
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter for Friday 19th February 2021 
 
Stations of the Cross 

During Lent it has been the custom a St. James’ to display 16 prints depicting the so-called 
‘Stations’ or stopping places, on the Way to the Cross, as walked by Jesus 2,000 years ago. 
They take us from the Judgement by Pontius Pilate through to the Resurrection of Jesus after 
the Cross. 
 
This is one of the earliest recorded Christian devotions and it remains a cherished part of Lent 
for many thousands of Christians world-wide. When next you are in the Church do have a 
closer look for yourselves. The devotion consists in walking and praying this journey of Jesus 
along what has come to be known as the Via Dolorosa – the Way of Suffering.  
 
In non-Covid days we would offer this devotion each week in Church, but that it not possible, 
for the time being. Instead, each week in the Newsletter a couple of the Stations will be 
featured, with a commentary and with photographs of the prints themselves. 
 
Station One:  Jesus is condemned to die by crucifixion. 
 

 
 
On trial for his life, Jesus stands before Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of the Province of 
Judaea, charged with insurrection. Pilate famously washes his hands of the matter, having 
found no fault with Jesus, and hands his fate to the baying crowds. As is the custom at 
Passover, they may choose to have released a prisoner – instead of choosing Barabbas, a 
common bandit, they elect Jesus for crucifixion. He is condemned to die. 
 
The picture has many symbols associated directly with the account in the Gospel record, so 
please read for yourselves and see how many visual references you can identify. Question: 
what did Jesus do that was wrong? 
 



 

 

Station Two:  Jesus takes up his Cross. 
 

 
 
He is forced to carry his cross, probably the horizontal beam, to the place of Crucifixion, 
Golgotha, the Place of the Skull. Consider the figure of Jesus in this Station and the First. One 
word comes to my mind: serenity. And so, the Via Dolorosa begins in earnest. 
 
Question: what sort of a Cross do you carry? 
 
With every blessing for Lent and with thanks for what comes after it, 
Brian 
 
(Brian Prothero, Rector of St. James’ Weybridge) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 



 

 

Do you have an old mobile phone 
sitting in a drawer that we could 
borrow/have? 

To help with live streaming the services 
from church we are looking for either: 
an Android phone using 6.0 or later 
or an iPhone 6S, 6S plus or later 

If you think you might have something that 
would be of use please contact Simon on 07973 
746496 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made by cheque sent 
to the Parish Office or online via our website. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 



 

 

Vaccination update 

Progress towards the Covid-19 Vaccination Programme in Surrey Heartlands is shown below. 

 
 

Vaccination frequently asked questions. 

https://www.surreyheartlandsccg.nhs.uk/your-health/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
covid-19-vaccination-faqs 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Hand cream thank you! 
 

 
 
 
Rev Laurence Gamlen asks that I pass on his “deep gratitude to 
all who have contributed”, over 200 items so far. Further 
donations will be passed on as they arrive. 
 
Pictured above is Laurence and a colleague heading out with 
the Wellbeing Wagon to staff on the wards. 
 
Louise 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
St James’ has had a close relationship with the Manna Society for decades, and in recent years, 
as the needs of the homeless have increased, so have parishioners’ generous donations. During 
2020, the two campaigns (Lent and Harvest Festival) achieved a gift aided total in excess of 
£5,000. Covid means that we are still at this time unable to make physical donations to this 



 

 

years Lent Appeal.  
 
Last year’s campaign focused on the idea of 50 pence per day for the 40 days of Lent to give a 
target of £20 and we would ask you to consider this target again this year. 
 
Online giving can be made via the Manna website and worked really well last year, all we would 
ask you to do here is a) be sure to Gift Aid your donation if at all possible and b) let John 
Yeomans have details so that we have a measure of the funds raised. 
 
NEW FOR 2021 - We have also established an alternative means of giving which will serve to 
address the needs of Manna clients, by purchasing Aldi “Orange” giftcards (which do not allow 
alcohol and lottery sales).  The vouchers can be bought easily by going to 
www.aldi.co.uk/giftcards and then select the orange vouchers option, available in £5 and £10 
amounts.  The delivery address for the vouchers should be as follows: Paddy Boyle, The Manna 
Society, 12 Melior Street, Bermondsey, London SE1 3QP. 
 
With thanks in anticipation of your generosity, a fuller article is on our website and updates will 
be provided in due course. 
  
John Yeomans 07785 331542 
 
https://www.mannasociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate-money/  
https://vouchers.aldi.co.uk/ 
http://www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk/2021-lent-campaign-in-support-of-the-manna-society/ 
 
 

Vaccine progress locally is shown on the infographic below – please click on it to 
link directly to Surrey Heartlands NHS website where there is more information. 
 
Please do make contact with the NHS if you are over 70 and have not been called up for a 
vaccination. For those of us under 70 please be patient, we will be called up as soon as possible. 
 

 



 

 

Who’s who. 
 
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James. 
Introducing Matt Huber. 
 

 
 
A brief introduction:   
 

A one-time journalist and later a communications manager, I’ve lived in 
Weybridge for 35 years.  I lost my wife Angela to leukaemia in 2019.  I have a 
family of four adult children and eight grandchildren, spread between London, 
Poland and Sweden. 

 
What is one thing you love doing outside of your day job? 
 

The day job is behind me.  Now I write, study modern history and try to keep up 
with current affairs.  And strum a guitar. 

 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
 

I once had tea with the composer Ralph Vaughan Williams. 
 

The Beach Boys or the Jackson 5? 
 

Neither.  Status Quo and Bruce Springsteen. 
 

Favourite wise words or an inspiring quote?  
 

‘Expect nothing.  Live frugally on surprise’ – Alice Walker, American writer. 



 

 

 
Where did you grow up? 
 

Newdigate, Surrey and Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire 
 

Best memory of childhood years? 
 

Six years in an austere boarding school high up in the Cotswold Hills.  That 
made me, for better or worse, the person I became. 

 
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus) 
who would it be, and why? 
 

The German Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer, for resisting the Nazis and meeting his 
end at their hands in 1945 with supreme courage and unerring faith; to learn 
what it takes. 

 
Favourite holiday destination? 
 

Berlin, with its rich history, good and not-so-good. 
 

When are you happiest? 
 

Whenever I can check how they all are and can end up saying: ‘The kids are 
alright’. 

 
 One wish for yourself? 
 

God’s gift of fortitude in enduring the bad times, as well as enjoying the good 
times. 

 
 
Please let us know who else you’d like to see featured here.  
 
An apology – last week we missed out a section of the Who’s Who questions with John 
Yeomans, so here is the missing bit! 
 
Tom Jones or Bob Dylan? 
Difficult one. Back in the day, Jones was quite mainstream whereas Dylan was more 
challenging. This edginess appealed to me as a teenager. Subsequently, Dylan became weirder, 
and Jones became even less relevant to me. They both changed and so did I! What I can say 
though is that neither Dylan nor I were ever bothered by ladies throwing their nether garments 
at us. 
 



 

 

Prayers requested. 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 
data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, 
Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, Lionel, Derek, Nicole & 
Janet. 
 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Malcolm Kersey, Tony Purefoy, Margaret McGill and Alan Forsyth.  And in the year’s mind: Philip 
Coke, Cicely Edwards, Joe Moran and Vera Reid. 
 
(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name need 
to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 

 



 

 

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 
A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit his parishioners.  All went 
well until he came to one house.  It was obvious that someone was home, but no one came to 
the door even after he had knocked several times.  Finally, he took out his card, wrote on the 
back "Revelation 3:20 " and stuck it in the door. 
 
The next day, as he was counting the offering, he found his card in the collection plate.  Below 
his message was notation "Genesis 3:10". 
 
 Revelation 3:20 reads: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If any man hears my voice, 
and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with me." 
 
 Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked." 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The collect and readings for the first Sunday of Lent  
 
Collect 
 
Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul, chapter 3, verses 18-end 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also 
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 



 

 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1, verses 9-15 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the 
wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 
the angels waited on him. 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.’ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Endnotes 
 
We aim to produce four videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, and a livestreamed recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further 
information is also available online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Niki is currently working from home, please email your enquiry if at all 
possible and allow time for a reply. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, and Victoria Scott. 
Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


