
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 23rd January, 2021 
 
 

Our Rector writes,  

It seems sensible to write about the arrangements for worship at St. James’ Church. 

At present we are recording and livestreaming the 10 am Parish Eucharist on Sundays.  The 

Parochial Church Council decided unanimously to suspend communal worship until such time 

that it is safe to resume. So, for the time being we continue with this, and with the opening of 

the Church building for individual prayer: Monday-Saturday from 9 am to 12.30 pm and on 

Sunday from 11 am until 12.30 pm. 

 

I know that this is a somewhat restricted ‘diet’ but we are doing our best, safely, to ‘keep the 

flame burning’. Things will change and we will return to Church for the praise and worship of 

Almighty God, refreshed and more outward-looking, eager to pray and grateful for God’ 

loving kindness. 

 

No doubt there will be great celebrations, liturgical and purely recreational. I will wait 

patiently, I hope. Feel free to join me, please! 

Finally, this may be of interest, raise a smile: 

WANTED 
Volunteers who don’t believe in COVID 19. 

Activities include transfer of Patients, transfer of the dead, 
general cleaning of the COVID ward  

and personal care of COVID Patients. 
 

p.s. It won’t be a problem that you won’t get PPE  
as you don’t believe they are necessary. 

 
 
With my love and prayers, 
 
Brian  
 
(Brian Prothero, 
Rector of St. James’, Weybridge) 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

 

Finding Alice  
 
Last year friends and family were “all a twitter” with celebrity sightings as scenes for a new 
television drama were being filmed around Weybridge. 
 
The long-awaited show, Finding Alice, premiered on Sunday evening 17th January, and stars 
Keeley Hawes as “Alice” with a supporting cast including Joanna Lumley, Nigel Havers, Gemma 
Jones, and Kenneth Cranham amongst others.  It is the story of recently widowed Alice and her 
dysfunctional family after the death of her husband, Harry. 
  
Filmed in various locations throughout Surrey, Weybridge scenes shine in the very first episode.  
 
Keep an eye out for St. James’ Parish Church graveyard and our newly renovated Parish Centre 
which feature prominently in a future episode! 
 
Finding Alice airs on Sundays at 9pm on itv – all 6 episodes are available on the itv hub. 
 

 
 

 
Did you know? With the days slowly lengthening we now have a whole extra hour of daylight 
over the shortest day in December! Spring is heading towards us. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
The wisdom of Albert Camus: 

Don’t walk behind me; I may not lead. 

Don’t walk in front of me; I may not follow. 

Just walk beside me and be my friend 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our website. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 

 

Don't bend the rules 
Please minimise time outside your home, don't travel outside your local area and maintain 
social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

If you do leave home for a permitted reason, you should always stay local - unless it is 
necessary to go further, for example to go to work. Stay local means stay in the village, 
town, or part of the city where you live. 

 

Vaccination update 
The Surrey vaccination programme scaled up considerably this week, which means 
significantly more people can be vaccinated - people aged over 70, health and care 
workers and the clinically extremely vulnerable. 



 

 

When it’s your turn to be vaccinated you will either receive a letter from NHS England or 
you will be contacted by your GP Network. Please do not contact your GP practice or 
the wider NHS to seek a vaccine, the NHS or your GP will contact you (if you haven’t 
heard yet, they haven’t forgotten you). 

• If you are contacted by NHS England, you will be asked to make an appointment 
at a larger vaccination centre which is located up to 45 minutes from your home. 
For Elmbridge, this could be Epsom Racecourse. 

• If you are contacted by your GP Network, you will be invited to a smaller 
vaccination centre, which for Elmbridge could be The Heart Centre Walton-on-
Thames, Chertsey Hall or Emberbrook Surgery in Thames Ditton - depending on 
your location. 

All vaccination sites will keep you safe from COVID-19 through a range of measures 
including cleaning, disinfecting and socially distanced waiting areas. When you are 
contacted please attend your booked appointment wearing a face covering. 

 

 

 

You are not alone - ask for ANI	
Household isolation instructions can cause anxiety for those who are experiencing or feel 
at risk of domestic abuse. If you need to leave your home to escape domestic abuse then 
the coronavirus household isolation instructions do not apply.	

The Home Office has launched a new ‘Abuse Codeword Scheme’ which provides a simple 
and discreet way for anyone experiencing domestic abuse to signal that they need 
immediate help. By using the codeword ‘ANI’ in any participating pharmacy, a trained 
pharmacy worker will offer you a private space, provide a phone and ask if you need the 
police or other support services. ‘ANI’ stands for Action Needed Immediately but also 
phonetically sounds like the name Annie. If a pharmacy has the ‘Ask for ANI’ logo on 
display, it means they’re ready to help.  

	



 

 

Who’s who 
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James. 
Introducing Alison… 
 

 
 
I have lived in Weybridge for the last 40 years moving here with my late husband Norman’s job.  He was 
a 30+ year veteran of British Airways, so it’s no real surprise that our daughter (and son-in-law) both 
work for the airline too, as I did before I was married.  Fiona sang in the choir for many years (currently 
having time out to cope with small children).  Norman was a churchwarden in the days of Rector Steven 
Brookes, and, after early retirement, he became a local councillor, a job he loved.  For about the last 20 
years of my working life I worked on the administrative side at the Princess Alice Hospice. 
 
I have served several terms on the PCC; been the commissioning editor of the parish magazine; a 
committee member of the Friends of St James; served 10 years as a Foundation governor of St James 
School.  I help with gardening, flower-arranging and am a Eucharistic Minister.  I am currently a volunteer 
driver for Care in Weybridge and a trustee of The Weybridge Charity. In other words, I’m part of the 
local furniture! 
 

 
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 
 
I really enjoy visiting art exhibitions and am a committee member of a local Arts Society. 
 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
  
When we lived in New York I worked for a while for the Henson Organisation, and working in an office 
with the person on whom Miss Piggy was based was seldom dull!  It was great fun working in an 
environment with so many extremely talented and amusing people. 
 
John Lennon or Frank Sinatra? 
 
Of the two, Lennon, but I really prefer classical… 
 
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
 
“Always look on the bright side…” 
 



 

 

Where did you grow up?   
  
I was born and brought up in Oxted, on the other side of Surrey, close to the Kent border 
 
Best memory of childhood years? 
  
The freedom, which children today don’t have, to come and go without restriction - so long as you 
were back for meals, parents didn’t worry too much. 
 
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be? 
   
C. S. Lewis 
 
Favourite holiday destination? 
 
How to choose?   I lived in France for a year, and that rates high; (I lived in Switzerland for 2-1/2 years, 
but that comes lower down my list); so many contenders, including Spain, and Turkey and – when I 
look out of my window this week, a nice warm, sunny, Caribbean island. 
 
When are you happiest? 
 
In “normal” times, when I can get together with family and friends. 
 
One wish for yourself? 
 
I get a lot of satisfaction from being useful, so I look forward to being able once more to mix with 
friends and family and take part in community activities again. 
 
Lovely getting to know you better, Alison. 
 
Please let us know who else you’d like to see featured here.  
 

 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 
data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, 
Gladys, Claus, Margaret, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Keith, Ted, Roy, & Janet. 
 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the recently departed, including Helen 
Kates, Zena Price and William Bishop.  And in the year’s mind: Fred Glashier, Joe Sharp. 
 
(Our prayer list was quite long and has been edited. Please contact Louise should a name need 
to be reinstated, or if someone can be removed from the list.) 



 

 

Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 

 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 
For Father's Nicholas's 60th birthday, the congregation at St Mary's, Newark, England, decided 
to give him a present of a new suit. Father Nicholas was so moved by the gift that the 
following Sunday he stood before everyone and began his homily with a tear in his eye, 'Today 
I am preaching to you in my birthday suit.' 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

The collect and readings for the third Sunday of the Epiphany  
 
Collect 
 
God of all mercy, 
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, 
and freedom to the oppressed: 
anoint us with your Holy Spirit 
and set all your people free 
to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
 
A reading from the revelation to Saint John of Patmos, chapter 19, verses 6-10: 
 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many waters 
and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, 
‘Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
   the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
   and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
   and his bride has made herself ready; 
to her it has been granted to be clothed 
   with fine linen, bright and pure’— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of God.’ Then I fell down at his 
feet to worship him, but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant with you 
and your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy.’ 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John chapter 2, verses 1-11 
 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus 
said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet 
come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing 
there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they 
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to 
the chief steward.’ So, they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had 
become wine and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 



 

 

‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests 
have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, 
the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Niki is currently working from home, please email your enquiry if at all 
possible and allow time for a reply. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


