
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 5th March, 2021 
 
 

 

This amazing photo of St James’ with the winter moon above is by Ben Chisholm from Sky 
Survey UK. Using a drone, it took twenty minutes and thirty attempts to finish with such a 
fabulous result. Ben has kindly given us some more photos to share, look out for them in 
future issues. 

You can find out more at www.skysurvey.uk 

We are still thinking through the “roadmap changes” and how they will apply to St James’ as 
a whole. Some areas are still subject to further clarification, much of the roadmap is by 
necessity very broad brush. We will update as things become clearer, but the most 
important thing to hold onto is that there is hope, in so many ways, of returning to some if 
not all of the things we miss so much. Watch this space! 

Louise 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Stations of the cross 

Continuing the dramatic journey of Jesus from the Hall of Judgement to the tomb, this week 
I share some reflections on Stations number 5 and 6. 



Station 5 – Simon of Cyrene is made to carry Jesus’ Cross. 

Both of the 
Stations this week are Icons (images) of helpfulness. Simon of Cyrene is forced to carry the 
Cross of Jesus. Simon is from Cyrene, in North Africa. He may well be a man of colour - we 
do not know. We are left wondering what was going on. Why was he picked out from the 
crowd? When did he relinquish the Cross? Does he symbolise something mysterious or in 
code? Presumably he was in Jerusalem for the Festival of Passover – again we do not know. 
All that is known for sure is that Jesus was given some small respite from his agonies thanks 
to the help of another human being. And the meaning of this story? For me at any rate, it is 
that you never know when you’re going to be called to do that unique act of service for a 
fellow human being. 



When did you last help someone, and willingly so? 

Station 6 – Veronica wipes Jesus’ face. 

 

This part of the Journey to the ‘Green hill far away’ outside the City is not mentioned in the 
biblical narrative. It has, however, a strong presence in other strands of the historical 
tradition. This legendary woman wipes the face of Jesus, who hands it back to him with his 
face imprinted on it. ‘Vera icon’, meaning ‘true image’, may be the derivation of Veronica. It 



matters not. What matters is that again, someone helps Jesus in a small way to give him 
comfort. We might want to learn that small gestures really count in the grand scheme of 
things, and that one of the hallmarks of Christian people is that they may not make the 
headlines, but that their actions speak louder than any words. 

 Do you find it difficult to show compassion? 

 With every blessing for Lent and with thanks for what comes after it, 

Brian (Rector) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Covid-19 vaccinations locally... 

  

 
Please see the link below for details of who can currently access vaccinations, and how to 
book online if you have not yet been contacted directly. It was announced this week that all 
over 60s will now be called forward for vaccination. 

The link is https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/ 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 



Do you have an unused phone we could use? 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
URGENT UPDATE: We are still desperately in need of washing powder (small packs). 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Nuisance calls - don’t fall prey to a scam 

 
To register for the Telephone Preference Service, which instructs firms not to call you unless 
you consent, visit: www.tpsonline.org.uk. But remember - scammers will still call you even if 
you’re registered. If in doubt - ALWAYS put the phone down.  

________________________________________________________ 

If you are signed up to Easyfundraising you could win £500 for St James’. 

 

 
 
 
Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



Prayers requested 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, 
Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, & 
Janet. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including Tony 
Purefoy, Alan Forsyth, Noel Hadfield.  And in the year’s mind: Gwendoline Nichols, Madeleine 
Mason-Phipps, Tania Pond, Dimp Balcombe, David Banton. 

(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name 
need to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Who’s Who - is taking a short break until after Easter. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Personal Message from the Stewardship Group – Parish Giving Scheme 

 
 
 
A huge thank you to all of you who are donating to St James’ through the Parish Giving Scheme 
(PGS). We appreciate your support immensely and, as a donor, you get the benefit of a system 
that is secure, confidential and easy to use, while supporting St James’ today and for the future 
too. No administration fees are deducted from your donation which means every pound you 
donate can be put to offering Christian service in our community. 

A unique feature of the scheme is the option for you, as a donor, to commit in principle to 
increase your gift annually in line with inflation. While this is a voluntary decision, it is one that 
could potentially have a huge impact on the life and future of St James’ because it assures us of 
a regular flow of index linked income. You can change this commitment at any time, either by 
using your personal PGS log-in or simply by contacting the PGS team (details on our website). 
Also, we would love to welcome new donors so if you haven’t signed up yet then please don’t 
delay any further! Please click here to go to our website 
(https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/). 

The PGS is absolutely essential to the support we can provide to our Parish Family and beyond 
and so we would like to say a big “Thank you!” once again to our donors and to those donors we 
look forward to welcoming in the future. 



 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 
As an ordained minister working in a denominational office, I am called upon to be a guest 
speaker across Canada. I must frequently remind myself to project my voice since not all 
public address systems compensate for an inadequate delivery. This was driven home one 
Sunday morning by an elderly woman with a hearing aid who shook my hand and said 
pointedly: "That was probably a very good sermon." 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the third Sunday in Lent  

Collect  

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!  

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Christians in Corinth, chapter 1, verses 
18 to 25: 

 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 



did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, chapter2, verses 13 to 22  

 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were 
selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for 
your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you 
show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  



 
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

  
 

 


