
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 30th January, 2021 
 

 

Whilst we shouldn’t forget those for whom the snow that fell this week presented 
problems, I could not help but notice how the sheer whiteness of the snow and the 
brightness of the accompanying daylight seemed to make a lot of people happy.  

It was such a relief from what might be a boring routine, never mind concerns about the 
pandemic; such a joy to see and hear children revelling in the snow, which many of them 
will not have seen before. 

More cheerful adult faces, as well, but what a shame it seems so short lived. So, I want to 
use this opportunity to recommend a book to read - The Shack, by William Paul Young. 

Set in the snowy Oregon wilderness, it certainly made me think a lot and, no, it is not an 
academic work, but a rather beautiful story. Whether or not it is true, you can decide, but it 
is a radical challenge to any, especially any who don’t call themselves ‘religious’. 

Happy reading, I hope. 

As ever with my prayers for you all, 

Brian (Rector) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Scam alert 

 

Stay alert to scams to do with COVID19. As the NHS poster above reminds us all, the vaccine 
will always be free. Anyone offering to give it to you for a fee is a scammer. 

Please share this with everyone you know to help to protect them. 

Again: the vaccine is free, and you will be contacted by the NHS when it is your turn. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Who’s who at St James’ 

Our regular column where we find out a little bit more about our fellow worshippers. This 
week: Lesley… 



 

 

 

A brief introduction  

Edward and I came to live in Weybridge in 1974. Apart from a career break when the 
children were in pre-school, I joined Edward on the commuter trains to London, where I 
worked as a Personnel/ HR Manager for the BBC. We have four grandchildren, two girls and 
two boys. Our two granddaughters were christened in St James. 

Why St James’? 

Shortly after our arrival in Weybridge, Michael Buckley (who was then the Rector) came to 
our house for a visit, at the recommendation of our neighbours, Mike and Barbara 
Colclough, and we have been attending St James’ ever since. 

We have two children, who were both Christened in church and later on joined the Choir 
under the watchful eye of Christine Best. Both our children attended St James First School 
(which was then in Springfield Lane) and then Weybridge Middle School. After my 
retirement, I spent 10 enjoyable years as a Governor with the school. 

I have been on the PCC for three separate terms (for three different Rectors), on the Social 
Committee, the FOSJ Committee and also on the Michaelmas Fair Committee, which Sue 
Scrivener ably managed for so many years! 

When Covid permits, I now enjoy being a member of the Flower and Gardening Teams. 

 



 

 

  

 

What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 

When I was working at the BBC, I obviously enjoyed the weekends with my family, but I also 
loved the relaxation I found from spending time out in the garden.... and I still do! 

Tell us something that few people know about you? 

I was in Philadelphia for a year in 1968/69 and before I came home, I spent a couple of 
months travelling right across the US on a greyhound bus (travelling south, then west, then 
north!) .. it then cost $99 dollars for 99 days! 

I returned on the train across Canada from Vancouver to Quebec. It was all  quite an 
experience. 

Russell Watson or Michael Buble? 

Russell Watson. I like his easy listening music and whilst I don’t think that his voice is as 
strong as it used to be, I admire the way he has come back from his brain tumour. 

However, my heart still belongs to Elvis and I have soft spot for Elton John and Queen! 

 Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 

In mid-December, we were walking near the Black Pond on Esher Common and stopped to 
sit on a bench overlooking one of the open areas. The bench had a plaque dedicated to 
Grace. Further dedications on a small fir tree nearby showed that Grace was clearly a much 
loved young woman, who took her own life and messages asked that we should all help 
those who struggle with mental health to be brave enough to seek help. 

The words on the bench simply said ‘it’s ok to be not ok’.  

Where did you grow up?   

I was born in Walton on Thames, and lived in Shepperton until I was 3yrs old.  We moved to 
London and later on down to the coast in West Sussex. 

After we married, we completed the circle and came back to Weybridge. 

 Best memory of childhood years? 

Walks on the beach at low tide, reading books up in a particular apple tree, mucking out at 
the local pony stables and, with my friends, exploring half built houses by climbing up 
through the scaffolding (but that’s certainly not to be recommended these days!!).  

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it 
be, and why? 

When I was living in the USA, it was just after very serious race riots and the situation for 
many black people was pretty grim, especially in the southern states. 



 

 

I would be interested to see what Martin Luther King would now make of his dream for the 
American people, ranging from Black Lives Matters issues and Obama’s time in office to the 
fact that there is now a female Vice President of Black and Asian descent .... not to mention 
the recent shenanigans of President Trump! 

Favourite holiday destination? 

Edward and I have enjoyed rallying across Europe in our MGB and we have been to many 
beautiful places.... BUT I have been going to Devon or Cornwall for holidays virtually every 
year throughout my life, so I guess that two very special places in the West Country must 
come top of the list; the Salcombe estuary in Devon and the Helford River in Cornwall. 

When are you happiest? 

Apart from those very special days when I am with all my family, I love being in beautiful 
countryside on a lovely sunny day. 

One wish for yourself? 

That all my family stay healthy through this pandemic and that we return to some sort of 
normality by August so that we can get to our family holiday in Cornwall again! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Can you help Louise to collect tubes of hand cream for staff at St Peter's Hospital? 

 

The church that I came from, Holy Trinity, Lyne & Longcross is literally just up the road from 
St Peter’s Hospital. I know the hospital's lead chaplain well because he is also the priest at 
Holy Trinity church. I have been in contact with him recently asking if we can do anything to 
support him and the staff at this very difficult time, and he asks for the following. 

1. Please continue to pray for all at the hospital, staff and patients, it is a very difficult time. 

2. Continue to follow the "stay at home" requirements, helping to reduce transmitted covid 
cases. 

3. Can we help with providing new and unused hand creams? 



 

 

Laurence says "One of the initiatives I am involved with is the Wellbeing Wagon, which 
means spending time on our wards with groups of staff and listening to their concerns and 
anxieties and passing on some hints and tips about keeping ourselves healthy, to be able to 
give out much needed hand creams (of any brand, to help chapped hands from extra hand 
washing and hand gel) would be a bonus!" 

Hand cream donations can be dropped into church if you are passing on your daily walk, or 
contact Louise or the parish office and we can arrange a contact-free collection of them. 

Louise 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

A message from Keith 

On Monday 1 Feb at 7.30 pm I shall be licenced as Priest-in-charge of St John’s West Byfleet 
for a period of a year.  This is an exciting moment for me but also a daunting one, tinged 
with a little sadness.  Exciting because I am looking forward very much to working with the 
people of St John’s to manage a period of renewal and transition which will set the direction 
for many years in that place.  Daunting because I have not held a formal role of such 
responsibility in a parish for many years.  

 I have got thoroughly used to being a self-supporting minister, combining consulting and, 
more recently, research and teaching, with a voluntary, honorary role at St James’.  I will be 
stipendiary (paid!) at St John’s, though the role is half-time and I will continue with 
consulting and research/teaching.  It’s a big period of change for me as I only started my 
part-time role as head of leadership studies at Sarum College (a theological college in 
Salisbury) in September.  

The sadness I mentioned is because St James’ has been my home for many years and going 
is something of a wrench, even though I expect to return.  Thank you for your friendship and 
support over many years.  Please pray for me and for the people of St John’s and, if you can, 
please do join us for the licensing service on Feb 1st, which will be live-streamed on 
Facebook which you will find using the following link:  

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnswestbyfleet 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What our foodbank needs this week 



 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________
Prayers requested 

 Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons):  

Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, & Janet. 

 We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including 
Malcolm Kersey, Helen Kates, Zena Price and William Bishop.  And in the year’s mind: John 
Hales, Ena Parr, Janet Rubidge, William Taylor, Eric Braddo. 

 (Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name 
need to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all.  

Please do pass this information onto those who would appreciate it. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Reasons to be cheerful 

 

There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn't swim. When a boat came by, the 
captain yelled, "Do you need help, sir?" The preacher calmly said "No, God will save me." A little 
later, another boat came by and a fisherman asked, "Hey, do you need help?" The preacher 
replied again, "No God will save me." Eventually the preacher drowned & went to heaven. The 
preacher asked God, "Why didn't you save me?" God replied, "Fool, I sent you two boats!" 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Readings for Candlemass: The presentation of Christ in the Temple  

 

Collect 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God. 

Amen! 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews, chapter2, verses 14 to the end: 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he 
had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 
the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 
are being tested. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (2.22-40) 



 

 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to 
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 



 

 

 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 


