
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, April 23rd, 2021 

 

(photo credit - Ben from Sky Survey UK) 

With this beautiful sunny spell, we can see, day to day, the changes happening around us as 
trees burst into leaf, plump flower buds are forming and the woodland ferns are beginning 
to uncurl. Signs to herald the spring and summer seasons to come. 

So follows our first steps at St James’ to bring our worship back to that which we would like 
to have. We’re now open again for people to be at our services, we have organ music and 
now a small group of singers at one service. We wait patiently for further easing of 
restrictions and a time when we can take those next few steps with our worship offering. 

We are all eager for further change but must be patient, it will come. Meantime please do 
come and join us in church if you are able, or online. 

With every blessing, 

Louise 

Asst. Curate, St. James’ Weybridge 

 

We extend a heartfelt thank you to all who helped 
ensure we could keep the church open last week 
for people to come and pray, pay their respects or 
sign a condolence book following the death of the 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Your willingness 
to help out was much appreciated. 



 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a survivor or victim of church related abuse? Could you help the 
Diocese of Guildford to learn from the past and protect the future? 

The Diocese of Guildford is currently reviewing all its records, across all 162 parishes, to 
ensure that all safeguarding concerns and allegations have been identified, reported, and 
appropriately actioned. Critical to this, is the voice of survivors and victims. The Diocese of 
Guildford wants to listen to and to learn from your experiences and ensure that your voices 
are heard throughout this review process. 

Coming forward 
Anybody who would like to give information or make disclosures about church-related 
abuse is asked to contact Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor, Jackie Broadfoot 
(jackie.broadfoot@cofeguildford.org.uk  07918 559387). 

Support is available 
The Diocese recognise that coming forward may be extremely difficult and dedicated support 
has been set up for you. Two confidential listening services have been set up, for those people 
who have experienced church related abuse but who might want to talk through their 
experiences and feelings before taking any next step. To find out more about the support 
available click here. 

Building the safest community we can 
Bishop Andrew, Diocesan Bishop for the Diocese of Guildford explains why we are doing this: 
“It is important we do everything we can to make our churches the safest places they can be. 
Safe means different things to different people but this review will help us to ensure that the 
concerns reported to our churches have been dealt with properly, and the care taken and the 
support given is of the high quality that people rightly deserve.  We have learnt from a previous 
review that that survivors and victims’ voices are critical, and I would urge you to come 
forward.” 

 

Attending Church on a Sunday? 

In order to keep everyone safely distanced, our services are limited to 30 households, masks 
must be worn(unless exempt) and hands sanitised on entry.  

Because of demand, one booking for each household is essential and bookings open on 
Thursdays at 9am for the following Sunday. 



 

 

 The website links below remain the same each week, why not bookmark it? 

10am Eucharist : https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am Eucharist :  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk 

If you have any problems with booking online please call Louise on 07974 018160 who will 
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 

Attending Church on a Wednesday? 

10am Eucharist: There is no need to book to attend. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Local elections on Thursday 6 May, polling stations will be open from 7am to 10pm. 

If you are not able to cast your vote in person, you can ask someone you trust to cast your 
vote for you. This is called a proxy vote and the person casting your vote is often referred to 
as your proxy. The person voting on your behalf can either go to your polling station to cast 
your vote or can apply to vote for you by post. The deadline to apply for a proxy vote is 5pm 
on Tuesday 27 April through your local council Electoral Services Office, check individual 
council websites for details. 

Your polling station address should be printed on your polling card, which is delivered by 
post before an election. You can also check where to vote by entering your postcode on the 
'Where Do I Vote' website. You must vote at your assigned polling station. Please do check 
where you need to vote, it may be different to usual because of the Covid measures 
needed. 



 

 

https://wheredoivote.co.uk/ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Reverend Richard Chown - known to us as ‘Father Dick’ 

Fr. Dick Chown, an Honorary Assistant Priest at St. James’ for many years, has died. Well 
into his nineties, Dick served the Parish here with dignity and great compassion. Always 
ready to offer a listening ear when needed and ever happy to help out when asked. He 
sustained the monthly Eucharist of Requiem at St. James’ until relatively recently when his 
circumstances changed and he was unable to help as he once did. He continued to help, 
however, by his faithful prayer and remembrance of people’s concerns and worries and this 
ministry was valued by many of the Parish Family and by many also far further afield.  

In his stipendiary ministry as a Parish Priest he was much loved and supported by the 
congregations he served and is still fondly remembered by many of his former parishioners. 

He had a vibrant sense of humour and loved a glass (or two) of real ale and often described 
himself, variously, as ‘old fashioned’ or even ‘stuck in my ways’ – I told him we could all 
identify with both those traits! 

Priesthood, prayer, principle and people defined his life,  and now, at peace with the Lord 
he strove to serve by seeing Him in others. He received the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Eucharist on Easter Day and left us later in the week, fortified by that sacramental assurance 
which was his bedrock. Please pray for his daughter Sue and for her family, all of whom he 
adored. May he rest in peace and rise into that eternal day, which is Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

A way to say Thank You for our free NHS Covid vaccines. 

 

In this country we have this wonderful organisation, the NHS, which is enabling us all to be 
vaccinated. We get a text or a letter, hop onto a booking site, choose a date and turn up to 
be jabbed, and all without charge! Brilliant, you say, and you may assume that it is the same 
the world-over. 

Well yes, it is in many more wealthy countries, and between us we have overbought 
vaccines many times in excess of what we need. But if you are in a poorer country, can you 



 

 

afford to buy vaccines, much less distribute them to your population for free? Do you need 
to make hard choices over exactly who might get a precious jab and who will not? Or are 
you a country that has no way of paying for vaccines at all? Or a country that may not even 
have the infrastructure to ensure basic hygiene such as handwashing can take place, what 
can you do? 

This is a virus wreaking havoc and worse world-wide, and only world-wide solutions, such as 
vaccination, will enable us all to live more safely. UNICEF wants to deliver TWO BILLION 
vaccine doses around the world by the end of 2021 to help those countries that need them 
the most. Will you join the many people who have already donated the cost of their free 
vaccine, a cost that many of us would have happily paid to receive it, to help UNICEF in their 
campaign? It seems to me to be an easy way to pay forward the privilege of my vaccination, 
by enabling at least one other person elsewhere in the world to also be protected. 

Louise 

The UNICEF campaign is called VaccinAid – donations can be GiftAided, and every £ will 
help. 

https://www.vaccinaid.org/ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) on Sunday 9th May, 12 noon, following the 
11.15am Eucharist, in church. 



 

 

Election of new members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC), and the annual election of 
Churchwardens will also take place at the APCM. Nomination forms are available, and 
further information can be obtained through speaking to Brian, Louise or Jill.  

Reports and accounts will be available shortly, and all are invited to the APCM though only 
persons on the Electoral Roll may vote at that meeting. 

The revision of the Electoral Roll is underway, the current Roll is available to view at the 
back of the church. If you would like to join our Roll, application forms are similarly in 
church or can be emailed to you for completion. Please return them as quickly as possible. 

We will facilitate any written questions for the APCM if anyone is unable to attend. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Seeking your contributions 

 

Do you have an issue or idea you’d like to share with your fellow parishioners? We would 
love to hear from you. We’re seeking short (less than 500 words) articles relating to faith, 
daily life, local issues or music, art or books. Anything, really, as long as you have something 
interesting to say!  

If you’d like to write something for this newsletter, please get in touch with Louise. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  



 

 

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Penny, Mike, Alan, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim, Barbara & family. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Margaret Rubidge and Richard Chown, Priest.  And in the year’s mind, Fred Parsons and 
George Button. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

Visiting his grandparents, a small boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered 
through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell out. He picked it up and found that it was an old leaf 
that had been pressed flat between the pages. "Mama, look what I found," he called out. 

      "What have you got there, dear?" his mother asked." 

      With astonishment in his voice, the boy answered, "I think it's Adam's underwear!" 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the fourth Sunday of Easter 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen! 

A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 4, verses 5-12 



 

 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name 
did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and 
elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 

“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.” 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

 

 A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 10, verses 11-18 

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from 
my Father.’ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 



 

 

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


