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Jane, Barbara & family. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Margaret Rubidge and Richard Chown, Priest.  And in the year’s mind, Iris Appleford, Colin 
Paterson, Dan Knight, Bryan Keene. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

The Collect and Readings for the fifth Sunday of Easter 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God, the Father. 

Amen! 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 8.26-end: 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So, he got up and went. 
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit 
said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So, Philip ran up to it and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He 
replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit 
beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more and went 
on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 15.1-8 



 

 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide 
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information are also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


