
 

 

    Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday 9th October 2020 

 

Louise’s Ordination 

 

Louise’s ordination will take place this Saturday, 10 October at 5pm at Holy Trinity Claygate. 

The service will be live streamed. To watch it live via the wonders of the internet, click here. We 

hope to obtain a recording and will add it to our website, Facebook and YouTube pages as soon 

as we get it. 

 

 

 

Louise will preside for the first time at the eucharists at 10am and 11.15am this Sunday, 11 

October. The 10am service will be recorded and available online in our usual fashion.  A special 

Order of Service will be produced and can be sent on request to people watching the eucharist 

from home. Just contact us (details at the end of this newsletter) and we’ll arrange it. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A special message from the rector 

 

 

The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, worshipping the 

one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy 

Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim 

afresh in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its 

historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, The Book of Common Prayer and the 

Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. 

She will affirm her loyalty to this inheritance of faith as her inspiration and guidance under God 

in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making Him known to those in 

her care. 

Quite a big deal, then! And Louise will not be able to undertake this task on her own. Nobody 

could, so she will need our prayers and practical support as she begins this new stage in her 

training and ministry among us at St. James’ and even further afield. 

It is for her the beginning of the harvest of her efforts to get where she is today, and where she 

has dreamed of being in her life, since the Holy Spirit stirred in her heart the seed of a vocation. 

She is very aware that the Parish of Weybridge has already helped her by nurturing her 

vocation. To Preside at the Mass for the first time is a great achievement and a privilege which 

must remain just that for the rest of her life - for it will not be her Mass, it will be the Mass of 

the Lord, the Lord of Christmas and Good Friday and of Easter Day – the Lord of all of our lives 

and of the salvation of the world whose life he interrupted, to bring humankind back to God. 

She will be one of the agents (priests and bishops) set aside to help God to feed his people with 

When Louise comes to St. James’ on Sunday 11th October to 

preside at the Holy Eucharist for the first time as a priest, she 

will be assenting to the following statement: 

 



 

 

his grace, by the ministry of word and sacrament. 

Let’s not forget, in these challenging and even awesome times, that God will still be at work, in 

and outside of His Church and that in Louise, He gives us a special gift to nurture for a few years 

until such time as she is ready to move on from here. Much of the task for all of us in these days 

is quite simply to keep the flame of hope and love alive and bright. Louise Bishop, Priest in the 

Church of God, will undoubtedly stoke those flames of hope and burn brightly with the love of 

God as an example to all of us. Without our prayers, she may well do no such thing – so get to 

it, please! 

As ever, with my love and prayers, 

Brian 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you know? 

 

An occasional series bringing you nuggets of information about the church and The Church. 

 

So - what exactly is a deacon? And actually, what makes someone a rector?  

 

If you’re not sure, Keith has got you covered. Prompted by Louise’s ordination, we thought it 

might be useful to explain some of the terminology used to describe Church of England clergy.  

To the uninitiated. this can be a minefield!  

 

Deacon 

There are three “orders” or levels/types of ordained ministry: deacon, priest and bishop.  A 

deacon, strictly understood, has a practical, serving ministry. There is no fundamental reason 

why someone should not be a deacon long term, but usually, being a deacon is treated as an 

intermediate stage for those entering priesthood.  Those entering into ordained ministry are 

usually made deacons for a year before being ordained priests.  Louise is making this transition 

now. 

 



 

 

Priest 

A priest is someone who has been ordained (by a bishop) to exercise a particular ministry in the 

church.  Specifically, a priest is authorised to preside at the eucharist and pronounce God’s 

absolution and blessing.  In practice it is the basic status/qualification for those exercising any 

form of ordained ministry in the parish or elsewhere.  Some priests serve the local church in a 

voluntary capacity and are known as Self-Supporting Ministers (SSMs). Priests whose ministry 

is primarily carried out in paid roles in secular society may be known, in addition, as Ministers 

in Secular Employment (MSEs).  Keith is an MSE. These terms change frequently. 

 

Vicar or Rector 

Being the vicar or rector involves taking on the legal and spiritual responsibility for the ministry 

and worship of a particular parish (or, sometimes today, more than one parish).  To be a vicar 

or rector you must first be a priest.  So, to put it crudely, being a priest is about your basic status 

in the church and being a vicar or rector is about having a particular job to look after the local 

church or churches.  Priests can also be chaplains, or academics, assistants to vicars and rectors 

or have roles in the diocese or national church.  The terms vicar or rector apply to particular 

parishes for historical reasons, to do with how those parishes were funded.  Rectors served 

wealthier parishes.  Brian is the Rector of St James’. 

 

You’ll be glad to hear that this is just the first of a two-part guide. The second, tackling the tricky 

Curate Assistant Curate conundrum, and what to call a bishop (unless she’s called Louise) will 

follow next week.  

 

Thanks for this, Keith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Change in timing of Second Eucharist Service to 11.15am 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday morning celebrations of the eucharist are now taking place again (at 10.00am).  

 

Due to space constraints this will be in the main body of the church rather than the All Souls 

Chapel. We do not envisage at this current time that pre-booking will be necessary, but we will 

need to collect Test and Trace contact information in line with Government policy. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donate to St James 

 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to 

the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 

Change in timing of Second Eucharist Service to 

11.15am. 

In order to clean the church properly, for safety, we need a 

longer space between the 10am and 11am services.  The 11am 

service will therefore start 15 mins later at 11.15am. 

One booking for each household is essential via the 

following links: note both services follow the same format. 

10am:  
 https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
11.15am:   
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
If you have any problems with booking online please call Rev’d. 
Louise on 07974 018160 who will acknowledge your booking 
by email, text or call. 

 



 

 

online at any time via the button below. 

 

We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This year we are taking our usual Manna Society Harvest Festival Appeal 

online; Covid-19 will not defeat us!  

 

Homelessness continues to be a major problem in our community and the impacts of Covid-19 

on our society and economy is undoubtedly making it considerably worse as many people lose 

their jobs and homes through no fault of their own. We are proud of our support for the Manna 

Society over so many years and we want to continue that support now more than ever. 

Please help - currently we cannot send food and essential items, so we ask you to offer a cash 

donation instead to allow a gift aided contribution to be directly. Sadly, it is not possible to 

make a reference as to the reason for the donation so can we ask that you let John Yeomans 

know the extent of your generosity and its Gift Aid status.  



 

 

If you are unable to donate to Manna online then you can write a cheque, payable to “The 

Manna Society” or give cash (notes only please) to John Yeomans either directly or this can be 

left in an envelope at the Parish Office. 

                

Thanks, in anticipation for your support during these difficult times. 

John Yeomans, on behalf of the Stewardship Group  

07785 331542 

Johnyeomans1950@gmail.com 

This article has been abridged due to size constraints, the fuller article will be available on our 

website, under the news blog – Ed. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who’s who 

 

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James.   

 

Introducing Deborah: 

Deborah and Legh have just celebrated their 40th Wedding Anniversary and have two wonderful 
daughters, Josephine (1986) and Emily (1989). They moved to this area when they set up their 
print and design business in Weybridge, in 1985. It was through printing the programme for the 
Emma Lambourne Memorial Concert that they first became involved with St James’, 28 years 
ago. Immediately afterwards, Josephine demanded to join the choir, followed closely by Legh, 
after a bit of arm twisting by Christine Best.  Then Emily followed two years later. For most of 
her time at St James’ Deborah has helped with Sunday School. 
 
 



 

 

 

    
 
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 
 
I have been retired for 3 years but did do a part-time job supporting Cobham Conservation and 
Heritage Trust in organising the annual Cobham Heritage Day, which sadly did not take place 
this year. I am totally useless on the creative side so, to my regret, no arts and crafts for me, 
but I love my gardening and get a lot of satisfaction from producing tomatoes, peppers and 
aubergines in abundance. The slugs seem to get most other produce! 
 
Tell us something that few people know about you? 
 
After a headmistress told my parents I was a disruptive influence in the class and she would 
prefer to see the back of me, I was dispatched to a co-educational Quaker boarding School in 
Yorkshire for 5 years. West Riding was cold, wet and foggy, made Aberdeen seem like a holiday 
destination, but probably did me a lot of good! 

David Cassidy or Donnie Osmond? 

David Cassidy, although not sure why, as I wasn’t a particular fan. My taste in those days was 
pretty eclectic. 

Favourite wise words/inspiring quote   

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you or, in more practical terms: Whatever is 
hurtful to you, do not do to any other person. I have to remind myself of this sometimes when 
someone does something I don’t like, and I want to tell them. It is not so easy to follow as it 
may seem. 

Deborah and Legh have just celebrated their 40th 
Wedding Anniversary and have two wonderful 
daughters, Josephine (1986) and Emily (1989). They 
moved to this area when they set up their print and 
design business in Weybridge, in 1985. It was through 
printing the programme for the Emma Lambourne 
Memorial Concert that they first became involved with 
St James’, 28 years ago. Immediately afterwards, 
Josephine demanded to join the choir, followed closely 
by Legh, after a bit of arm twisting by Christine Best.  
Then Emily followed two years later. For most of her 
time at St James’ Deborah has helped with Sunday 
School. 

 



 

 

 
Where did you grow up?  
 
Aberdeen & Edinburgh.  I moved to London when I went to university. 
 

Best memory of childhood years? 

Spent an amazing year in Boston, USA when I was 10, during the politically dramatic time of the 
Cuban Crisis. My mother was American and my father was on a sabbatical at Harvard. I spent a 
year at school there, as the only Christian in a class of Jews, whose families had fled the horrors 
of war in Europe. Coming from a fairly sheltered upbringing in provincial Aberdeen, the 
experience had an extraordinary influence on me. 

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, 
and why? 

Pontius Pilate. Firstly, we were born under the same star sign! Seriously, I have always been 
fascinated by this man whose hesitation and reluctance in making his final decision that Jesus 
should be crucified, suggests to me a lot of doubt and confusion in his mind.  Throughout history 
many conflicting views on Pilate have been expressed, so I would really like to talk to him about 
what he actually thought! 

Favourite holiday destination? 

I like to go different places with a lot of history, so I am not a beach hugger. I am also not a keen 
flyer!  In recent years I have really enjoyed my own country, particularly Scotland. 

When are you happiest? 

With our daughters and extended family on outings and dinners. 

One wish for yourself? 

To win enough money in the lottery so I can help people in need and the environment in a 
dramatic & effective way, like planting fruit trees in Afghanistan. My challenge is to remember 
to buy a ticket. 

 

Lovely getting to know you better, Deborah. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM) of St James’, Weybridge. 

 

Notice is hereby given that the APCM will take place on the 18 October 2020 at 12.15pm inside 

the church. Reports and papers will be available nearer the date online, but paper copies can 

be requested. 

 

Please let the Parish Office know if you intend to be present in person. If you are unable to 

attend but wish to raise a question, these should be directed to the Parish Office and will be 

raised on your behalf at the meeting. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Foodbank and St James’ 

  

The Foodbank will be returning to St. James’s on Thursday afternoons from the 15 October.  

Current shortages are custard (tins or tetrapaks), shampoo, laundry powder, pods or liquid and 

kitchen roll. 

 The church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank (previously by issuing a 

red voucher) through a new e-referral system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for 

more details. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayers requested 

 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 

data protection reasons): 

 

Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, 

Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, 

Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, John. 

 

 

 



 

 

Light a candle 

 

Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 

mornings, why not write a candle. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Daily Hope  

 

This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 

information onto those who would appreciate it. 

 
 

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 

available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 

Annabelle to request a copy. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

Reasons to be cheerful, courtesy of J Yeomans and H Nichols 

 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship 

that began in their school days. 

 

This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the church.  Bring a 

blanket and come prepared to sin. 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to 

the deterioration of some older ones. 

 

We have permission from the editors to reproduce this material from their best-selling volume 

“A Little Book of Humour.” A reprint is being considered, but until then – and to prevent black 

market sales – we have successfully negotiated exclusive access to much of the remaining 

inventory so that you can obtain your copies at a knockdown price. We spoil you. 

 

Buy a few (or more) copies for birthday or Christmas presents: all monies (only £5 a copy) 

received will go to St James’ funds where the need is great currently.  It’s easy: just phone John 

Yeomans on 07785-331542 or Howard Nichols on 07956-542411 and we’ll take your payment 

and get the books to you. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The collect and readings for the eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Collect 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

 

First reading – Isaiah 35: 1-7 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

‘Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

 He will come and save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second reading – Romans 12:9-13 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve 



 

 

the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs 

of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading – John 15:12-17 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ according to 

John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 

that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 

my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Endnotes 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 

and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 

online. 

 

Find us:  

on Facebook, on You Tube, and on our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 

communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 

 

If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 

following will arrange an introduction: 

 

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 

Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  

 

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the 

Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and the 

Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


