
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday 13th November 2020 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 

I write this on the back of the wonderful news about the development and trialling of an anti-
Covid 19 Vaccine. It seems that there is a vaccine which is virtually proven to be 90% effective 
in preventing infection. It lifted my spirits by a long measure and I so hope you rejoiced as 
well. Some real hope for all of us and a possible chink of light at the end of what is proving to 
be a very long tunnel.  

Be patient! 

Stay safe and well! 

Be considerate to others! 

And wash those hands! 

Remember you are not alone. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Recent announcements affecting St. James’ Parish Church, Weybridge: - 

No! -  to gathering for Public Worship or in groups, for prayer – meaning that there will be no 
celebrations of the Eucharist on Sundays or Wednesdays until December 2nd, if what we have 
been told is correct. 

No!  - to Baptisms, Weddings or Blessings. 

No! -  to Choir rehearsals. 

Yes! – to the Food Bank sessions on Thursday afternoons. 

Yes! - to coming into the Church building for individual prayer in silence between the hours of 
9 am and 12.30 pm every day. Greater emphasis on handwashing, sanitising and social 
distancing at 2 metres. 

Yes! - to recording a weekly Celebration of the Eucharist in Church (without congregation) for 
broadcast on Sunday mornings. 

Yes! – to Funerals, 30 attendées maximum. 

Please try to take advantage of the Church Building being open for individual prayer – from 9 
am until 12.30 pm every day, including Sunday. 

Please pray for all who are involved in any way with this Pandemic – and that, of course, 
means all of us, but especially those in the front line of care. 



 

 

As ever, with my love and prayers,                  Brian 

                        (Brian, Prothero, Rector of St. James’)             

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

One Rector, Two Memorials. 

When we take communion in normal times at the main altar, we find ourselves walking on, or 
perhaps respectfully trying to avoid stepping on, a rather splendid marble and brass memorial 
tablet.  This is to commemorate the well- loved Rev. Edward Joseph Rose, rector from 1855 to 
his sudden death in 1882.  He was held in such high esteem by his parishioners that they paid 
for this floor tablet out of the money left over after commissioning the Rose Memorial 
Window, which is located in the west wall near the south door.  More about the window later.  

Engraved round the 
edges of the marble 
tablet is: Psalm 17:16  
‘As for me, I will 
behold thy presence 
in righteousness:  and 
when I awake up 
after thy likeness I 
shall be satisfied with 
it.’  (Unusual 
grammar and it’s 
verse 15 in my bible, 
but that matters not 
and it’s still 
beautifully done.)   

At the four corners of 
the tablet you will 
see the symbols of 
Matthew (angel), 
Mark (lion), Luke (ox) 
and John (eagle).  
These also appear 
round the font.    

The large ornamental cross design is of the SSC (Societas Sanctae Crucis – the Society of the 
Holy Cross) whose motto is ‘In This Sign, Conquer’.  You’ll see the letters INRI at each of the 
four points of the SSC cross (Iesus Nazarenus, Rex Iudeaeorum -   Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews) and in the centre IES (Jesus). 



 

 

The SSC had been founded in London in 1855 by a small group of Anglo-Catholic priests led by 
Father Charles Lowder, their vision being to witness to the Cross of Christ by their lives and 
ministry and to lead ‘a disciplined priestly life fashioned after a definite spiritual rule’.   

This connects nicely with the Rose Window (by Clayton & Bell, 1884); from the design Rev. 
Rose’s parishioners must have considered his priestly life to be true to this vision of following 
Jesus.  The upper five scenes are from the life of Jesus – Baptism by John the Baptist, 
Preaching, The Risen Christ, The Last Supper, Entombment:  below are five scenes from a 
parish priest’s life - baptising, preaching, administering the last rites, communion, funeral. 

 

Fitting memorials for this active, well-loved and respected Rector. 

Donate to St James 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made at this time by 

cheque sent to the Parish Office or online. 

We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Poppies for Remembrance.  

 
A beautiful and apt little flower for this time in front of the Parish Centre. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

An update on the virtual Manna Society Harvest Appeal run throughout October. 

 

For so many years, we have enjoyed the theatre of the physical collections of foodstuffs, 

toiletries, clothing, and bedding before filling the van and trundling off to Southwark.  It would 

have been easy to just shrug our shoulders and accept that nothing could be done this year 

owing to the Covid restrictions - but not the good people at St. James' many of whom are 

made of sterner stuff. 

 



 

 

We rallied around and changed it to a money only, mainly online, event which will have 

enabled the Manna Society to buy foodstuffs and other necessities, thereby helping to 

maintain the essential services which they provide to the clientele. As the year has progressed 

Manna has had to be flexible in how they fulfil all the needs upon them. In addition to their 

Housing and Welfare services they are now back to providing 130 takeaway meals per day, 7 

days a week, consisting of a hot dinner (in sealed takeaway containers) and a sandwich. 

 

Is it as good as it was? Of course, it is not. But is it good? Actually, it is quite amazing and the 

fact that we, as a church, raised £2,290 (including Gift Aid) - and this from just 24 donations - 

serves to prove what can be done with teamwork and goodwill in equal measure. 

 

With very many thanks to all concerned for joining in with this slightly surreal event, 

 

John Yeomans, on behalf of The Stewardship Group 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Who’s who 

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James. 

Introducing Stephen, 

Apart from being a member of 
the choir and on the PCC some 
will have seen me working in 
the churchyard.  
 
I was born between VE and VJ 
day, my first memories being of 
bomb-sites and rationing. I went 
up to university in Swansea to 
read electrical engineering and 
then joined Plessey 
Microelectronics in Swindon.  
 
After many internal changes of 
site, job and company name, I 
retired in 2004. My most 
interesting projects were for 
weather monitoring systems in 
the Middle East. Hilary and I met 
when she was working with my 
mother as a physiotherapist in 
London. We have two sons who 
work ‘in media’. This year we 
celebrated our Golden Wedding 
during the first lock-down with a 
quiet champagne picnic. 

 

What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 

We have had a house in France for many years, providing an opportunity, until this year, to 
observe and join in local life, have the satisfaction of restoring old buildings and to explore the 
Normandy and Brittany coasts. 

Tell us something that few people know about you? 

Having inherited photographs, letters, and press-cuttings I find myself as the archivist for the 
family of a pioneer of the early days of South Australia. I am in frequent contact with 
historians, museums, and family members on the other side of the world.  

Bach or the Beatles? 

Bach and Early Music particularly when played on original instruments. Of course, I still enjoy 
the Beatles who were part my university experience in the 60’s. 



 

 

Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 

‘Waste Not Want Not’ The adage reflected being brought up just after the war. It has had a 
lasting effect in that I hoard all sorts of things just in case they will be useful later! These days 
one might call it recycling. Hilary refers to it as ‘all that junk’. 

Where did you grow up?   

Home for my Mother and Sister was in South London near Streatham Hill although in my 
teens I was at school near Bath. My bicycle was the key to independence: I recall cycling 
around the South Circular and down the A3 and from Bath to Bristol, all would be a little 
dangerous today! 

Best memory of childhood years? 

Rowing and later sailing 

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, 
and why? 

Father Trevor Huddleston, best known for his anti-apartheid activism. I heard him preach 
once, shortly after he had had to leave South Africa for speaking out to tell the world of the 
plight of the black population.   

Favourite holiday destination? 

The Flinders Ranges on the edge of the Outback in South Australia. 

When are you happiest? 

Being with the five grandchildren. 

One wish for yourself? 

To remain fit enough to carry on a little longer! 

Thank you, Stephen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Foodbank and St James’ 

Food bank donations are needed every week, but this is a last call for the specifically Christmas 

themed items – time is needed for the foodbank elves to assemble the Christmas Hampers!  

 

Nice to have items as well as basic foodstuffs are always welcomed; sweets, posh biscuits, nice 

jams etc., anything that can help someone to feel cherished as well as fed is wonderful. 

 
St James’ church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank, please contact 

Louise or the Parish Office for more details. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

Prayers requested 

 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 

data protection reasons): 

 

Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, 

Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, 

Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, Paul, Jennifer, Eulyn, Graham, Morris, Lawrence. 

 

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including Raymond 

Lahoud and John Blackman. R.I.P. 

 

Please especially remember Marian Blackman and family in your prayers. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Light a candle 

 

Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 

mornings, it is possible to light a virtual candle online here at any time. 

 

 
 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Daily Hope  

 

This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 

information onto those who would appreciate it. 

 
 

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 

available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 

Annabelle to request a copy. 

 

Seen in a Parish Magazine -  

A SOMERSET, England, parish magazine tells how Methodist ministers from the Welsh valleys 

were distressing the older members of the chapel by the length of their sermons. On one 

occasion an elderly man asked the minister, "And what is the subject of your sermon this 

morning?". "The milk of human kindness," replied the minister. "Condensed, I hope," said the 

parishioner. 

 



 

 

An artful way to support St James’ 

 

 

The artist Valerie Bird has kindly 

turned some of her beautiful 

drawings into cards, sold in aid 

of St James’.   

 

Each pack contains eight cards, 

one of each design.  

 

The cards, priced at £7 a pack, 

are available at the back of the 

church or by contacting Niki in 

the Parish Office. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The collect and readings for the second Sunday before Advent. 

 

Collect 

Heavenly Lord, 

you long for the world’s salvation: 

stir us from apathy, 

restrain us from excess 

and revive in us new hope 

that all creation will one day be healed 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 

 

 

 



 

 

Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction 

will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 

escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 

are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, 

let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep 

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let 

us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

Matthew 25:14-30 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug 

a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time, the master of those slaves 

came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I 

have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 

the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, 

you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, 

“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 

you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received 

the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I 

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, 



 

 

“You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 

where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on 

my return, I would have received what was my own with interest. So, take the talent from him, 

and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and 

they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 

taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Endnotes 

 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 

and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 

online. 

 

Find us on Facebook, You Tube and on our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

To subscribe to this newsletter, please send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

 

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 

 

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 

communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 

 

If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 

following will arrange an introduction: 

 

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 

Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  

 

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the 

Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and the 

Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


