
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 12th March, 2021 
 

 

The origins of Mothering Sunday lie in the Book of Common Prayer. In the Epistle reading 
set for the 4th Sunday of Lent (Letter to the Galatians 4.26) we read, “But Jerusalem which 
is above is free; which is the mother of us all.” It is thought that St. Paul here is identifying 
the Church as our mother, the New Jerusalem. 

Mothering Sunday looks back to the time when youngsters who had been pressed into 
domestic service would return to their place of origin – to their mother Parish or Church and 
visit their mothers for a short holiday, the weekend of the Fourth Sunday of Lent. It has 
evolved into a celebration and thanksgiving for all who are Mother, but not forgetting those 
for whom this day is one of sadness for one reason or another. 

By all means let’s do that and more, but please, oh please, don’t confuse it with Mothers’ 
Day, which is a secular Commercial Feast much beloved of card manufacturers, florists and 
chocolatiers! 

Thank God for the Church as well, and the call Christ makes on us all to do something 
unique for the good of the Church, the New Jerusalem. 

Brian 

Rector of St. James’ 



 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stations of the cross  

Continuing the dramatic journey of Jesus from the Hall of Judgement to the tomb, this week I 
share some reflections on Stations numbered 7 and 8. 

Station 7 – Jesus falls for the second time under the weight of his Cross 



 

 

  

Jesus fell. Again. He, being beaten, bloodied, fatigued and dying, collapses for the second 
time as the crowd gathers to gawp at the spectacle. This is his death march to Golgotha. 

We pause at this station and perhaps take time to reflect on the frailty and powerlessness of 
the human body and spirit. 

We pause and watch in shock and horror as this man crumples under the weight of his 
reality. His reality is the carrying of the weight of the sins of the world. I’m not surprised this 
is referred to as a great mystery. Let’s leave it there, you’ll get a headache otherwise. 

I’ve had a few crumples in my time and each one taught me much. I know I am not alone. 
Spare some time for thought for yourself with this one? 

Station 8 – Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem 



 

 

  

The women were probably professional mourners, usually hired for a funeral. Jesus speaks 
bluntly - “Enough! Save your crying for things of more importance, such as the great 
injustices of the world.” 

The need to prepare for the coming of the Kingdom was urgent, which explains his intensity 
at this point. Jesus speaks here at greater length to the women of Jerusalem than on any 
other occasion during these momentous events. They are tough words, and harsh: “The 
days are coming when people will say, ‘Happy are the barren, the wombs that never bore a 
child, the breasts that never fed one.’” 

I hope we are encouraged by this to look beyond our own small world, and to get equipped 
for a time of great unrest and testing. This must have been the situation many times and for 
many centuries since Jesus said those words, and it is so now. Christianity has weathered 
many storms. In the past 300 years, for example, it has weathered rationalism and so-called 
secularisation and many more fashions of the age. If the Church cannot manage this much 
more, then we reach and real Good Friday moment in which we must face the reality of the 



 

 

Cross for the sake of our failings. 

The Church is called to change, to adapt and re-interpret the Gospel afresh in every 
generation. How should we deal with change? As a natural part of life or as ostriches with 
our heads in the sands of time? 

With every blessing for Lent and with thanks for what comes after it, 

Brian 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Visiting the stations of the cross in Jerusalem: Donna’s experience 

I’ve been reading Brian’s stations of the cross articles each week with great interest. It takes 
me back to my pilgrimage trip with St James’ in January 2014. In prepping for my trip, I gave 
a lot of thought to the sites I would be seeing and the impact that I thought they would have 
on me. 

Of particular interest were The Stations of the Cross, on the famous Via Dolorosa. It begins, 
as one might expect, at the Lions’ Gate where Jesus was condemned to death and ends at 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. It’s not a straight road; there are a lot of twists and it’s 
not particularly easy to navigate. 

On the morning of our visit, I woke up slightly apprehensive. It was the same apprehension I 
felt on the morning that I visited Auschwitz. Both are solemn places with loads of history, 
and in both cases, took me back to my maternal grandmother’s Jewish heritage. That 
morning in Jerusalem, I wasn’t sure how I would feel walking in the steps of Jesus. What 
struck me immediately was that while the Via Dolorosa is a matter-of-fact place...it is also a 
bit absurd and completely chaotic. What I didn’t expect was the overt commercialism 



 

 

around the Stations of the Cross. Trip Advisor lists Pizzeria Basti as ‘really good pizza near 
the 3rd station of the cross.’ You’ll be pleased to know that it receives five stars in the 
hygiene category too. 

 

As with almost every place in this world, while history has taken place and significant events 
have occurred, there are also parents using the same path to take their children to school, 
students on bicycles, locals having business meetings at sidewalk cafes along with the usual 
bustle that you will find in any city. 

So, was the Stations of the Cross a solemn experience for me? Not really, but I enjoyed it 
immensely. If you can tune out the modern city sounds, you can almost hear the sounds of 
1st-century Jerusalem. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Those 55 and over can now book Covid-19 vaccinations without getting a letter or text 

If you’re over 55, you can now book your Covid-19 jab without needing to wait for an invite. 
Just visit this website and select your location and date: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-
coronavirus-vaccination/ 



 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Foodbank needs 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Local elections and getting a postal vote

 

How will you vote in the May elections? 

Register to vote first - the closing date is midnight 19th of April. 

Depending on your circumstances and where you are registered, there are three ways to 
cast your vote. 

1. In person – This means going to the polling station to vote on polling day. 

2. By post - Your council will send you a posting voting pack so you can complete 

your ballot paper at home and return it in the post. 

3. By proxy – If you are unable to go to the polling station yourself you can ask a trusted 
person to vote on your behalf. 

Find out more - http://orlo.uk/6VSq0 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Have you borrowed medical equipment that you no longer need? 

 

Do you or a loved one have medical equipment you no longer need? Surrey’s Community 
Equipment Service lend out a range of equipment to help people stay independent and safe 
at home, but many items never find their way back when they’re no longer needed. 

The pandemic means that the items are needed now more than ever. All equipment lent out 
has a barcode sticker somewhere on the item. If you or a loved one has items that are no 
longer needed please contact Millbrook Healthcare on 0330 124 1247 or email 
SurreyFeedback@millbrookhealthcare.co.uk. 

 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

 Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  



 

 

Derek, Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, 
Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Keith, Ted, Roy, Tim & Janet. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including Alan 
Forsyth, Janet Harvey, Noel Hadfield, Helen Kersey and Claus Tribius.  And in the year’s mind: Iris 
Mais, Bob Sears, Donald Lympany. 

(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name 
need to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

St James’ has moved our online donation platform to Charities Aid Foundation. More than 6,500 
UK charities use CAF Donate to raise funds online and to process their donations. 

The Stewardship group selected CAF as our partner for a number of reasons. There aren’t any 
set up fees, no monthly charges, low cost processing and CAF will reclaim gift aid on our behalf. 

 

We have linked the CAF Donate button to our website as well at our Facebook page. Try it - it’s a 
very quick and efficient way to give to St James Weybridge. We appreciate all of your support! 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for Mothering Sunday, the fourth Sunday in Lent  

Collect 

God of compassion, 

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living 

that in joy and in sorrow 

we may know the power of your presence 

to bind together and to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen! 

A reading from the letter to the Colossian Christians , chapter 3, verses 12-17: 



 

 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (19.25b-27) 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said 
to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 



 

 

 

 
 

 


