
Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Saturday, 21st November 2020 
 
Keeping God’s light burning 
 

 
 
We are living in incredibly uncertain times. We’re now more than halfway through the 
nation’s second lockdown. Our annual Christingle service has been cancelled, and our 
Christmas worship plans are only tentative (more on that later. ) But be in no doubt - we are 
still working to keep God’s light burning. None of this is permanent, and His light will shine 
in the world forever. Do not despair. 
 
Although we have been unable to meet for services in person, we are delighted to report 
that our online offerings have been incredibly popular. Our Sunday services are notching up 
hundreds of separate views; on Remembrance Sunday, for example, more than 500 people 
(or, indeed, most likely, groups of people) watched our service on our Facebook and You 
Tube channels.  
 
Our social media presence means that we are now able to reach people who would never 
normally come into St James’, and that’s a rare chink of light in these dark times. Please do 
tell your friends about us - if they “like” our pages, they will automatically see our services 
and reflections in their feeds.   
 
Finally, a reminder that the church is open every day from 9am until 12.30pm for individual 
prayer - please do take advantage. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Shine, Jesus, Shine! Our tentative plans for Christmass 2020 
 

I’m being brave as I try to look into an imaginary crystal ball, to tell you about what could be 
happening the week before Christmass and Christmass itself. 



There will be no Christingle, of course, and what a loss that may be. But there is, elsewhere 
in this newsletter, a way to keep Christingle alive and to benefit the work of the Children’s 
Society. Get yourself a chocolate orange from the Parish Centre! 

 
 

 

As well as this, there is a way to do differently the kindness which is usually poured into our 
two Crib Services on Christmass Eve, which also cannot happen this year. And so, to the Nine 
Lessons and Carols; a huge annual event which for many people defines the season of 
goodwill which we call Christmass. The telling of the story of salvation – God’s interruption 
into this world in the form, of Jesus, His Son, our Saviour. Born as one of us. Archangel Gabriel, 
dreams, journeys, the census, the birth, and the rejoicing of the whole host of heaven. But 
there will be no Nine Lessons and Carols this year, for Covidious reasons! 

Instead - and it will be wonderful for being slightly different - we hope to present a Festival 
of FIVE Lessons and Carols, on Sunday 20th December at 6 pm AND on Tuesday 22nd 
December at 7 pm. And you don’t need to be a Professor of Mathematics to work out that 
this equates to at least one more lesson and one more carol this year! 

Midnight Mass will be held as usual, but with severe restrictions on numbers permitted to 
attend. Ditto the Christmass Day Eucharist at 10 am. But the story will be told, and the light 
will be kept alight. 

So, don’t forget, please. Christingle = Christ Light – as it has never been celebrated before. 

In hope and with every blessing, and a slight touch of ‘candles crossed’ just in case, 

Brian, Rector of St. James’. 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
A chance for peace & quiet 
 

 
If you have popped into church over the last five 
months when it’s been open for private or 
individual prayer, you will probably have noticed 
a ‘church sitter’. A member of the congregation, 
they may be sitting reading, praying or simply 
enjoying a “chance for some peace and quiet”.  
 
But, without them the church would not be 
open, which would be a shame as there is a 
steady flow of visitors who come in to say a 
prayer, light a candle or find a place of refuge 
from the strains and stresses of life. A huge thank 
you to those nine or ten ‘church sitters’ that give 
service to God and the parish in their own unique 
way. 
 
(The church is open for individual prayer every 
day from 9 am – 12.30 pm) 

 
The Wintershall Nativity 
 

 
 
Are you looking for a Christmassy and Covid-safe family outing this year? Then look no 
further... 
 



Staged open-air in the stunning Surrey countryside on the Wintershall Estate near Guildford, 
the Nativity Winter Walk will allow audiences to meet Mary, Joseph and many other 
Christmas story characters on the journey to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus. 
Wintershall’s mission is to share this story with those of all ages, whilst enjoying seasonal 
family time together in a safe environment. 
For full details, the COVID measures in place and to book, see:.  
www.wintershall.org.uk/nativity-winter-walk 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Donate to St James 
 
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made in church via 
our collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 
online via our web site. 
 
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  
 
Who’s who 
 
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St 
James’.  This week, we meet Margaret. 
 

 
Margaret loved her own schooling, 
eventually training as a teacher herself. She 
taught in many different schools including a 
stint in New Zealand but was at her happiest 
teaching Infants in inner London Church of 
England Schools.  
  
She moved from London to Weybridge when 
she married, Margaret and Arthur becoming 
long-standing worshippers at St James’, 
regulars at the 8am service, where Arthur 
was a sidesman.  In 2000, Margaret became 
one of the Millennium volunteers at Lambeth 
Palace. 
  
Over the years Margaret has been part of so 
many things here at St James’ and is now on 
the cleaning team, and one of our much-
valued church sitters. 
  

 
 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
  
When I was teaching in a boy’s prep school, there was a certain Justin Welby in my class. 



  
Bach or the Beatles? 
  
Bach times 100, the Beatles are good, but Bach…. 
  
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
  
“Underneath are the everlasting arms” Deuteronomy 33:27 KJV 
  
Where did you grow up?  
  
In a busy happy rectory in the village of Harpenden where my father was the parish priest. 
  
Best memory of childhood years? 
  
I had an idyllic childhood and fondly remember playing in the garden, cycle rides, picnics and 
more. 
  
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!). 
  
St Francis of Assisi 
  
Favourite holiday destination? 
  
Heybrook Bay, Devon. 
  
When are you happiest? 
  
Listening to classical music or reading poetry. 
  
One wish for yourself? 
  
To live happily. 
 
Lovely getting to know you better, Margaret. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Light a candle 
 
Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 
mornings, why not light a candle when you visit the church for private prayer. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



An artful way to support St James' 
 

 

The artist Valerie Bird has kindly turned some of her beautiful drawings into cards, sold in aid 
of St James’.  Each pack contains eight cards, one of each design.  
 
The cards, priced at £7 a pack, are available for sale from the parish office. Please call or email 
in advance of your visit. 
  
  

 
A delicious alternative Christingle  
  
Sadly, this year we won’t be able to have our usual Christingle 
service in church. It is always great fun and it marks the start 
of the Advent season, while also raising much-needed funds 
for The Children’s Society. 
 
However, we have a plan. We have sourced a limited supply of 
some delicious milk chocolate oranges from The Meaningful 
Chocolate company for £3 each. The box can then be used to 
collect loose change, before returning it to Church where we 
will donate all the money raised to The Children’s Society. 
 
When our stock of the chocolate runs out, we will place 
collection tubes and donation envelopes in church for anyone 
who wishes to donate.  
 



Please contact the Parish office on 01932 856399 to purchase a chocolate orange, or email 
stjamesweybridge@btinternet.com. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayers requested 
 
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, 
for data protection reasons): 
 
Graham, Raymond, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, 
Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, 
Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, Morris and Lawrence. 
 
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including Raymond 
Lahoud and John Blackburn. R.I.P. 
  
Please especially remember Marion Blackburn and family in your prayers, and the family of 
Elizabeth Sharpe-Nelson, whose funeral will be held on November 26th at Rottingdean Parish 
Church. We are told that her cremated remains will be returning to Weybridge.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Daily Hope  
 
This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 
information onto those who would appreciate it. 
 

 



 
NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 
Annabelle to request a copy. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Reasons to be cheerful 
 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
The collect and readings for Christ the King, the last Sunday before Advent 
 

Collect 
  

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may by you be richly rewarded: and help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to 
follow in his service, whose kingdom has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, one glory.  Amen.  
 
A reading from the First letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 15 to the 
end. 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his 
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness 
of him who fills all in all. 
 
 



 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (25.31-end) 
 
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 
Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Endnotes 
 
We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 
and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 
online. 
 
Find us:  
on Facebook, You Tube or via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 
 
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 
 
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 
following will arrange an introduction: 
 
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  
 
This newsletter is brought to you by the communications team at St. James. They are the 
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 
the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 



 


