
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday, November 27th, 2020 
 
The First Sunday of Advent. 

 

 
 
 

WONDERFUL NEWS 

Wonderfully encouraging news about the vaccines to sort out the Covid 19 Pandemic. 
Please don’t think this means we can lower our defences! D-Far from it; we must be as 
vigilant as we can: wash our hands, faces covered and socially distanced. There is indeed 
light at the end of the tunnel - don’t put it out! 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 



CHRISTMASS 2020 

I’m being brave as I try to look into an imaginary crystal ball, to tell you about what COULD be 
happening the week before Christmass and Christmass itself. What we know so far is not a lot 
– we can return to communal worship, but no mention of ‘how’ this might happen. No 
reference in the Government official blurb about singing, or Baptism, so as I write this, I await 
with bated breath for more detail on Thursday. I so want to assume that December 6th will 
see us returning to the Eucharist at 10 am and 11.15 am and this is my sincere hope. 

No Christingle, and what a loss that may be. BUT there is, elsewhere in this Newsletter, a way 
to keep Christingle alive and to benefit the work of the Children’s’ Society. Get yourself a 
chocolate orange from the Parish Centre! 

As well as this, there is a way to do differently the kindness which is usually poured into our 
two Crib Services on Christmass Eve, which cannot happen this year. Please give Store 
vouchers to respond to the appeal to help needy families this Christmass. 

And so, to the Nine Lessons and Carols; a huge annual event which for many people defines 
the season of goodwill which we call Christmass. The telling of the story of salvation – God’s 
interruption into this world in the form, of Jesus, His Son, our Saviour. Born as one of us. 
Archangel Gabriel, dreams, journeys, the census, the birth, and the rejoicing of the whole host 
of heaven. But there will be NO Nine Lessons and Carols this year, for Covidious reasons! 

INSTEAD and it will be wonderful for being slightly different, we hope to present a Festival of 
FIVE Lessons and Carols, on Sunday 20th December at 6 pm AND on Tuesday 22nd December 
at 7 pm. And you don’t need to be a Professor of Mathematics to work out that this equates 
to at least one more lesson and one more carol this year! 

Midnight Mass will be as usual, but with severe restrictions on numbers permitted to attend. 
Ditto the Christmass Day Eucharist at 10 am. But the story will be told, and the light will be 
kept alight.  

In hope and with every blessing, and a slight touch of ‘candles crossed’ just in case, 

Brian, Rector of St. James’ 

p.s. all of the above is provisional on the ‘GO-AHEAD’ from Her Majesty’s Government.  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Wintershall Nativity 
 

 
 
Are you looking for a Christmassy and Covid-safe family outing this year? Then look no 
further... 
 
Staged open-air in the stunning Surrey countryside on the Wintershall Estate near Guildford, 
the Nativity Winter Walk will allow audiences to meet Mary, Joseph and many other 
Christmas story characters on the journey to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus. 
Wintershall’s mission is to share this story with those of all ages, whilst enjoying seasonal 
family time together in a safe environment. 
For full details, the COVID measures in place and to book, see:.  
www.wintershall.org.uk/nativity-winter-walk 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our web site. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 
 
Who’s who, is taking a little break for a few weeks and will be back in the New Year.  Who 
would you like to know more about?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Light a candle 
 
Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 
mornings, why not light a candle when you visit the church for private prayer. 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

To everyone who is St James’ Weybridge, you are truly amazing in your support of others.  
 

We have had an explosion of donations to Runnymede Foodbank with more 
crates of donations each week, first 3, then 6, then 9, and upwards it weekly goes... 

 

The Manna Society has sent us a letter of thanks for our 2020 donations – a 
wonderful and fabulous sum of £5,172 was sent from the Lent and Harvest Appeals.   

The letter can be viewed below, which gives details of the work undertaken by Manna. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The UK Government is currently undertaking an online survey – How are we doing on faith? 
 
May I urge you all to consider participating in this survey, it will help inform a national review 
into how best the Government should engage with religious groups in the country. 
 



The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullaly, who urged as many people as possible to 
take part. She said on Tuesday: “Faith is at the heart of so many of our communities, across 
the length and breadth of the country. This welcome consultation from the Government is an 
opportunity to demonstrate and explore how faith enriches and empowers our lives and our 
relationships with one another. 
 
“I believe it can play a fundamental role in building a stronger, more tolerant society for the 
future. I would urge as many people as possible to get involved by responding to the 
consultation, ensuring that the voices of our faith communities are heard.” 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-
call-for-evidence 
 
 

 
A delicious alternative Christingle  
  
Sadly, this year we will not be able to have our usual Christingle 
service in church, marking the start of Advent and raising funds 
for The Children’s Society. 
 
However, we have a plan. We have sourced some delicious 
milk chocolate oranges from The Meaningful Chocolate 
company for £3 each, but these are selling fast. The box can 
then be used to collect loose change, before returning it to 
Church where we will donate all the money raised to The 
Children’s Society.  
 
Free collection envelopes and candles available soon, to collect 
and return in due course. 
 
Please contact the Parish office on 01932 856399 or 

stjamesweybridge@btinternet.com for more details. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A short series of poems and prose for Advent, this week chosen by our Rector, Brian 
 
“The Coming of God” by Dame Maria Boulding 
  
If you want God, and long for union with him, yet sometimes wonder what that means or 
whether it can mean anything at all; you are already walking with the God who comes. If you 
are at times so weary and involved with the struggle of living that you have no strength even 
to want him, yet are still dissatisfied that you don’t, you are already keeping Advent in your 
life. If you have ever had an obscure intuition that the truth of things is somehow better, 
greater, more wonderful than you deserve or desire, that the touch of God in your life stills 



you by its gentleness, that there is a mercy beyond anything you could ever suspect, you are 
already drawn into the central mystery of salvation. 
 
Your hope is not a mocking dream; God creates in human hearts a huge desire and a sense of 
need, because he wants to fill them with the gift of himself. It is because his self-sharing love 
is there first, forestalling any response or prayer from our side, that such hope can be in us. 
We cannot hope until we know, however obscurely, that there is something to hope for; if we 
have had no glimpse of a vision, we cannot conduct our lives with vision. And yet we do: there 
is hope in us, and longing, because grace was there first. God’s longing for us is the spring of 
ours for him. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, 
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, Maurice and Lawrence. 
 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including John 
Blackburn R.I.P. 
  
Please especially remember Marion Blackburn and family in your prayers. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 

 



NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 
We were new in town and met our daughter's teachers for the first time at the school's open 
house. The science teacher, with a twinkle in her eye, asked me, "Are you a minister?" "Yes," 
I replied. "Why do you ask?" "It was just a feeling I had after reading one of your daughter's 
homework assignments," she said, handing me the corrected paper. Next to the item "Define 
the Great Divide," my daughter had written: "When Moses parted the Red Sea.” 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The collect and readings for Advent Sunday 
 

Collect 
  

Almighty God,  
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life,  
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  
that on the last day,  
when he shall come gain in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead,  
we may rise to life immortal;  
through him who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.  
 
A reading from the First letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 3 to 9. 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of 
every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark , chapter 13, verses 24 to end. 
‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light, 



and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you 
do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 
 



 


