Newsletter Friday 2 October 2020

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for the 17th Sunday after Trinity
Gracious God,
you call us to fullness of life:
deliver us from unbelief
and banish our anxieties
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Philippians 3:4b - 14
I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh.
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that,
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.
Matthew 21:33 - end
Jesus said, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in

the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put
those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the produce at the harvest time.’

Change in timing of Second Eucharist Service to
11.15am.
In order to clean the church properly, for safety, we need a
longer space between the 10am and 11am services. The
11am service will therefore start 15 mins later at 11.15am.
One booking for each household is essential via the
following links: note both services follow the same format.
10am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk
11.15am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk

If you have any problems with booking online
please call Rev’d. Louise on 07974 018160 who will
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call.
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to
the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or
online at any time via our web site.
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.
_____________________________________________________________________
A gentle reminder,
The singing group from amongst our choir membership are
able to sing as part of our worship, but at this time the
congregation must not sing. Quiet humming is permitted.

Wednesday morning celebrations of the eucharist are now taking place again (at 10.00am).
Due to space constraints this will be in the main body of the church rather than the All Souls
Chapel. We do not envisage at this current time that pre-booking will be necessary, but we will
need to collect Test and Trace contact information in line with Government policy.
_____________________________________________________________________
Attending church in the cooler weather
It can be a bit chilly inside church now the temperatures outside are dropping and we need to
keep the doors open to aid ventilation. Time to wear the winter coats and scarves!
_____________________________________________________________________
Church sitting
Can you spare an hour or two on Mondays or Thursdays between 10.30 and 12.30 to sit in the
church and keep an eye on things? If you can please let Jill Wilson know (contact details in the
Endnotes, below).
_____________________________________________________________________
Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM) of St James’, Weybridge.
Notice is hereby given that the APCM will take place on the 18 October 2020 at 12.15pm inside
the church. Reports and papers will be available nearer the date online, but paper copies can be
requested.
Please let the Parish Office know if you intend to be present in person. If you are unable to
attend but wish to raise a question, these should be directed to the Parish Office and will be
raised on your behalf at the meeting.
_____________________________________________________________________
Foodbank and St James’.
Current shortages are – custard (tins or tetrapaks), shampoo, laundry powder, pods or liquid
and kitchen roll.
The church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank (previously by issuing a
red voucher) through a new e-referral system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for
more details.
STOP PRESS – the Foodbank will be returning to St. James’s on Thursday afternoons from the 15
October. More information to follow.
_____________________________________________________________________

Louise’s Ordination
Her Ordination is to take place on 10 October at 5pm at Holy Trinity Claygate, with the service
to be live-streamed. We hope to obtain a recording and add to our website, Facebook and
YouTube pages.
You can watch it on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzIwYVIMtrM.
Louise will preside, for the first time, at the Eucharists at 10am and 11.15am on Sunday 11
October. The 10am service will be recorded and available online in our usual fashion. A special
Order of Service will be produced and can be sent on request to people watching the eucharist
from home.
Please pray for her as she prepares for this (delayed) very special new stage in her ministry –
and manages all the changes of plan forced by the pandemic.
_____________________________________________________________________

This year we are taking our usual Manna Society Harvest Festival
Appeal online; Covid-19 will not defeat us!

Homelessness continues to be a major problem in our community and the impacts of Covid-19
on our society and economy is undoubtedly making it considerably worse as many people lose
their jobs and homes through no fault of their own. We are proud of our support for the Manna
Society over so many years and we want to continue that support now more than ever.
Please help - currently we cannot send food and essential items, so we ask you to offer a cash
donation instead to allow a gift aided contribution to be directly. Sadly, it is not possible to
make a reference as to the reason for the donation so can we ask that you let John Yeomans
know the extent of your generosity and its Gift Aid status.
If you are unable to donate to Manna online then you can write a cheque, payable to “The
Manna Society” or give cash (notes only please) to John Yeomans either directly or this can be
left in an envelope at the Parish Office.

Thanks, in anticipation for your support during these difficult times.
John Yeomans, on behalf of the Stewardship Group
07785 331542
Johnyeomans1950@gmail.com
This article has been abridged due to size constraints, the fuller article will be available on our website,
under the news blog – Ed.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St
James. Introducing Chas:

Chas is an “Essex Boy” and proud of it. He was born in Woodford Green “to two of the world’s best
parents, of mixed heritage, the youngest of 4 children and the only boy”. He met Sandra and “punching
considerably above my weight” they were married, by Canon Buckley, at St James’. They have two
children, Sarah and Joe, and, recently, a first grandchild, Freddie.
In 1968 Chas became a “clerk” at a Shipbrokers in the City and some forty years later, retired as a
Partner of the same firm. Until recently, he could be found at the back of church on a Sunday morning,
in his role as Churchwarden, frequently on the premises and often at the monthly Music Night.
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
I have not had a “day job” for years but I guess that would be playing golf.
Tell us something that few people know about you?
I’m a freeman of the city of London, having been granted “the freedom” in 1997.
Eric Clapton or JJ Cale?
EC, without a doubt, but safe in the knowledge that he embodies all that JJ brought to blues.
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
If you live your life as if everything is about you, you will be left with just that. Just you.
Where did you grow up?
Woodford Green, Essex.
Best memory of childhood years?
Thankfully, so many but the annual trip to the “co-op”, to be kitted out, was pretty special, along with
seeing the exchange of the “funny money” that particular venture involved.
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) Who would it be, and
why?
Sir Terry Waite, to get his take on “forgiveness” and keeping faith.
Favourite holiday destination?
Quinta de Sao Roque – Portugal
When are you happiest?
When Sandra and my children are happy.

One wish for yourself?
To have many more healthy years to enjoy my family

Thank you, Chas.
______________________________________________________________________________
The St James’ church Processional Cross
Our Processional Cross, seen every Sunday in normal times, has a connection with Vaillant
Road, just off Oatlands Drive. Round about the mid 19th century Major Arthur Vaillant
arranged for a tiara, which was to be a present for his wife (Julia Isabel Maceroni), to be
shipped from China. On its journey it was shipwrecked twice. Against all odds, a diver found
the box in the sea, name and address still legible, and the tiara was presented to Mrs. Vaillant
in perfect condition. In the course of time, crystals and silver mounts from the tiara were
subsequently used to decorate a Cross as a memorial to her, including the family crests and her
favourite text ‘love never faileth’. The family presented it to St. James’ in 1913.

Worth close inspection, at the top you will see a tiny lantern similar to the one in William
Holman Hunt’s painting ‘The Light of the World’. Below that is a tabernacle with a figure in
three of the four niches: St. James the Great (our patron saint) holding the gospel, staff and
scallop shell purse; St. Elizabeth of Hungary, died in 1232 aged 25 and canonized in 1235, such
was her reputation for charitable works and miracles; St. Julia of Corsica, despite being taken
as a slave to a pagan society, still maintained her Christian faith but was subsequently

martyred. The fourth niche depicts the Vaillant and Maceroni family crests. A rather lovely
memorial with interesting local family history.
Carole Merritt
_____________________________________________________________________
Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle as you pray.
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for
data protection reasons):
Amelie, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor,
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret,
Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet,
John.
_____________________________________________________________________
Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do
pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Jill or
Annabelle to request a copy.
_____________________________________________________________________

Church notices submitted by J. Yeomans & H. Nichols
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility.
ooo
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.
ooo
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the
basement on Friday afternoon
PUT A SMILE BACK ON YOUR FACES
Now you’ve done that, keep it there – at least when you see what humour we have for you in
each Newsletter. We have permission from the editors to reproduce material from their bestselling volume “A Little Book of Humour”, which dominated book sales charts up and down the
land for a long time. A reprint is being considered, but until then – and to prevent black market
sales – we have successfully negotiated exclusive access to much of the remaining inventory, so
that you can obtain your copies at a knockdown price. We spoil you.
Buy a few (or more) copies for birthday or Christmas presents: all monies (only £5 a copy)
received will go to St James’ funds where the need is great currently.
It’s easy: just phone John Yeomans on 07785-331542 or Howard Nichols on 07956-542411 and
we’ll take your payment and get the books to you – by fair means or foul.
_____________________________________________________________________
Endnotes
We are producing three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and
Thursday and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is also
available online.
Find us:
on Facebook, You Tube here and on our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm.
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it.

If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the
following will arrange an introduction:
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.
This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and the
Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.
_____________________________________________________________________

