
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, February 27th, 2021 
 

 

These gorgeous little flowers are appearing throughout Weybridge and beyond, we have 
several clumps of them around the church site. Beautiful bright cheery signs that Spring is 
coming our way.  

Longer days, bluer skies, watery sunshine and lots of birdsong can only help to lift our spirits 
after what has seemed a very long and grey winter period. The vaccination campaign 
proceeds apace, and I am aware that many of you have now joined that large and open club 
of people, having been “jabbed”, and are feeling brighter about the future. 

I hope too that you have been heartened by the most recent news on the lockdown and 
how it will hopefully be lifted, the map to a summer period that will be more like that we 
are used to. We are thinking through what that might mean for us here at St James’, both 
the church and the parish centre buildings, and will update you as soon as we can.  Watch 
this space! 

Louise 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Stations of the cross 

Continuing the dramatic journey of Jesus from the Hall of Judgement to the tomb, this week 
we consider Stations 3 and 4. 

Station 3 – Jesus falls for the first time under the weight of the Cross. 

 

He had been scourged – whipped to exhaustion and near collapse, he stumbled and fell as 
the cross bore down on his entire body. The execution squad no doubt saw this as just 
another job, another lunatic who’s paying for his foolishness. They kicked and whipped him 
further to make him get up and continue. He simply had to get up and carry on. Help would 
come eventually from an unlikely source. No words can fully describe the brutality of this 
process of execution. ‘We may not know, we cannot tell, what pains he had to bear. So 
wrote the author of the famous Passiontide hymn, ‘There is a green hill far away.’ 

Was it just the weight of the Cross that burdened him so? Were there other things, other 
matters at work in that moment of agony? If ‘Yes!’ is the answer, are you part of the added 
weight? Your sins, maybe? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Station 4 – Jesus meets his mother, Mary. 

 

This scene is the subject of the painting which hangs near the piano in Church. It is called ‘Il 
Spasimo’ – the shudder, as the Mother of God meets her beloved son on the way to his 
death. Is this what it has come to? Crucified as a common criminal?  

Giving thanks for mothers everywhere, spare a prayer for any mums you know who have 
seen their children die. Surely there is nothing more poignant, more heart-rending. 

With every blessing for Lent and with thanks for what comes after it, 

As ever with love and prayers, 

Brian (Rector) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2021 Lent campaign in support of the Manna Society  

 

St James’ has had a close relationship with the Manna Society for decades, and in recent 
years, as the needs of the homeless have increased, so have parishioners’ generous 
donations. During 2020, the two campaigns (Lent and Harvest Festival) achieved a gift aided 
total in excess of £5,000.  

However, Covid means that we are currently unable to make physical donations to this 
year’s Lent Appeal. However, online giving is an easy and convenient alternative. 

Last year’s campaign focused on the idea of 50 pence per day for the 40 days of Lent to give 
a target of £20 - and we would ask you to consider this target again this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online giving can be made via the Manna website and worked really well last year. All we 
would ask you to do here is a) be sure to Gift Aid your donation if at all possible and b) let 
John Yeomans have details (contact details below) so that we have a measure of the funds 
raised. 

NEW FOR 2021 - We have also established an alternative means of giving which will serve to 
address the needs of Manna clients, by purchasing Aldi “Orange” gift cards (which do not 
allow alcohol and lottery sales).   

The vouchers can be bought easily by going to  https://vouchers.aldi.co.uk/  and then select 
the orange vouchers option, available in £5 and £10 amounts.  The delivery address for the 
vouchers should be as follows: Paddy Boyle, The Manna Society, 12 Melior Street, 
Bermondsey, London SE1 3QP. 



 

 

With thanks in anticipation of your generosity, a fuller article is on our website and updates 
will be provided in due course. 

John Yeomans 07785 331542 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have an unused phone we could use? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOODBANK URGENT UPDATE: We are desperately in need of washing powder. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Nuisance calls - don’t fall prey to a scam 

 

To register for the Telephone Preference Service, which instructs firms not to call you unless 
you consent, visit: www.tpsonline.org.uk. But remember - scammers will still call you even if 
you’re registered. If in doubt - ALWAYS put the phone down.  

________________________________________________________ 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque 
sent to the Parish Office or online via our website. 

 We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Prayers requested 

 Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Derek, Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, 
Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, & 
Janet. 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including Tony 
Purefoy, Alan Forsyth, Noel Hadfield.  And in the year’s mind: Annabel Ross, Edith Warburton, John 
Adams, Gwendoline Nichols. 

(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name 
need to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Who’s Who - our series where we find out more about a parishioner. This week - Neill  

 

I became an active Christian after having a classic 'conversion experience' at University (I'd 
gone to a service with my girlfriend and prayed 'OK God, if you exist, tell me' - He did). I've 
been coming to St. James since 1983, when I returned to UK after 2 years in Sweden. I took a 
course of Theological Studies at Royal Holloway about 25 years ago, and became an 
'Occasional Preacher' a couple of years back. I retired three years ago (the vagaries of the 
pension system meant I couldn't afford to work any longer!) and live with my wife of ten 
years, Susan (amazing what you can acquire in a belfry!). 

What is one thing you love doing outside of your day job? 

I don't have a day job! Many things - cooking, reading, watching cricket! 

Tell us something that few people know about you? 

I was part of a Scottish Country Dance display team for an international conference. 

Steve Miller Band or the Commodores? 

Who are they? 

Favourite wise words or an inspiring quote? 

'In my Father's house are many mansions' 

Where did you grow up? 



 

 

London (South, North, and South again), then four years at Dundee University. 

Best memory of childhood years? 

Visiting castles with my father. 

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus) who would it 
be, and why? 

Judas Iscariot - why did he really do what he did? 

Favourite holiday destination? 

Egypt - I'm now trying to learn Middle-Egyptian and hieroglyphs for my next visit. 

When are you happiest? 

When with my gorgeous wife. 

One wish for yourself? 

For Susan and me to stay healthy! 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

A Personal Message from the Stewardship Group – Parish Giving Scheme 

 

A huge thank you to all of you who are donating to St James’ through the Parish Giving Scheme 
(PGS). We appreciate your support immensely and, as a donor, you get the benefit of a system 
that is secure, confidential and easy to use, while supporting St James’ today and for the future 
too. No administration fees are deducted from your donation which means every pound you 
donate can be put to offering Christian service in our community. 

A unique feature of the scheme is the option for you, as a donor, to commit in principle to 
increase your gift annually in line with inflation. While this is a voluntary decision, it is one that 
could potentially have a huge impact on the life and future of St James’ because it assures us of 
a regular flow of index linked income. You can change this commitment at any time, either by 
using your personal PGS log-in or simply by contacting the PGS team (details on our website). 

Also, we would love to welcome new donors so if you haven’t signed up yet then please don’t 
delay any further! Our web site is at https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/ 



 

 

The PGS is absolutely essential to the support we can provide to our Parish Family and beyond 
and so we would like to say a big “Thank you!” once again to our donors and to those donors we 
look forward to welcoming in the future. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

A little girl was running as fast as she could, trying not to be late for church. As she ran, she 
prayed, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!" As she 
was running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty. She got up, 
brushed herself off, and started running again. As she ran she once again began to pray, "Dear 
Lord, please don't let me be late... But please don't shove me either!" 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Collect and Readings for the second Sunday in Lent  

Collect  

Almighty God,  

by the prayer and discipline of Lent  

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,  

and by following in his Way  

come to share in his glory;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  



 

 

Amen!  

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Christians in Rome, chapter 4, verses 13 to 
the end:  

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null, and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.  

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made 
you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what 
was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him 
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore, his 
faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were 
written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification.  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (8.31-end))  

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’  

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake 
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 



 

 

online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Jill WIlson, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and 
Victoria Scott. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 
 

 

 


