
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, February 12th, 2021 
 
 

 

I’m sure you know that Lent starts with Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on 17th 
February. There would be two celebrations of the Holy Eucharist that day usually, but this 
year there will be just one, live-streamed at 10am from a locked Church. And we all know 
why this has to be. 

I will receive ashes on my head on your behalf and the form of the Eucharist will remind us, 
as ever it does, that we are mortal. It was, and still is for many people, a time of fasting and 
giving up things, maybe alcohol or sugar or fish and chips. The ‘mortal’ reference is in stark 
contrast to the message at the end of Lent, which is Resurrection and eternal life, in case 
you were wondering. 

For several years now, I have suggested that instead of renouncing something during Lent 
we might like to begin doing something good instead. Which takes me neatly, I hope, to the 
idea of ‘random acts of kindness’ (www.randomactsofkindness.org). It is what it says ‘on the 
tin’- you do something at random, which is kind, to another person or persons. You’ll need 
to think this through a bit, though, as it can be awkward if you random act turns out to be 
anything but kind, and actually offends someone! 

So here we go. Some small suggestions: start by gently saying ‘hello’ to a few people in the 
street. Maybe help someone by paying for their shopping. Phone someone whom you know 
is lonely. Make a donation to help relieve need. The list is endless, but always remember, it 
is about kindness and the call from Christ for us to love one another. Think outside the box! 

As the Dalai Lama has said, “Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.” And in that 
same spirit I wish you all a useful and holy Season of Lent. 



 

 

As ever with love and prayers, 

Brian 

Brian (Rector) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2021 Lent campaign in support of the Manna Society  

 

St James’ has had a close relationship with the Manna 
Society for decades, and in recent years, as the needs 
of the homeless have increased, so have parishioners' 
generous donations. 

During 2020, the two campaigns (Lent and Harvest 
Festival) achieved a gift aided total in excess of £5,000.  

Covid means that we are unable to make physical 
donations of foodstuffs for this year’s Lent appeal.  

However, there are two alternative options - online 
donation via the Manna Society website, and new for 2021, buying special orange vouchers 
from Aldi.  

Please contact John Yeomans for more details (johnyeomans1950@gmail.com) or see the 
parish website for more details. 

<insert link for info on parish website here - Louise sending > 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Why you should consider power of attorney before it’s too late 

 



 

 

A power of attorney is a legal document that allows someone to make decisions for you, or 
act on your behalf, if you're no longer able to or if you no longer want to make your own 
decisions. 

You may want to set one up if, for example: 

● you need someone to act for you for a temporary period, such an when you’re on 
holiday or in hospital 

● you’re finding it harder to get out and about to the bank or post office, or you want 
someone to be able to access your account for you 

● You are worried you might be unable to make decisions in the future, and you want 
someone you choose to decide where you should live, or what medical care you 
should receive. 

See Age UK for more details. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayer for the Nation – a month of prayer at 6pm each day 

See: www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 



 

 

 Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, & Janet. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including Alan 
Forsyth and Malcolm Kersey.  And in the year’s mind: John Newman-Rushen, Stephen Gurr, Florence 
Maskell, Walter Warburton, Frederick King, Philip Coke and Cicely Edward. 

(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name 
need to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all.  

Please do pass this information onto those who would appreciate it. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Who’s Who - our regular column where we find out a little bit more about our fellow 
worshippers. This week: John Yeomans 

A brief introduction: 

I first came to work in Weybridge in 1981 when the company for whom I was working relocated to 
Queens Road. I was a single man intent on never remarrying, met Annabelle in 1987 and the 
rest, as they say, is history. One of the apparent conditions of Annabelle getting to grips with me 
was that I should recommence churchgoing (which I was thinking of doing anyway). So I started 
attending St. James' and was confirmed by the Bishop of Guildford in April 1988.  

 

What is one thing you love doing outside of your day job? 

Having retired when we sold the business in 2016, my day job doesn't exist and the pandemic 
has only served to make matters even less predictable. The old adage about nature abhorring a 
vacuum does seem appropriate however as a month after retirement I was diagnosed with 
cancer which, although one of the "better" ones if diagnosed in the early stages, certainly served 
to keep me occupied for the next three years. Becoming involved with both Rentstart and the 
Manna Society have also kept me busy as homelessness is something about which I care very 
much.  

Tell us something that few people know about you? 

I was born in what was then the recently built medical facility of the Tea Planters Club in 
Darjeeling where my father was Quartermaster of a local Gurkha recruiting cantonment. 

Favourite wise words or an inspiring quote? 

May I have two please? "To thine own self be true" (Hamlet) and the one about "seeing oneself 
as others see us" (which I also thought was Shakespeare but, having just checked, I now learn 
was Robert Burns!). In some ways, they both deliver a similar message of course. If one is not 
being honest with oneself, it is going to be quite difficult to be honest with others. 

Where did you grow up? 

Having left India, the family kept moving including a couple of quite lengthy stints in Germany. 
When Dad left the army, we relocated to Devon where my maternal grandparents had a 
smallholding. The choice of location was an emotional one based on grandparents becoming 
older and the fact that they had been so good to my family. It wasn't long before Devon was 



 

 

abandoned as the labour exchange in Exeter had a queue of retired military officers extending 
round the block all thinking that a rural idyll and a cushy number awaited them in the West 
Country. Solihull beckoned when Dad began a second career in the NHS, but after four years, he 
was able to secure a promotion to Bristol and they began a new life in Somerset. I always 
maintain that I never left home, but my home left me. Age 17, I departed the periphery of the 
world of education (they failed to notice my departure) and entered the commercial world. 

Best memory of childhood years? 

Quite honestly, I think about my childhood as something to be endured as a precursor to 
becoming an adult. I resented being subject to the wills of others, but surprisingly, I never really 
rebelled but nor did I ever feel like I "fitted in" once we came back to England permanently. My 
happiest times were probably in Germany; where everybody was leading similar itinerant 
lifestyles and understood each other. Ultimately, of course, my whole working life became 
peripatetic.  

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus) who would it 
be, and why? 

I know that Deborah Langston also chose Pontius Pilate but I remain intrigued by him and how 
he arguably mismanaged a very difficult situation at a time when values were very different to 
those of today. Was he inherently bad or just weak on the day? I believe he knew that he was 
doing the wrong thing and possibly considered his choice to be the least worst option, and one 
which he regretted subsequently. The Coptic Church shares my view so I feel quite comfortable 
with my choice. 

Favourite holiday destination? 

For many years, I would have said South Africa. We have very many happy memories and were 
fortunate to be part of the post apartheid euphoria under Nelson Mandela. Sadly the dream of the 
Rainbow Nation is a long time coming. Nowadays, and under lockdown, the idea of a holiday 
anywhere sounds terrific. Anyone fancy a trip to Margate? I would settle for going further than our 
gate currently. 

When are you happiest? 

Sitting under a large parasol on a hot sunny day, with Annabelle, enjoying a tasty meal and a 
glass (or bottle) of Rosé. 

One wish for yourself? 

To be less cynical thereby possibly being able to to enjoy a stronger faith. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated 
as he fingered through the old pages. Suddenly, 
something fell out of the Bible. He picked up the object 
and looked at it. What he saw was an old leaf that had 
been pressed in between the pages. 

'Mum, look what I found,' the boy called out. 

'What have you got there, dear?'  With astonishment in 
the young boy's voice, he answered, 'I think it's Adam's 
underwear!' 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the last Sunday before Lent  

Collect 

Holy God, 

you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 

set straight our crooked hearts, 

and bend our wills to love your goodness 

and your glory 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen! 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to the Christians at Corinth, chapter 4, 
verses 3-6: 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; 
we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the 
God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (9.2-9) 



 

 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.’ He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 
had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and Victoria Scott 
Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 
 

 

 


