
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 16th January 2021 
 
The tunnel and the light 
 
It seems very likely that we are in for a tough three weeks with the Pandemic worsening – and 
so many people will be afraid and anxious. Please, can we try to remember that we are not 
alone in this? Stay in touch with others and stay safe. If we do as we are told we will come 
through OK. 
 
We are asked to stay at home and not go out unless it is very important. We are told to wash 
our hands frequently and if we do go out, to wear a face covering and to keep 2 metres apart 
from others. That’s 6 feet and six inches, by the way. 
 
There is a good reason why I repeat this sensible advice and it is this: some people are not 
following the advice given by those who know what they are talking about. We do not know 
better, it is not a conspiracy. It is a powerful virus and in some cases it can kill. People not 
following the advice are putting others’ lives in danger. 
 
There will be several Christmass and Easter services out of season when things get better. And 
parties too.  
 
And again, please accept the vaccination when it is offered! 
 
Brian 
 
(Brian Prothero, Rector) 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A thank you for the supermarket vouchers donated through our Christmas appeal 

The appeal was taken up enthusiastically, and so far we have been able to hand over £785 
worth of vouchers as follows:  

Elmbridge HomeStart - £365 

Walton Families Centre - £370 

Rentstart - £50 

All three organisations have been amazed at your generosity and wish to thank you for the 
vouchers, which will enable some practical help to be given quickly to families in urgent need. 



 

 

 

If you wanted to make a donation but were unable to before Christmas, we can still accept 
vouchers and will ensure they get passed on to the organisations above. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

When Louise met the lovely Bernard Cribbins (virtually) 

 

At the end of last year, our Stewardship Group came up with the idea of a dramatic reading 
being given on video and it being shared as a Christmas Gift from St James' to both our parish 
and more widely.  

Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol was the choice. This famous text was partnered with a 
famous storyteller, Bernard Cribbins, who lives locally, and who, amazingly, was willing to read 
for us. 

The story about Scrooge's sudden generosity to the Cratchitts is mirrored by our church family's 
increasing support to our local Foodbank, so it seemed a perfect choice.  

I was asked to introduce the film, and I have to say I needed a bit of persuading. It was very 



 

 

daunting to know that I would be in a video alongside a childhood hero, the lovely Bernard 
Cribbins, albeit virtually. Sadly, we didn't meet whilst doing this. I do hope, however, that perhaps 
later this year I may be able to meet Mr. Cribbins in person and to say thank you. 

But I am so pleased I did say yes, although I am never going to be that comfortable being filmed! 
The resulting video has been shared so many times and continues to be, and has brought much 
joy and I suspect conversations around many of Bernard's various TV roles over the years. It 
has also brought St James' to notice of some who might not have known of us before, and has 
given a big boost to the Runnymede & Weybridge foodbank, both as a thank you to its volunteers 
and staff, but also in extra donations. 

I suppose the challenge is now where do we go next? Stepping out of our comfort zone hasn't 
been easy in some ways, but in others, it has been. 2020 was a year of change, of learning, of 
figuring things out. 

We are all now walking into a new decade. 2021 is a blank page so far. Much prayer and 
discernment will be needed to find what we will write upon it this year. 

Louise 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Stewardship Group would like to thank everybody for their continued support, especially 
over the Christmas period. Contributions continue using the usual channels of the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS) and other standing orders as well as bag collections (when services have been 
permitted), donations via the card reader and using the online facility. These have all combined 
to help us continue to "keep the lights on".  

 
The additional gifts to St. James' at Christmas have also proven to be more than useful, not just 
for current account activities, but for enabling us to do other things such as investing in the 
technology needed to facilitate the live streaming of services. 
 
Life and times remain more than strange for all of us and we do appreciate that personal  



 

 

finances are bound to be stretched for many people. This does mean, therefore, that it is 
incumbent on all of us to ensure that St. James' Church will be on a reasonable financial footing 
when something resembling normality returns. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our website. 
 
Donate button here 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 

 

Need urgent health advice? Think 111 first! 

 
A new campaign that has been launched to encourage people with urgent, but not life-
threatening, health problems to call NHS 111 before they walk into the local emergency 
department (often referred to as A&E). 
 
The new approach will mean that if you need urgent care, you can access the service you 
need first time by dialing 111 from any phone or mobile. It will also help maintain social 
distancing, reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19 and keep both patients and staff as safe as 
possible. 
 
NHS 111 will provide help straight away. If you need urgent care, they will either book you 
into the appropriate service (which could include us as your GP or an A&E appointment) or 
they will signpost you to another service where you can safely access the right care in the 
right place. 
 



 

 

Anyone who attends A&E without an appointment from NHS 111 will still be seen but may be 
directed to other services for treatment. Those with appointments from NHS 111 will also be 
given priority unless there is a medical need. 
 
Anyone with a life-threatening condition that needs emergency attention should still call 
999. 
 
Thank you to our local doctors for this excellent tip. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who’s who 
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James. 
Introducing our organist and choir director, Lindsay. 
 

 
A brief introduction:  
Born in 1955. First played a piano in 1959, still just about working in 2021! 
  
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 
I’m lucky in as much as my main hobby is music, which is also my day job, so the lines are pretty 
blurred. I’m an avid reader and I also love solving crosswords and playing bridge, but the latter 
activity has been put on hold during the pandemic. 
   
Tell us something that few people know about you? 



 

 

I can’t dance! My wife cannot understand how somebody like me, who necessarily has a sense 
of rhythm, and can play organ pedals with his feet can’t transfer this skill to a dance floor. 
   
The Beatles or The Stones? 
Surely the universe is big enough for both of them, and many more besides 
  
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
I’ve always been struck by a particular quote from the Danish theologian and philosopher Søren 
Kierkegaard, which highlights a paradox of our human condition. He said: ‘Life can only be 
understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.’ 
 
Where did you grow up?  
I was born and spent all of my formative years in Nottingham; however, I am still trying to grow 
up! 
  
Best memory of childhood years? 
Exposure to music of every different kind, and the encouragement of many kind teachers and 
mentors. 
  
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, 
and why? 
J.S. Bach. His deep Christian faith informed everything that he composed, and in spite of his 
colossal achievement he was a very modest and humble man. When ideas were invited as to 
what we should include on Voyager and send into space to encapsulate the greatest 
achievements of mankind, the scientist Freeman Dyson (son of composer George) suggested 
the complete works of Bach. “But,” he added “that would be showing off.” 
  
Favourite holiday destination? 
I’ve travelled to many places in the world, mostly as a touring musician. However, the Isles of 
Scilly will always be special. Mariann and I spent a wonderful time there years ago and found it 
to be the most naturally calming place we have ever visited. 
  
When are you happiest? 
When I am engaged on a musical project, or, away from that, being in the company of close 
friends.  
  
One wish for yourself? 
To grow old with Mariann. 
 
Lovely getting to know you better, Lindsay. 
 



 

 

Please let us know who else you’d like to see featured here.  
 

 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 
data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, 
Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, 
Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Lawrence, Gareth & Janet. 
 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including Alison Jones, 
Tony Vlasopoulos and Helen Kates. And in the year’s mind: Merlyn Button, Harry Waters, Amelia 
Chapman, Ada Lait, Edith Sanders. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 

 



 

 

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Reasons to be cheerful 

One Sunday morning one of our pastors was delivering his 

sermon, and his visiting granddaughter, who was 

celebrating her fourth birthday, was in the congregation.  

As the pastor reached a high point of his sermon, he 

shouted, "Rejoice! You're free, you're free!" From the midst 

of the congregation, four little fingers were held up and a 

small voice cried out, "No, Grandpa, I'm four now!" 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
The collect and readings for the second Sunday of the Epiphany  
 
Collect 
 
Eternal Lord, 
our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through past ages 
and made known 
 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen! 
 
 
A reading from the revelation to Saint John of Patmos, chapter 5, verses 1-10: 
 
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or 
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep bitterly 
because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders 
said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’ 
 
Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb 



 

 

standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the scroll from the right 
hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: 
 
‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe 
and language and people and nation; you have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
serving our God, and they will reign on earth.’ 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (1.43-end) 
 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 
son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards 
him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked 
him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 



 

 

following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


