
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on 16th Friday, April 2021 

 

For the moment, the Sunday Eucharistic Celebrations at 10 and 11.15 am at St. James’ are 
with the assistance of organ music. At 10 we have the added bonus of a small, socially 
distanced singing group, which sings a few verses from 3 hymns. 

Thus the 11.15 am Sunday Celebration is predominantly a said Service and I am aware from 
at least 14 people who have taken the trouble to contact me, that there is some sadness 
that there is no singing whatsoever at 11.15. 

What this suggests and reinforces for me is the opinion widely held that music is an integral 
aspect of the liturgical life at St. James’ Church – but I think we all realised that in any case! 

I would ask you all to understand that the present arrangement is the result of one more 
positive yet small step towards a return to what we do best here as we seek to obey the 
Lord’s Eucharistic command to celebrate his presence among us in bread and wine. 

The time will come when our pattern of worship will be more accessible and properly 
varied, and celebrated 100% as joyfully as we are able. Please pray and be patient! 

With every blessing, 



 

 

Brian 

Rector, St. James’ Weybridge 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn (unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 

10am Eucharist: https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am Eucharist:  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist: There is no need to book to attend. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

If you’re over 45, you can now go to the vaccine booking portal to book your jab. You may 
have received a text asking you to do this - but crucially, if you’re over 45, YOU DO NOT 
NEED TO HAVE RECEIVED A TEXT TO BOOK. 

Just visit: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 

Take the opportunity - these vaccines are saving thousands of lives! 

Second vaccinations are now in full swing - look out for your invitation. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Reverend Richard Chown - known to us as ‘Father Dick’ 

Fr. Dick Chown, an Honorary Assistant Priest at St. James’ for many years, has died. Well 
into his nineties, Dick served the Parish here with dignity and great compassion. Always 
ready to offer a listening ear when needed and ever happy to help out when asked. He 
sustained the monthly Eucharist of Requiem at St. James’ until relatively recently when his 
circumstances changed, and he was unable to help as he once did. He continued to help, 
however, by his faithful prayer and remembrance of people’s concerns and worries and this 
ministry was valued by many of the Parish Family and by many also far further afield.  



 

 

 

 

In his stipendiary ministry as a Parish Priest, he was much loved and supported by the 
congregations he served and is still fondly remembered by many of his former parishioners. 

He had a vibrant sense of humour and loved a glass (or two) of real ale and often described 
himself, variously, as ‘old fashioned’ or even ‘stuck in my ways’ – I told him we could all 
identify with both those traits! 

Priesthood, prayer, principle and people defined his life, and now, at peace with the Lord he 
strove to serve by seeing Him in others. He received the Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist 
on Easter Day and left us later in the week, fortified by that sacramental assurance which 
was his bedrock. Please pray for his daughter Sue and for her family, all of whom he adored. 
May he rest in peace and rise into that eternal day, which is Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A way to say Thank You for our free NHS Covid vaccines? 

 

In this country, we have this wonderful organisation, the NHS, which is enabling us all to be 
vaccinated. We get a text or a letter, hop onto a booking site, choose a date and turn up to 
be jabbed. And all without charge! Brilliant, you say, and you may assume that it is the same 
the world-over. 

Well yes, it is in many more wealthy countries, and between us we have overbought 
vaccines many times in excess of what we need. But if you are in a poorer country, can you 
afford to buy vaccines, much less distribute them to your population for free? Do you need 
to make hard choices over exactly who might get a precious jab and who will not? Or are 
you a country that has no way of paying for vaccines at all? Or a country that may not even 
have the infrastructure to ensure basic hygiene such as handwashing can take place, what 
can you do? 

This is a virus wreaking havoc and worse world-wide, and only world-wide solutions, such as 
vaccination, will enable us all to live more safely. UNICEF wants to deliver TWO BILLION 
vaccine doses around the world by the end of 2021 to help those countries that need them 
the most. Will you join the many people who have already donated the cost of their free 
vaccine, a cost that many of us would have happily paid to receive it, to help UNICEF in their 
campaign? It seems to me to be an easy way to pay forward the privilege of my vaccination, 
by enabling at least one other person elsewhere in the world to also be protected. 

Louise 

The UNICEF campaign is called VaccinAid – donations can be GiftAided, and every £ will 
help. 

https://www.vaccinaid.org/ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there anybody out there who would like to keep fit and help the homeless? 

 

Both “our” chosen charities (Rentstart and The Manna Society) are entering the period of 
relaxed pandemic restrictions with events aimed at raising funds and promoting wellbeing. 

The Rentstart fundraiser does not actually have to be fitness related, although many people 
will feel that they would want it to be that way as it is all about following in the glorious 
footsteps of Captain Tom Moore, who died aged 100 having completed 100 laps of his 
garden to raise funds for NHS charities. 

Between 30th April and 1st May, you can take on any challenge around the number 100, 
whether it is singing 100 songs, clocking up 100 minutes of exercise, taking 100 photos, or 
whatever else you can think of around the number 100.  

John Yeomans has already suggested eating 100 Greggs sausage rolls, but Mrs. Y. has, 
regrettably, shopped him to his GP! 



 

 

If you can take part, just follow to create a fundraising page, or go to the Rentstart to find 
more details.  Perhaps you might also share the link to the website with your friends, family 
and any local groups with which you are involved.   

https://www.rentstart.org/captaintom 

Thank you for your help towards a campaign which has captured the nation's attention and I 
hope we can raise significant funds towards combatting local homelessness. 

 

Meanwhile at the Manna Society, there are plans to raise money by participating in the 
ASICS London 10K Run which will take place on Sunday 25th July.  

Starting at Piccadilly & finishing on Whitehall, passing St James Palace, Trafalgar Square, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, Big Ben, Westminster Abbey & Parliament Square. They have 10 places for 
this 10K Run. If you feel up to the challenge and can raise a minimum of £200, they would 
be delighted to hear from you. Please contact Paddy at mail@mannasociety.org.uk. 

More information about the run itself can be found at:  

https://raceroster.com/events/2021/34801/asics-london-10k-2021 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Advance notice is given that our next APCM will be on 9 May at 12 noon. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Seeking your contributions 

 

Do you have an issue or idea you’d like to share with your fellow parishioners? We would 
love to hear from you. We’re seeking short (less than 500 words) articles relating to faith, 
daily life, local issues or music, art or books. Anything, really, as long as you have something 
interesting to say!  

If you’d like to write something for this newsletter, please get in touch with Louise. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara & family. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Janet Harvey and Claus Tribius.  And in the year’s mind, Kurt Blundell, Geoffrey Mead, Bill 
Balcombe. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Reasons to be cheerful 

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for lunch. At the 
head of the table was a large tray of apples. A nun lettered a note and posted it on the apple 
tray: "Take only ONE. God is watching." 

Moving along the lunch line, at the other end was a large tray of chocolate chip cookies. A 
girl wrote a note, which she put next to the tray of cookies, "Take all you want. God is 
watching the apples." 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the third Sunday of Easter 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen! 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 3, verses 12-19: 

Following the account of the healing of a crippled beggar: 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or 
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 



 

 

from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him 
this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
Repent therefore and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (24.36b-48)  

While they were talking about the appearance of Jesus, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified and thought that 
they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and 
see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must 
be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 



 

 

Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill Wilson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


