
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter for Friday 5th February 2021 
 
Beginnings… 

 

 

On Monday evening, 1 February, the Rev’d Keith Elford was formally licenced as interim priest 
in charge at St John the Baptist, West Byfleet. Whilst we are sad to no longer have him here at 
St James’ it was lovely to be part of his licencing at West Byfleet. Sadly, Covid meant that we 
could not attend in person, with only a minimal group who were physically present in St 
John’s, but the wonders of the internet allowed for many to attend virtually either live or later 
with a recorded version. If you would like to view his service please click on the link below. 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnswestbyfleet/videos/499487001020822] 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Possible Book meeting on zoom. 

Last week Brian recommended a book to read - The Shack, by William Paul Young, (ISBN - 
9780340979495).     
It is an intriguing read and one that can provoke much discussion. Would anyone like to do a 
“book club” type afternoon or evening on zoom to discuss it? Please let Louise know if you 
would be interested and we will get something set up.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

Prayer for the Nation – a month of prayer at 6pm each day. 
 

  

 

#PrayerfortheNation 
    

 

COVID-19 has caused much suffering and sadness, 

with more than two million lives lost worldwide. 
 

 

In response to reaching this terrible milestone including the recent figure of 100,000 in 
the UK, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, invite all to call on God in 

Prayer. Starting today, February 1st, we invite you to set aside time every evening to 
pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this is a time when we need to 

love each other. Prayer is an expression of love.  
 

 

  
 

 

'100,000 isn’t just an abstract figure.  
Each number is a person: someone we loved and someone who loved us.' 

  
Archbishop Justin Welby  

    

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque sent 
to the Parish Office or online via our website. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  



 

 

 

Vaccination update 

Progress towards the Covid-19 Vaccination Programme in Surrey Heartlands is shown below. 

 
 

Vaccination frequently asked questions are below: 

https://www.surreyheartlandsccg.nhs.uk/your-health/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
covid-19-vaccination-faqs 

 

Update on the Handcream donations. 
 
 

 



 

 

So far, an amazing 100+ tubes have been donated through St James’ (basket in church at the 
back), and I will be taking these along to Laurence, lead chaplain at St Peters, for use on the 
Wellbeing Wagon.  I will take more donations over later in the month, please let me know if 
you have that need to be collected (contact free) from you? 
 
With many thanks for your generosity, Louise 
 
 
Finding Alice. 
 
St James’ features several times in Episode 3 with views of the churchyard, church door, and 
then a longer scene set inside the main hall in the Parish Centre.   
 

 
 
Our newly decorated hall, designed by our own Juliet Marsh, chorister, and very talented 
interior designer. I hope you will agree that the hall looks splendid, and maybe later this year 
we too can sit in circles inside it and sing.  
 
http://marshwiesenfeld.co.uk/ 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Who’s who. 
 
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James. 
Introducing Louise Bishop. 
 
Louise, along with husband Alan and son Alex, arrived in Weybridge and St James’ in June 2019, 
after a long time living just over the way in Egham.  



 

 

 
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 
 
I love being outside so my garden and gardening are a fun way to unwind. During the first 
lockdown we set off on a period of extreme gardening as we overhauled a neglected garden, 
trying to create a lighter more modern garden. The front garden is now in our sights for a 
similar makeover, 
 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
  
I made theatrical costumes, of all types for many years, my favourites were for panto dames – 
start with a man in underpants and padded bra, then add layers upon layers and end up with 
an over the top panto dame dress! 
 
Jose Carreras or Placido Domingo? 
 
Jose every time, and of late I enjoy listening to Andrea Bocelli. 
 
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
 
There's a great, big, beautiful tomorrow, shining at the end of every day.  
 
Where did you grow up?   
  
I was born in Ipswich in Suffolk, spending a lot of time with relatives in Framlingham which 
was known for its historic Castle but is perhaps now better known for its current famous son, 
Ed Sheeran. 
 
Best memory of childhood years? 
  
Days at the beach at Felixstowe, taking a picnic, paddling in rockpools and being there 
whatever the weather! 
 
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be 
and why? 
 
Corrie Ten Boom; to understand more how her unshakeable faith encouraged her to perform 
acts of resistance in the war, and then to both survive and share her faith when she was held 
in concentration camps.     
Favourite holiday destination? 
 
Where else but the most magical place in the world, visiting Mickey & Minnie Mouse in 
Disneyworld. 
 
When are you happiest? 
 
Singing or listening to music. 



 

 

 
One wish for yourself? 
 
To hang on to happiness as we walk through these tough times. 
 
 
Please let us know who else you’d like to see featured here.  
 

 
Prayers requested. 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 
data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, 
Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, Lionel & Janet. 
 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Malcolm Kersey.  And in the year’s mind: Bill Allen, Eric Braddon 
 
(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name need 
to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 



 

 

 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and asked his father about when they  might 
discuss his starting to use the family car 
 



 

 

Father, being a sensible man, wanted to make adding the youth to the insurance conditional 
upon certain key criteria being fulfilled. 
 
a) Improve his marks at school across all his chosen "A" level options 
b) Do much more bible study and, finally, 
c) Have a decent haircut which met with parental approval 
     
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he would settle for the offer and so 
agreement was reached. 
Several weeks later, at the end of term, the situation was reviewed, and it was observed that: 
 
a) Course work and exam marks were both improved 
b) The boy had been seen reading the bible and had even been asking questions 
c) Sadly, the hirsute appearance had if anything, deteriorated  
     
The boy thought he might have the upper hand when he told father that having spent more 
time studying the bible, he had become very much aware that Samson had long hair, John 
the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there was even strong evidence that Jesus 
had long hair as well. 
   
To which the father responded with more than a note of victory in his voice: 
   
"Did you also notice that they all walked everywhere " 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The collect and readings for the second Sunday before Lent  
 
Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
give us reverence for all creation 
and respect for every person, 
that we may mirror your likeness 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 

A reading from the letter to the Christians at Colossi, chapter 1, verses 15-20 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 



 

 

rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross.  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 1, verses 1-14  
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We aim to produce four videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, and a livestreamed recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further 
information is also available online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Niki is currently working from home, please email your enquiry if at all 
possible and allow time for a reply. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 



 

 

communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, and Victoria Scott. 
Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


