
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, November 6th, 2020 
 
National Covid-19 lockdown 
 
A new month-long lockdown is upon us, as our country struggles to combat Covid-19. The new 
restrictions unfortunately mean that we will be unable to hold any services in church until 
December. Here’s an update from our Rector. 

Dear readers, 

The latest announcement concerning churches and other places of worship affects St. James’ 
as follows: 

No! - to gathering for Public Worship or in groups, for prayer – meaning that there will be no 
celebrations of the Eucharist on Sundays or Wednesdays until further notice. 

No! - to Baptisms, Weddings or Blessings. 

No! - to Choir rehearsals. 

But….  

Yes! – to the Food Bank sessions on Thursday afternoons. 

Yes! - to coming into the Church building for individual prayer in silence between the hours of 
9 am and 12.30 pm every day. Greater emphasis on handwashing, sanitising and social 
distancing at 2 metres. 

Yes! - to recording a weekly Celebration of the Eucharist in Church (without congregation) for 
broadcast on Sunday mornings. 

Yes! – to funerals. 

And that, as I write, is where we are at the moment, or at least until a different set of rules 
emerges and we all become robots, or whatever. 

Please try to take advantage of the building being open for individual prayer. 

Please pray for all who are involved in any way with this pandemic – and that, of course, means 
all of us, but especially those in the front line of care. 

Please be good neighbours, safely, with listening ears and a desire to help without losing 
friends. 

Please stay well, be safe and wherever you are, remember you are not alone. 



 

 

As ever, with my love and prayers, 

Brian 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Remembrance 
 
Due to the lockdown, our plans for our remembrance day service have understandably changed 
significantly.  
 
We now plan to broadcast a service ‘live’ at 10am this Sunday, November 8th, on Facebook and 
YouTube. This will be pre-recorded and available from 10am, and we encourage as many of you 
as possible to watch it at this time, so that we can remember those who died in war together.  
After 10am, you’ll be able to watch it on demand, as usual. 
 
Just visit our YouTube or Facebook pages on Sunday morning just before 10am to take part.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Volunteer drivers needed 

 
Care in Weybridge are a group of volunteers who drive people to hospital, doctors 
appointments, shopping trips and the like. They are all local trips, generally for the elderly and 
those with impaired mobility. 
 
In line with government guidelines they had to suspend most of their operations in March, but 
were pleased to restart in early August. Now that they are getting back up to speed they are 
always looking for people who have a vehicle and who are prepared to help with the service, 
typically about once a month. 
 
If you could spare, say, two hours a month then do please contact Peter Willey on 01932 853647 
or email pwilley989@gmail.com. Your car mileage and expenses will be reimbursed and 
personal protective equipment will be provided. Care in Weybridge is a registered charity. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

 

Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our web site. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  

 
Who’s who 
 
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St 
James’.   
 

 
 
I trained to be a doctor at King’s College London and have worked as a GP at Weybridge 
Health Centre since 1989.  I serve on the PCC and am on the Friends of St James Fundraising 
Committee. 
  
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 
 
I am trying to get to grips with my new digital piano. 
 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
 
You may have seen Paul Harvey on TV recently – an 80 year old retired music teacher living 
with dementia who has composed a tune and recorded it with the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Well, he married our next-door neighbour Sue and I was their bridesmaid (aged 5.) 
 
David Cassidy or Donny Osmond? 
 
Yes, I was a teenybopper - I saw the Osmonds live at Earls Court in 1975 - but I also really liked 

Hello, my name is Lindy (and yes, it is my real 
name!) I joined St James’ when Christine Best 
(who was my class teacher at the time) 
suggested I joined the choir. This was around 
1970 and I have been a chorister ever since. I 
met my husband in the choir and we were 
married at St James in 1984 and went on to 
have three sons. 



 

 

10cc and John Miles. 
 
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
 
“A mother is only as happy as her unhappiest child” and “By their actions shall ye know 
them.” 
 
Where did you grow up? 
 
I was born in Hayes, which is just outside Bromley in Kent. We moved to Weybridge when I 
was eight when my father changed his job. My mother and my sister and my niece and her 
husband all still live in Weybridge. 
 
Best memory of childhood years? 
 
I actually really enjoyed my school days and have many happy memories of both St James’ 
School (it was located on the site of Bridge Court in Springfield Meadows in those days) and 
Sir William Perkins in Chertsey (it was a state school at the time.) 
 
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it 
be, and why? 
 
Mary the mother of Jesus - a strong brave woman. She must have been both proud of him and 
terrified for him in equal measure. I can’t begin to imagine the horror of seeing your child 
being executed. 
 
Favourite holiday destination 
 
Austria in the summer – been there several times, including on our honeymoon. 
 
When are you happiest? 
 
When my three grown up sons are all back home at the same time – it’s fascinating to see 
how their relationship with each other has evolved and changed from being three small (very 
lively) boys to handsome young men making their way in the world (well I think they are 
handsome!) 
 
One wish for yourself? 
 
The time will come when I hang up my stethoscope for good, so I hope to find some hobby or 
project in retirement which will give me as much pleasure and satisfaction as my medical 



 

 

career has done. 
 
Lovely getting to know you better, Lindy. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
An artful way to support St James' 
 

 
 
The artist Valerie Bird has kindly turned some of her beautiful drawings into cards, sold in aid 
of St James’.  Each pack contains eight cards, one of each design.  
 
The cards, priced at £7 a pack, are available for sale from the parish office. Please call or email 
in advance of your visit. 

 



 

 

 
Foodbank and St James’ 
 

 
  

The Weybridge and Runnymede Foodbank has continued to feed those who need help in the 
area throughout 2020 - despite quite adverse conditions at times and against a background of 
increasing volumes. In October it fulfilled 24% more vouchers than in September and fed 40% 
more people than in September. 

The Foodbank was declared an 'essential public service' during the first lockdown. Therefore, 
the organisers believe it will continue to be regarded in that category during this new lockdown. 

Volunteers are always needed at the warehouse on the outskirts of Egham for a variety of roles 
- for details please email volunteer@runnymede.foodbank.org.uk 

Current shortages are: Tinned Tuna, Jam, Honey, Peanut Butter, Sponge Puddings, Tinned 
Custard, Coffee, Long Life Juice, Washing Powder, Deodorant and Soap. 
  
The church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank (previously by issuing a 
red voucher) through a new e-referral system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for 
more details. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 
data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Raymond, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, 
Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, 
Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, John. 



 

 

Light a candle 
 
Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 
mornings, why not light a candle when you visit the church for private prayer. 
 

 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Safe Spaces 
 
The Church of England has now launched Safe Spaces, an independent service supporting 
survivors of church-related abuse. 
 
This service offers support to survivors of church-related abuse whether or not a report has 
been made. This independent service is run by the charity Victim Support and funded by the 
Church of England together with the Catholic Church in England and Wales and the Church in 
Wales. It is free to access via telephone, email or web-chat. 
 
• Telephone: 0300 303 1056 (answerphone available outside of opening times) 
• Email: safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk 
• WebChat - via the Safe Spaces website 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 

 
 
 
 
The following is from "The Oldie" online, and is courtesy of the very lovely Barry Cryer: 
A couple have just have got married. Full of the joy of young love, they turn to the vicar. 
You may now sanitise the bride,' the vicar declares to the congregation. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

 

The collect and readings for Remembrance Sunday 
 
The Collect for the Day 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
A reading from the First letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians (4.13-end) 
 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For 
this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with 
a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will 
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 
will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (25.1-13) 
 
‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 
shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; 
and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to 
us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


