
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday 30th October 2020 

 

 

 Covid alert 
 
 
The Elmbridge area has now been placed into 
Tier 2 of the Covid restrictions.  
 
This means Church services can still go ahead, 
but it is vital that you keep sanitising hands, 
wearing a mask, and observing social distancing.  
 
Mingling indoors with people outside your 
household must not take place. 
 

 

 

ALL SOUL’S DAY 

 

This, I propose to Preside at the Eucharist for All Souls – our departed loved ones –next 

Wednesday at 10 am. 

If you would like the name or names of departed loved ones remembered at this special 

Eucharist on Wednesday 4th November at 10 am, please bring those names on a small piece of 

paper – block capitals only! – to Church, place them in the bowl provided, and they will be 

safely remembered on the day.  

 

Sorry for this rather late notice, but times are strange still! 

 

Brian, Rector of St. James. 

 

 



 

 

THE SEASON OF REMEMBRANCE 2020 

You will probably not be surprised to hear that arrangement for Remembrance-tide have to be 

different this year. Circumstances dictate that the Civic Service, usually in the afternoon of 

Remembrance Sunday, cannot happen; the same applies to the laying of wreaths prior to that 

service at the War Memorial. This in no way means that we will not be remembering the souls 

of those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the struggle for freedom and peace!  

 

At St. James’ Church, on Remembrance Sunday, we will celebrate the Eucharist, as is our new 

custom now, at 10 am and 11.15 am, both with the specific intention of remembering those 

who gave their lives in war. The Mayor of Elmbridge will be attending the 10 am Celebration 

and will lay a wreath at the Offertory. She will take the wreath away with her at the end of the 

Eucharist, later to place it informally at the War Memorial at Temple Market.  

 

Please use Eventbrite to book a place for you and your household. The limit of 30 households 

at each celebration remains in place.  

 

Arrangements for Christmas Services will follow as soon as we have more than a clue as to what 

will be permitted! 

 

Every blessing, 

Brian, Rector of St. James’  

 

 

 



 

 

Every poppy counts – The Poppy Appeal 2020. 

 

With some people unable to leave their homes as they normally would to find a poppy, and 

with many of the charity’s collectors unable to carry out face to face collections, there is a 

range of new ways for people to show their support remotely. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal 

From donating for poppies through the post for your neighbours and local community, 

displaying a poppy in your window, donating online or undertaking a virtual Poppy run, there 

are many ways to support the Poppy Appeal from home in line with Covid-19 restrictions. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate – donations 

A remembrance poppy to colour in can be downloaded from the Royal British Legion, similar 

posters can be found from many sites online.  Alternatively draw, paint or create your own, and 

post a photo of your poppy creation to our Facebook page, we would love to see them. 

https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/products/download-a-remembrance-poppy 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Timing of Sunday Eucharist Services  

 

We have two services, following the same format, at 10am and 11.15am. 

 

One booking for each household is essential via the following links:  

10am:  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 

11.15am:  https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 

  

If you have any problems with booking online, please call Rev’d. Louise on 07974 018160 who 

will acknowledge your booking by email, text or call. 

 

 

A reminder that Wednesday morning celebrations of the eucharist are now taking place again 

(at 10.00am).  

So far, a select remnant of the faithful attend, but it is open to as many as we are allowed to 



 

 

host, i.e. thirty households. 

We’d love you to come. But if you haven’t been before, what should you expect?  

The first thing to say about this weekly refreshment is that it is quiet and unfussy. It’s gentle, 

like a perfectly poached egg. Wonderfully comforting. It can be challenging as well, provided 

that you haven’t left your brains outside! 

There is some opportunity for reflection, so necessary in a madly busy and ever-changing world, 

and many find it quite therapeutic. 

All of the above suggests, I hope, that it is rather a special service in which to participate. 

Add to that a warm but unobtrusive welcome and you are there. Your oasis in whatever desert 

you find yourself from time to time. 

See you there? 

Brian Prothero, Rector 

 

Donate to St James 

 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to 

the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office. 

 

We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Manna Society Harvest Festival Appeal 

 

This is the last week of advertising our virtual Harvest appeal for the Manna Society; donations 

made along with the associated Gift Aid so far are in excess of £2,250 but it would be wonderful 

if we could increase this total nearer to £3,000. Can you help? 



 

 

 

If you are unable to donate to Manna online then you can write a cheque, payable to “The 

Manna Society” or give cash (notes only please) to John Yeomans either directly or this can be 

left in an envelope at the Parish Office. 

 

Thank you for your support during these difficult times. 

John Yeomans, on behalf of the Stewardship Group (Johnyeomans1950@gmail.com; 07785 

331542.) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

An artful way to support St James’ 

 

 

The artist Valerie Bird has kindly 

turned some of her beautiful 

drawings into cards, sold in aid 

of St James’.   

 

Each pack contains eight cards, 

one of each design.  

 

The cards, priced at £7 a pack, 

will be for sale after services, 

and from the parish office. We 

also have some individual cards 

which will be available for 

purchase shortly. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Who’s who 

 

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James.   

 

Introducing Colin: 

 
 

Hello, my name is Colin and most of you would recognise me as a member of the choir and for 

wearing shorts whatever the weather. I joined the choir in 1963 and have obviously seen 

many changes. (Five Rectors and Six organists!) I married my wife Lindy in St James’ in 1984 

and we have three sons. 

 

Career wise I worked for BT for 29 years 274 days!  I maintained telephone exchanges and on 

leaving I went to work at our local primary school (St James) as a special needs assistant. 

I found this far more rewarding than mending exchanges! 

 

Within the church I have served on the PCC and eventually became Church Warden serving 

for a period of 4 years. 

 

What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 

I am retired so I guess it has to be volunteering. 

 

Tell us something that few people know about you? 

During the sixties I delivered John Lennon’s papers when he lived in St Georges Hill,  



 

 

I also managed to get bitten by Charlie Drakes dog whist delivering in Hamm Court. 

 

Beatles or Stones? 

Definitely Beatles! 

 

 Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 
 From Saint Teresa of Avila; 

Let nothing disturb you, 

let nothing frighten you, 

all things will pass away. 

God never changes; 

patience obtains all things, 

whoever has God lacks nothing. 

God alone suffices. Amen. 

 

You will find them pasted into my choir folder as a reminder/comfort. 

 

Where did you grow up? 

In Weybridge with my twin brother Clive 

 

Best memory of childhood years? 
The freedom to go out to play but always back by 6PM for tea! 

 

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, and 

why? 

Paul, having spent the last month reading Acts I’m amazed at his change of direction. 

 

Favourite holiday destination? 
Anywhere in Dorset 

 

When are you happiest? 
Down the pub with a pint in hand and on a Saturday afternoon or standing on the touchline at 

Reeds RFC watching my son Simon playing. 



 

 

One wish for yourself? 
Happiness for all my family and friends. 
 
Thank you, Colin. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Foodbank and St James’ 

  

 
St James’ church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank through an e-referral 

system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for more details. 

 

 



 

 

Prayers requested 

 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 

data protection reasons): 

 

Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, 

Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, 

Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, John, Paul, Jennifer, Raymond. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Light a candle 

 

Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 

mornings, it is possible to light a virtual candle online here at any time. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Daily Hope  

 

This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 

information onto those who would appreciate it. 

 



 

 

 

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 

available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 

Annabelle to request a copy. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A selection of Spooky Jokes for the young at heart. 

What do spooks with poor eyesight wear? Spook-tacles! 

Did you hear about the monster who ate his own house? He was homesick. 

Where does the witch’s frog sit? On a toadstool. 

Why don’t skeletons play music in church? Because they have no organs! 

Why do ghosts hate rain? It dampens their spirits. 

What is a ghost’s favourite bedtime story? Little Boo Peep! 

What bear goes around scaring other animals? Winnie the Boo! 

What do ghosts eat for dinner? Spook-etti. 

What does a skeleton say before dinner? Bone appetit! 

Thank you to Gretchen for sharing some favourite family funnies.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Volunteer drivers needed 

 

Care in Weybridge are a group of volunteers who drive people to hospital, doctors 

appointments, shopping trips and the like. They are all local trips, generally for the elderly and 

those with impaired mobility. 

 

In line with government guidelines they had to suspend most of their operations in March but 

were pleased to restart in early August. Now that they are getting back up to speed, they are 

always looking for people who have a vehicle and who are prepared to help with the service, 

typically about once a month. 



 

 

 

If you could spare, say, two hours a month then do please contact Peter Willey on 01932 853647 

or email pwilley989@gmail.com. Your car mileage and expenses will be reimbursed and 

personal protective equipment will be provided. Care in Weybridge is a registered charity. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The collect and readings for All Saints Day. 

 

Collect 

God of holiness,  

your glory is proclaimed in every age: 

as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 

inspire us to follow their example 

with boldness and joy;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

AMEN 

 

Revelation 7 :9-end 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, 

saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, singing, 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be 

to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 

 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have 

they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These 

are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason, they are before the throne of God, 



 

 

and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne 

will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;    the sun will not strike them,    

nor any scorching heat; or the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 

will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes.’ 

 

Matthew:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 

in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Endnotes 

 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 

and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 

online. 

 

Find us:  

on Facebook, on You Tube, or via our web site at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

 

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 

 

If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 

following will arrange an introduction: 

 

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 

 

Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  

 

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the 

Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and the 

Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


