
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, 18th December, 2020 
 

 
Thank you so much for your cooperation with the online booking system for our Christmass 
services. 
 
We appreciate that it’s not ideal, but we are sure you understand that it’s absolutely 
necessary, in these Covid-times. Remember, if you are unable to book for your preferred 
service, we will live-stream and record all of the services. If you’d like assistance with 
accessing these services on YouTube and Facebook, please let the parish office know. 
 
At the time of writing, our first carol service and the Christmas morning service are fully 
booked, but we still have a few spots available at the other two services.  
 
You can book a space for your household (up to five people) via the links below: 
 
Tuesday 22 December at 7pm - A candlelit service of Carols & Lessons, telling the 
Christmass story. NB: This will be identical to the service on December 20th 

Eventbrite listing – https://stjamesweybridge-carols-tuesday.eventbrite.co.uk 

Thursday 24 December at 11.30pm (carols from 11.10pm) – Midnight Mass of the Nativity. 

Eventbrite listing – https://stjamesweybridge-midnight-mass.eventbrite.co.uk 



 

 

Important: Please email us after booking (stjamesweybridge@btinternet.com) or text 
07974 018160 letting us know the exact number of people in your household who will be 
attending each service.  

Important information for all services 

● To maintain adequate ventilation 
our doors will need to remain open 
throughout, so please dress 
warmly.  

● Please wear a face covering. 
● The church will open 20 minutes 

before each service begins. 
● Please maintain social distancing 

whilst queuing and in church; you 
will be shown to your pew/seat 
once you have checked in.  

● Please remain in your seat 
throughout the service until 
directed otherwise and leave 
promptly when requested at the 
end of the service.  

● There will be an opportunity to 
contribute to the ministry of St 
James’ as you leave, or you can do 
this online at any time. 

● Should you need to change or 
cancel your booking, please do let 
us know as soon as possible. 

● If booking online is not possible, 
please contact Louise on 07974 018160. 

 
This will be our last newsletter for this year - our next will be emailed to you on January 
8th.  
Booking emails for services before then will still be sent out as usual.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
A Christmas Gift from St James' 
 

 
 
St James' stewardship group wanted to give something back to our community who has been 
so supportive of the various charitable appeals we have run throughout the last year. A much-
loved Christmas story, a renowned storyteller living locally and a chance to share a little magic 
whilst also speaking about our partners at St James' and an idea formed!  



 

 

 
We are proud to have the lovely Mr. Bernard Cribbins reading an excerpt from Dickens' A 
Christmas Carol - available to view through our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Our services and worship together may be curtailed somewhat in these strange times, but as 
a church family we have continued to generously support the following, 
  
The Children’s Society, through donations of small change in Christingle collecting candles 
and envelopes (still available). 
  
Runnymede Foodbank, through your generous and ongoing donations into the collection 
point in church alongside financial donations. 
 
Elmbridge Family Centre & Elmbridge HomeStart, through provision of supermarket 
shopping vouchers to help local families in need (an alternative to toy donations this year). 
Vouchers can be left in the Parish Office or handed over on a Sunday morning. 
  
The Manna Society, through a virtual Harvest Collection of money rather than items. 



 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our web site. 
 
Donate button here 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 

 
A short series of poems and prose for Advent, chosen this week by Louise. 
 

 
 
First Coming 
 
By Madeleine L’Engle 
 
He did not wait till the world was ready, 
till men and nations were at peace 
He came when the Heavens were unsteady 
and prisoners cried out for release. 
 
He did not wait for the perfect time. 
He came when the need was deep and great. 
He dined with sinners in all their grime, 
turned water into wine. He did not wait 
 



 

 

till hearts were pure. In joy he came 
to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 
To a world like ours, of anguished shame 
He came, and his Light would not go out. 
 
He came to a world which did not mesh, 
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh 
the Maker of the stars was born. 
 
We cannot wait till the world is sane 
to raise our songs with joyful voice, 
for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Rentstart - Christmas Fuel Appeal 
 

 
 
Rentstart, a fabulous charity helping local homeless people, is asking for people who receive 
the winter fuel payment (but don’t need it) to donate the equivalent amount to help others 
heat their homes this winter.  
 
If you can afford to do so, please go to the website www.rentstart.org and make your 
donation. Please remember to use the Gift Aid option, as this will initiate a further gift from 
that nice Rishi Sunak. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact John Yeomans on 07785 331542. 
 

 



 

 

Christmass services on TV and Radio  
 
The Christmas TV and radio schedules are as packed as ever this year, and even with the help 

of a trusty copy of the Radio Times, it’s hard to pick out the Christian-content amongst the 

repeats of Mrs Brown’s boys and Only Fools and Horses. However, Carole Merritt has come 

to your aid. Here’s her list of Christmas services on TV and radio this Christmas:  
 
Radio 

20/12  Radio 3  All day festival of Christmas singing from Europe and Canada 

9 am – 11 pm  

22/12   Radio 3 BBC Singers with readings and contemporary carols 

2 pm 

23/12   Radio 3 Choral Evensong from the Chapel of Royal Holloway College 

3.30 pm The BBC Singers with a range of religious choral music 

24/12   Radio 4 Festival of 9 Lessons & Carols from King’s College, Cambridge 

3 pm – 4.30 pm 

(Repeated on 25/12 Radio 3 at 1 pm) 

24/12   Radio 4 Midnight Mass from Manchester Cathedral 

11.30 pm – 12.45 am 

25/12   Radio 2 Carols and Christmas messages from national well-loved stars 

8 am – 10 am 

25/12   Radio 4 Christmas Service incl. nativity story with St. Martin’s Voices and Brass 

9 am – 9.45 am  

26/12   Radio 4 Christmas Meditation 

12.15 – 12.30 pm 

 



 

 

 
 

TV 

20/12 BBC One Songs of Praise – The UK’s Favourite Carol, with Aled Jones 

1.15 pm 

24/12 ITV3  Christmas Spectacular from Royal Albert Hall with Katherine Jenkins 

2.15 pm 

24/12 BBC Two Carols from King’s College Chapel, Cambridge 

5.30 pm 

24/12 BBC One Midnight Mass from the Roman Catholic Clifton Cathedral in Bristol 

11.45 pm 

25/12 BBC Two Carols from King’s 

6.55 am 

25/12 BBC One Christmas Day Service from Birmingham 

10 am 

25/12 BBC One The Queen’s Christmas Broadcast 

3 pm  

3/1/21 BBC One St. Paul’s Cathedral music & hymns featuring Katherine Jenkins 

1.15 pm  and Aled Jones 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

 

Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, 
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Maurice, Lawrence, Gareth & Janet. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 

 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
The collect and readings for the fourth Sunday in Advent 

 
Collect 
 
Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Roman Christians, chapter 16, verses 25 to 
the 
End: 
 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 



 

 

according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to 
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever!  
Amen. 
 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 
(1.26-38) 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then 
Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 



 

 

If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 

 


