
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 26th March, 2021 

 

GREAT NEWS! 

The Parochial Church Council (P.C.C.) meeting last Saturday elected to re-start in-person 
public worship with effect from Easter Day.  Naturally, I am delighted with this decision, 
based on the evidence available to us.  

Live-streaming of the Eucharist on Easter Day and Sundays will continue until further notice. 
Masks will need to be worn and social distancing observed throughout.  

Signing up for places at the 10 am and the 11.15 am Eucharists will, as before, be done 
through EVENTBRITE. Booking will become available from 9 am on the Thursday before the 
Sunday in question.  

Even so, please remember to stay safe and help others to stay safe by washing your hands, 



 

 

keeping social distancing and wearing a face covering or mask. 

This Sunday we begin Holy Week, the final steps on the way to the Cross. It is a time 
considered by many Christians to be the most important of the Church’s Year.  

We will be back in Church for Easter Day (as well as live-streamed) and we will joyfully, and 
with thankful hearts proclaim together “He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” In these weird times, 
we must be thankful also. What or whom have you taken for granted this week? 

Brian 

Booking URLS 
 
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The stations of the cross, continued... 

Station 11 – Jesus is nailed to the Cross 

 



 

 

 

The end is nearer now. The hammer blows on the nails echo throughout the universe, the 
shedding of blood no mere wound. The vile prelude to the most horrific deaths possible. 
Just a job for the execution squad. Another job indeed, but there is a difference about this 
man. He seems resigned yet in agony. Calm as his hands and feet twitch with each strike of 
the hammer. Let it be over soon. Please stop to consider this pain and suffering and what it 
might have to do with you and your life. 

Station 12 – Jesus speaks to his Mother and St. John, the ‘beloved disciple ‘, from the 
Cross 

 

This station is so very special. Even in his agony Jesus says to Mary, ‘Woman, here is your 
son’ and to St .John, ’Son, here is your Mother.’ Mary is committed to the care of John who, 
by tradition, took her to his own home.  Spare a prayer for any parents you know who have 



 

 

lost children, please. 

Station 13 – Jesus dies on the Cross 

 

Jesus breathes his last, with the words ‘It is finished.’ The complete and perfect act of self-
giving to wipe away all human sinfulness is accomplished. All of which is good news for us, 
since we are all sinners in need of the assurance of forgiveness. Jesus writes the ‘mission 
statement’ of the Church as the Cross proclaims the love of the one sent by God to bring us 
back to Him. Love is his way. Do you need to make your Confession? It is so easy to arrange 
– please get in touch. 

With every blessing for Lent and now looking beyond the terrors of death, as ever 

Brian 



 

 

(Brian Prothero, Rector of St. James’ Weybridge) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Clocks go forward  

Remember that the clocks go forward this weekend! When adjusting them, it’s also a good 
idea to check the batteries in your smoke alarms, which need checking every six months. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Those 50 and over can now book Covid-19 vaccinations without getting a letter or text 

If you’re over 50, you can now go to the vaccine booking portal to book your jab. You may 
have received a text asking you to do this - but crucially, if you’re over 50, YOU DO NOT 
NEED TO HAVE RECEIVED A TEXT TO BOOK. 

Just visit: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 

Take the opportunity - these vaccines are saving thousands of lives! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Manna lent appeal 

A gentle reminder that we are nearing the end of this year's Manna Society Lent Appeal - for 
further details please see our website. 

http://www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk/2021-lent-campaign-in-support-of-the-manna-society 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Buy insurance, get free money for St James’ 

Are you in the market for new home insurance? If so, consider Ecclesiastical. If you take out 
a policy with them, they’ll donate £130 to a church of your choice (hopefully, this one 😊) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

Foodbank  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Local elections and getting a postal vote

 

How will you vote in the May elections? 

Register to vote first - the closing date is midnight 19th of April. 

Depending on your circumstances and where you are registered, there are three ways to 
cast your vote. 

1. In person – This means going to the polling station to vote on polling day. 



 

 

2. By post - Your council will send you a posting voting pack so you can complete 

your ballot paper at home and return it in the post. 

3. By proxy – If you are unable to go to the polling station yourself you can ask a trusted 
person to vote on your behalf. 

Find out more - http://orlo.uk/6VSq0 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Gladys, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, & Tim. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Janet Harvey and Claus Tribius.  And in the year’s mind, Lucy Marsh, Bob Edwards, Stuart 
Craig. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

A teacher was observing her classroom as the children drew pictures. The teacher would 
occasionally walk around and see each child’s artwork. As she approached one little girl who 
was working especially hard, she asked what the drawing was. 

The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!” 

“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually knows what God looks like.” 



 

 

The little girl continued drawing and said: “well, they certainly will in a minute!” 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for Palm Sunday 

Collect 

True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory. 

Amen! 

A reading from the letter to the Philippian Christians , chapter 2, verses 5-11: 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (15.1-32) 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 
Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ Then the 
chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See 
how many charges they bring against you.’ But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate 
was amazed. 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according 
to his custom. Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Jews?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 



 

 

Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King 
of the Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he 
done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began 
saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and 
knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take. 

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge 
against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his 
right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come 
down from the cross!’ In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let 
the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and 
believe.’ Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 



 

 

 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 

 
 

 


