
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, December 4th, 2020 
 
 

 
Another step closer! 
 
We’re back – or at least, back to where we were prior to this latest period of lockdown. What 
this means is that from this Sunday, the Eucharist will be offered in person at St. James’ at 10 
am and 11.15 am, and on Wednesdays at 10 am.  
 
There is room for no more than 30 households at each service. Households may book for our 
services this Sunday via these links: 
 
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 

I am thrilled by this - albeit small - step and I’m sure that nobody needs reminding of the 
continued urgent need to wash hands, cover faces and keep socially distanced. Face 
coverings or masks must be worn in the Church Building, whether visiting for a service or for 
individual prayer. The Church building will continue to be open from 9 am until 12.30, other 
than on Sundays, when it will be open 15 minutes before the start of the services. 
 
A choral group will continue to sing at the Sunday Eucharists, but congregational singing is 
still prohibited for the time being. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
Brian 



 

 

Rector 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our plans for Christmas 2020 

 

This Christmas will be very different at St James, but the story will still be told, and God’s light 
will still be lit.   
 
Here’s what you can expect: 
 

● There will be no Crib services this year, but we are asking people to donate vouchers 
instead, to help local families in need (more details about this below.) 
 

● Instead of Nine Lessons and Carols this year, we will present a Festival of FIVE Lessons 
and Carols, on Sunday 20th December at 6 pm AND on Tuesday 22nd December at 7 pm.  
 

● Midnight Mass will be held as usual at 11.30pm, with carols from 11pm. There will, 
however, be severe restrictions on numbers permitted to attend (see note below). 
Ditto, the Christmass Day Eucharist at 10 am.  
 

● There will be another Christmass Eucharist on December 27th (Sunday) in church.  
 
A VERY IMPORTANT NOTE: All of our Christmass services will require advance booking via 
Eventbrite - please do not turn up without a booking. We will email the links to book each 
service nearer to the time. 
 



 

 

Please think carefully about how many services you choose to book for, bearing in mind the 
limited number of households we can accommodate in each service. We cannot exceed our 
stated maximum capacity of 30 households at each service, with each household being a 
maximum of five people.  
 
If you are unable to secure a booking, we aim to film all of the services and share them online 
shortly afterwards.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Christmas voucher appeal for families in need 
 
St James’ is a long-term supporter of local children’s organisations and its big, busy, loud  
fun crib services on Christmas Eve have always resulted in many, many, sacks of toys to 
be donated to Elmbridge Home-Start.  Sadly, we cannot do things in the same way this 
year due to Covid restrictions. 

However, we can still help Elmbridge Home-Start and Elmbridge Family Centre to carry 
on working with local families at this time when the need for support and help is 
increasing weekly. Both organisations have said that the best way we can help them to 
help families is by provision of shopping vouchers for local supermarkets.  Many families 
are in financial need and supermarket vouchers give choices to them. 
  



 

 

Vouchers in any denomination, with receipt please, can be dropped into St James’ 
Church or the Parish Office letterbox, or we may be able to collect them.  
 
If you have any questions, please call Sue (01932 843968) or Alison (01932 845372). 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our web site. 
 
Donate button here 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 

 
A short series of poems and prose for Advent, chosen this week by Victoria Scott. 
 

  
 
Noel: Christmas Eve 1913 
Robert Bridges 
 
A frosty Christmas Eve  
   when the stars were shining 



 

 

Fared I forth alone  
   where westward falls the hill, 
And from many a village  
   in the water'd valley 
Distant music reach'd me  
   peals of bells a-ringing: 
The constellated sounds  
   ran sprinkling on earth's floor 
As the dark vault above  
   with stars was spangled o'er. 
Then sped my thoughts to keep  
   that first Christmas of all 
When the shepherds watching  
   by their folds ere the dawn 
Heard music in the fields  
   and marveling could not tell 
Whether it were angels  
   or the bright stars singing. 
 
Now blessed be the tow'rs  
   that crown England so fair 
That stand up strong in prayer  
   unto God for our souls 
Blessed be their founders  
   (said I) an' our country folk 
Who are ringing for Christ  
   in the belfries to-night 
With arms lifted to clutch  
   the rattling ropes that race 
Into the dark above  
   and the mad romping din. 
 
But to me heard afar  
   it was starry music 
Angels' song, comforting  
   as the comfort of Christ 
When he spake tenderly  
   to his sorrowful flock: 
The old words came to me  
   by the riches of time 
Mellow'd and transfigured  



 

 

   as I stood on the hill 
Heark'ning in the aspect  
   of th' eternal silence. 
 
You can hear a beautiful version of this poem set to music by John Denver here.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Foodbank update 
 
We have had an explosion of donations to Runnymede Foodbank with more crates of 
donations each week. First three, then six, then nine, and upwards it weekly goes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

A delicious alternative Christingle 
 
 
 
Sadly, this year we won’t be able to have our 
usual Christingle service in church. It is always 
great fun and it marks the start of the Advent 
season, while also raising much-needed funds 
for The Children’s Society. 

However, we have a plan. We have sourced 
some delicious milk chocolate oranges from The 
Meaningful Chocolate company for £3 each. 
The box can then be used to collect loose 
change, before returning it to Church where we 
will donate all the money raised to The 
Children’s Society. 

Please contact the Parish office on 01932 
856399 to purchase one, or email 
stjamesweybridge@btinternet.com. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 
data protection reasons): 
 
Jonathon, Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, 
Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, 
Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, Maurice, Peg and Lawrence. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 



 

 

 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Reasons to be cheerful 
 
What’s every parent’s favourite Christmas Carol? 
Silent Night 
 
What do you get when you mix a Christmas tree and an iPad? 
A pineapple! 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
The collect and readings for the second Sunday in Advent 

 
Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and savior we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God, now and unto the ages of 
ages. Amen. 
 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 
40, verses 1 to 11 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out:  
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The 
grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a 
high mountain. 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God 
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 



 

 

 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (1.1-8) 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.”  John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


