
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, December 11, 2020 
 
The Third Sunday of Advent. 

 

 
 
Celebrations of the Eucharist for this day are at 10am and 11.15am – bookings required 
 
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

We have restarted our Wednesday midweek Said Eucharist at 10am (no booking required). 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Christmass Services at St James’ 
 

Christmass services this year, of necessity, are different to our usual Christmass pattern.  

We hope to livestream to Facebook the first Service of Carols & Readings (Sunday 20th), 
Midnight Mass and the Christmass Day Eucharist.  

Recordings of all these services will also be available on Facebook and YouTube. 

 

 



 
A separate email has been sent with details of the four Christmass services giving details of 

the Eventbrite booking links and the extra information needed for these services. Each 
service is subject to an attendance limit of 30 households (which can be from 1 to 5 people). 

Bookings will open on Monday 14 December at 9am.  

Please contact Louise on 07974 018160 if you need any assistance.  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our services and worship together may be 
curtailed somewhat in these strange times, but as 
a church family we have continued to generously 
support the following, 
 
The Children’s Society, through donations of 
small change in Christingle collecting candles and 
envelopes (still available). 
 
Runnymede Foodbank, through your generous 
and ongoing donations into the collection point in 
church alongside financial donations. 

 
Elmbridge Family Centre & Elmbridge HomeStart, through provision of supermarket 
shopping vouchers to help local families in need (an alternative to toy donations this year). 
Vouchers can be left in the Parish Office or handed over on a Sunday morning. 
 
The Manna Society, through a virtual Harvest Collection of money rather than items. 
 
Further information is available on request. 
 
 
 

 



This is the link which is specific to St James’ 
https://www.movementforgood.com/12days/index.php?cn=1130714&ct=church 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our web site. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 
 
Who’s who, is taking a little break for a few weeks and will be back in the New Year.  Who 
would you like to know more about?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The UK Government is currently undertaking an online survey – How are we doing on faith? 
 
May I urge you all to consider participating in this survey, it will help inform a national review 
into how best the Government should engage with religious groups in the country. 
 
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, who urged as many people as possible to 
take part. She said on Tuesday: “Faith is at the heart of so many of our communities, across 
the length and breadth of the country. This welcome consultation from the Government is an 
opportunity to demonstrate and explore how faith enriches and empowers our lives and our 
relationships with one another. 
 
“I believe it can play a fundamental role in building a stronger, more tolerant society for the 
future. I would urge as many people as possible to get involved by responding to the 
consultation, ensuring that the voices of our faith communities are heard.” 



 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-
call-for-evidence 
 
 
 
Rentstart - Christmas Fuel Appeal 

The Church of England is steeped in tradition and St. James’ Weybridge is no exception. Some of our 
traditions, such as that ancient rite of receiving a tube of Smarties on one’s birthday, go back as far 
as ancient history also known as 2004. Others are more recent.  

In fact, 2017, marked the start of our relationship with Rentstart, the local charity which works so 
hard and very effectively to break the terrible cycle of homelessness within the borough of 
Elmbridge. The co-operation has worked in several different ways and has culminated every year in a 
service of readings and carols. Sadly, of course, this will not be possible this year. 

However, one thing that we can still do (or at least a fortunate few of us can do) is to maintain the 
winter fuel donations. These payments are more than welcome by all, and absolutely essential for 
many, but the distribution is to everybody of pensionable age and, let’s be honest, not all of us are in 
need of this particular Christmas present. 

So, my request to you this week is if, but only if, you feel that you would prefer to pass on some or 
all of your benefit to a deserving charity and can afford to do so, Rentstart would use the money to 
help keep other people warm during this winter. The idea that we should have street homeless 
rough sleepers in this area, especially as we near the end of this already challenging year, has to be 
abhorrent. 

Please go to the website www.rentstart.org and make your donation and please remember to use 
the Gift Aid option as this will initiate a further gift from that nice Rishi Sunak. 

If you have any questions, please contact John Yeomans on 07785 331542. 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
A short series of poems and prose for Advent, this week chosen by Keith  
 
Advent Calendar 
Rowan Williams 
 
He will come like last leaf’s fall. 
One night when the November wind 
has flayed the trees to the bone, and earth 
wakes choking on the mould, 
the soft shroud’s folding. 

He will come like frost. 
One morning when the shrinking earth 



opens on mist, to find itself 
arrested in the net 
of alien, sword-set beauty. 

He will come like dark. 
One evening when the bursting red 
December sun draws up the sheet 
and penny-masks its eye to yield 
the star-snowed fields of sky. 

He will come, will come, 
will come like crying in the night, 
like blood, like breaking, 
as the earth writhes to toss him free. 
He will come like child. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Light a candle 
 
Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 
mornings, why not light a candle when you visit the church for private prayer. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, 
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Maurice, Lawrence, Gareth & Janet. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 



 
 
 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you are feeling a little stressed this Christmastide, 
 

 
 
 



___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The collect and readings for Advent Sunday 
 
Collect 

  
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 61, verses 1 to 4, 8 to end. 
 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
   to bind up the broken-hearted,  
 to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
   and release to the prisoners;  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,  
   and the day of vengeance of our God; 
   to comfort all who mourn;  
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—     
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness,  
    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins,  
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities,  
    the devastations of many generations. 
 
For I the Lord love justice,  
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense,  
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,  
    and their offspring among the peoples;  
all who see them shall acknowledge  
    that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,  
    my whole being shall exult in my God;  
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  



as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,  
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise  
    to spring up before all the nations. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 1, verses 6 to 8, 19 to 28. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the 
Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the 
prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer 
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 
     ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
     “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if 
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 



If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 
 
 


