
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday,  8 January 2021. 
 
The Feast of the Baptism of Christ. 

 

 
 

The Baptism of Christ by Piero della Francesca (National Gallery, London). 
 
A livestreamed Celebration of the Eucharist at 10am on Sunday, will be available on our 
Facebook page and later in the day on our YouTube channel.  
 
[Howard – please add the links above, thanks] 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



The Rector writes –  
 
The decision to discontinue, temporarily, communal worship at St. James’ was not made 
lightly and I thank the large number of you who indicated their support for and agreement 
with that decision. 

‘Safety first’ was the guiding principle and the understanding that we are well- placed to 
provide live-streaming and recording of the 10 am Sunday Parish Eucharist. Thanks also to 
those who work hard to make that happen. 

The rate of Covid 19 infection must be reduced and the vaccination programme allowed to 
succeed for the benefit of all. We have our part to play by taking our responsibilities very 
seriously indeed. So, we keep the bright light of Christ the Saviour burning in our 
communities, and safely so. 

Please, wash your hands, wear a mask if you must go out, practice social distancing and, 
best of all, stay at home. Don’t forget to wash your hands. This will help us all to wait safely 
and to bring that light at the end of the tunnel nearer each day. 

With my love and prayers for you all, 

Brian 

(Rector, St. James’ Weybridge) 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ Church whilst corporate 
worship is suspended can be made by cheque sent to the Parish Office or online via our web 
site.  
 
Regular donations can also be made to St James’ through ParishGiving. 
 
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/weybridge-st-james-weybridge/ 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
A message from Keith,  
 
I hope that by now most readers will know that I have been asked to accept a post as 
interim minister at St John’s West Byfleet from 1 February and have accepted the offer.  I 
will be Priest-in-charge of St John’s but for a year only, and half-time.  This means that I will 
continue my consulting work and my teaching at Sarum College in Salisbury but I will be 
absent from St James’ until the year at St John’s is up.  I won’t be moving house. 
  
The role of interim minister is a new development in the Church of England.  Such an 
appointment is considered when parishes have been through a time of difficulty or upheaval 
and when a normal interregnum seems inadvisable.  The previous vicar of West Byfleet had 
extensive absences as a result of illness and this has put some strain on the parish 
church.  The bishop and archdeacon have asked me to help the church “reset” and ready 
itself for a long-term incumbent who will arrive in 2022.  It’s a fascinating challenge and will 
involve me using all my consultancy skills whilst accepting a more conventional pastoral and 
leadership role at the same time.  St John’s is not unlike St James’, with a marvellous and 
similar musical and choral tradition and a similar approach to liturgy.  I expect to feel at 
home.  I will find a few familiar faces about the place and am confident that I will make 
many new friends.  The church building is large and open inside, a strikingly elegant early 
twentieth century design by W.D. Caroe which I admired immediately. 
  
The pandemic, however, means it might well be some weeks or more before I am able to 
spend much, if any time with my new colleagues and friends face-to-face.  That will be 
strange.  My licensing on 1 February will see six of us only gathered at St John’s, including 
Bishop Andrew, with others participating online, via Zoom.  I will make the Zoom link 



available so that anyone who wishes might attend virtually – I will appreciate the 
support!  The licensing will be at 7.30pm.  I will miss St James’ which is and has been my 
home for many years, but I will be back.  Meanwhile please remember me in your 
prayers.  It’s a long time since I was last a vicar and I will need them! 
  
Keith Elford 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Information Point - In this current lockdown period many more people may be in need of 
help from the Foodbank; there are many agencies that can help with a referral such as 
schools, GP surgeries, Social Services, the Job Centre, and local churches. If a referral is 
needed through St James’ please contact Louise or Niki via the Parish Office. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Who’s who 

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James. 

Introducing Teil, 

 

 



My roots are from the Hampshire seaside really, but Tory and I arrived in Weybridge in 2007 after a 
stint in London and we started at St James then. I'm really a musician, but aviation pays the bills. We 
spent a few years in the Middle East whilst I was working for Qatar Airways - Raphie and Ella were 
both born out there, Ella in an isolated Cuban hospital in the middle of the desert. We moved back 
to Shepperton this time (and St James, where else?) in 2015 and I'm now an Airbus driver for British 
Airways. 
 
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 
 
I treated myself to a really decent house organ when we moved to Shepperton, it's a digital copy of 
the Marcussen organ in the Laurenskerk in Alkmaar, one of my favourite organs in the world. It's as 
far from flying aeroplanes as you can get and a wonderful way to spend any time. 
 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
  
I once played the organ at Prince Edward's wedding at St George's, Windsor - actually Brian and I 
first met in a Windsor pub at about that time (unbelievable, I know) many years before I even knew 
of St James. 
 
The Beatles or The Stones? 
 
Who? Could I just stick with J S Bach? Surely the true colossus! 
 
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
 
Probably something along the lines of living every day as though it were your last - I aspire to it but 
very rarely do. 
 
Where did you grow up?   
  
In the New Forest to start with. My father had itchy feet and we lived a while in the Gulf then 
Karachi for a while when I was quite young, a very vibrant, tumultuous, raw place compared to the 
slickly oil rich Qatar that Tory and I experienced a couple of decades later. Then back home, school in 
Winchester, university in London followed by the Royal College of Music.  
 
Best memory of childhood years? 
  
I was very lucky to have a happy childhood, so there's many.  As a schoolboy I spent a summer night 
locked in Winchester Cathedral courtesy of a friendly verger and played the organ all night. 
Wonderful. 
 
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, and 
why? 
   
I've always wanted to know more about Teilhard de Chardin who I've always found intimidating and 
a little unapproachable. My father's lifetime fascination with his work is where I got my name (must 
have started after my brother who ended up RIchard), but I'm embarrassed that getting round to 
understanding his work remains on my eternal to-do list. RIght, this year it is.  (Perhaps we could 
have a sermon on the Noosphere and the Omega Point? Brian?)  
 
Favourite holiday destination? 



 
By far the best perk of flying for a living is having the world as your playground, but without my 
family it's not the same.  On the other hand, the awesome beauty of a sunny Cornish beach with our 
two delighted children shrieking with laughter in the sea - I can't think of better. 
  
When are you happiest? 
 
Working in Qatar I spent most of my days away and missed so many milestones at home. For me the 
one positive of Covid-19 is the simple delight of being home: nothing comes close to simple family 
time for me. A few hours on the organ helps, too. 
 
One wish for yourself? 
 
Keeping happy! 
  
Thank you Teil, now who shall we ask for next week? Any suggestions? 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An important message from our local medical centres about COVID-19 Vaccinations. 
 
Please do not contact your GP or medical practice to ask for a COVID-19 vaccination, they are 
unable to help you and your enquiry will take up valuable time during a period when they are 
under intense pressure. 
 
Please be patient whilst the vaccination booking service works its way through the people and 
the priorities through which it is working. The numbers of vaccinations to be delivered mean 
that it will take some time for everyone to be called, please be patient. 
 
You will be contacted directly by the service arranging these vaccination appointments when 
you are eligible to receive the vaccine. You will be provided with full information about the 
location, date, and time.   
 
It will be helpful if you can locate your NHS number in advance of your vaccination 
appointment and take this with you. 
 

 



 
 
"I shall pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show to any 
human being; let me do it now," wrote the Quaker missionary Etienne de Grellet. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Light a candle 
 
Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 
mornings, why not light a candle when you visit the church for private prayer. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, 
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Lawrence, Gareth & Janet. 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including Alison 
Jones, Tony Vlasopoulos and Ken Carter.  
We remember, in the years mind, Tom Chatfield, Ron Gow, and Lily Millinger.  
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
Since April 2020 there have been over 348,000 calls made to the Daily HOPE line. It offers 
free music, prayers, reflections & worship services from the Church of England at the end of 
the phone. Do you know someone who might benefit from this? 0800 804 8044 
 



 
 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The collect and readings for the Baptism of Christ 
 

Collect 
  

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with 
the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be 
faithful to our calling as your adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and unto the ages 
of ages.  Amen 
 
A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 19, verses 1-6: 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 
Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 
Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the 
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 



them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of 
them. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark, chapter 4, verses 1-11 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Niki is currently working from home, please email your enquiries if at all 
possible and allow some time for a reply. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


