
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 20th March 2021 

 

‘Passiontide’ and continuing the way of the cross 

This Sunday we begin the last two weeks of Lent, called in many Christian Churches 
'Passiontide’. It is a time, as its name suggests, when the focus on the Way of the Cross (Via 
Crucis) becomes intensely sharper. The indescribable agony of crucifixion is at its centre, but 
we are led beautifully to the tomb, the harrowing of hell and the joy of life on Resurrection 
Sunday. The joy and life and victory we are all invited to share. 

Stations nine and ten 

Continuing the dramatic journey of Jesus from the Hall of Judgement to the tomb, this week 
I share some reflections on Stations numbered 9 and 10. 

Station 9 – Jesus falls for the third time under the weight of his Cross 



 

 

Jesus falls for the third time, echoing the three denials of St. Peter. The Lamb of God, who 
carries the sins of the whole world is possibly nearer to death than his executioners and 
torturers seem to realise. 



 

 

This is a victor who is utterly victim as well. Vulnerable and yet strong. The walking, falling 
paradox. 

Remember this mystery. Read and re-read. We are not meant to understand it – just to see 
something of God within it. 

Have you felt particularly vulnerable lately? To whom did you turn? 

Station 10 – Jesus is stripped for execution 



 

 

Physically brought to his lowest, Jesus endures the shame of public stripping, ready for the 
final hammer blows. Not very Church of England, but this bit is the full and final removal of 
any human dignity. The squad was good at their job. Yet the soul remained, temporarily 



 

 

obliterated by blood and sweat and exhaustion. 

When last did you name and shame someone? Are you penitent? 

With every blessing for Lent and invited soon to look beyond the horrors, 

Brian 

(Brian Prothero, Rector of St. James’ Weybridge) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Census reminder 

 

Census day falls this Sunday, and you are legally required to complete it.  

The online questionnaire is simple to fill in, but if you’re having trouble, there is lots of 
support on offer for everyone who needs it.  

Anyone not confident filling in their questionnaire online can ask for a paper form by calling 
the census contact centre on 0800 141 2021.  The contact centre is also there to answer 
questions about the census, and to offer alternative formats – for example, a Large Print 
questionnaire pack or a braille guidance booklet. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Those 50 and over can now book Covid-19 vaccinations without getting a letter or text 

If you’re over 50, you can now go to the vaccine booking portal to book your jab. You may 
have received a text asking you to do this - but crucially, if you’re over 50, YOU DO NOT 
NEED TO HAVE RECEIVED A TEXT TO BOOK. 

Just visit: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 

Take the opportunity - these vaccines are saving thousands of lives! 



 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

National day of reflection 

The Church of England is supporting the National Day of Reflection on 23 March, the first 
anniversary of the UK lockdown, to commemorate this tragic loss of life and to stand 
together with everyone who’s grieving. 

 

Organised by Marie Curie, the National Day of Reflection looks to reflect on our collective 
loss, support those who've been bereaved, and hope for a brighter future.  

Visit here for ideas of how to mark it, including a suggestion to call or send a card to 
someone you know who is bereaved. 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Foodbank needs 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Local elections and getting a postal vote

 

How will you vote in the May elections? 

Register to vote first - the closing date is midnight 19th of April. 



 

 

Depending on your circumstances and where you are registered, there are three ways to 
cast your vote. 

1. In person – This means going to the polling station to vote on polling day. 

2. By post - Your council will send you a posting voting pack so you can complete 

your ballot paper at home and return it in the post. 

3. By proxy – If you are unable to go to the polling station yourself you can ask a trusted 
person to vote on your behalf. 

Find out more - http://orlo.uk/6VSq0 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you borrowed medical equipment that you no longer need? 

 

Do you or a loved one have medical equipment you no longer need? Surrey’s Community 
Equipment Service lend out a range of equipment to help people stay independent and safe 
at home, but many items never find their way back when they’re no longer needed. 

The pandemic means that the items are needed now more than ever. All equipment lent out 
has a barcode sticker somewhere on the item. If you or a loved one has items that are no 
longer needed please contact Millbrook Healthcare on 0330 124 1247 or email 
SurreyFeedback@millbrookhealthcare.co.uk. 

 



 

 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, & Tim. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Janet Harvey, Alan Forsyth, Noel Hadfield, Helen Kersey and Claus Tribius.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for Passion Sunday, the 5th Sunday of Lent 

Collect 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 



 

 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen! 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews , chapter 5, verses 5-10: 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 
one who said to him, 

‘You are my Son, 

today I have begotten you’; 

as he says also in another place, 

‘You are a priest for ever, 

according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (12.20-33) 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 
‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is 
for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came 
from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, 
‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 
 

 

 


