
 

 

Welcome to the St. James' Newsletter on Friday 23rd October 2020 

 

Covid alert 
 
 
The Elmbridge area has now been placed into 
Tier 2 of the Covid restrictions.  
 
This means Church services can still go ahead, 
but it is vital that you keep sanitising hands, 
wearing a mask, and observing social distancing.  
 
Mingling indoors with people outside your 
household must not take place. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Did you know? 

We have Green Men amongst the Poppyheads! 

An occasional series bringing you nuggets of information about the church (with a small c) and 

The Church (with a big C.) 

 

St James’ is blessed with lots of artistic decoration 
in so many different media across the whole 

building, it can be a bit overwhelming when you 
consider exactly how much there is. A wide variety 
of stained glass wherever you look, mosaics on the 
walls and floors, wrought ironwork and wooden 

carvings, statues in stone or wood, and the 

imposing reredos (ornamental screen) above the 
high altar. 
 

We have intriguing Gothic tracery and carved 
decorations on our choir and clergy stalls, and 

many a small child has been urged to explore 
them. The type of raised carving on the end of 

choir stalls or benches are known as poppyheads, 



 

 

and St James’ unusually retains a complete set. Despite the name, these are deeply carved 
depictions of vine leaves and grapes or acorns and oak leaves. Many years of polish, and I 

suspect fingers tracing the leaves has given them a deep shiny patina. 

 
The clergy stalls, the ones nearest to the 

congregation, have the added extra of faces 

peeping out of the carved leaves.  
 

There are four to find, but small ones may 
need a hint if they need to look up to see 
them! These are not the more traditional 
pagan Green Men you may find carved into 

stone or roof bosses, there are no leaves or 

vegetation coming from his mouth or curling 
around his face. 
 
This ancient symbol enjoyed a revival in the 
19th Century during both the Gothic Revival 

and Arts and Crafts eras.  
 
 

Our church is influenced by both styles, so the fact we have Green Men is unsurprising. 
However, the simplicity of their carving and cheeky appearance is a little at odds with the deep 

craving of the rest of the poppyheads. 
 

Louise 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Volunteer drivers needed 

 

Care in Weybridge are a group of volunteers who 

drive people to hospital, doctors appointments, 

shopping trips and the like. They are all local trips, 

generally for the elderly and those with impaired 

mobility. 



 

 

 

In line with government guidelines they had to suspend most of their operations in March, but 

were pleased to restart in early August. Now that they are getting back up to speed they are 

always looking for people who have a vehicle and who are prepared to help with the service, 

typically about once a month. 

 

If you could spare, say, two hours a month then do please contact Peter Willey on 01932 853647 

or email pwilley989@gmail.com. Your car mileage and expenses will be reimbursed and 

personal protective equipment will be provided. Care in Weybridge is a registered charity. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A reminder that Wednesday morning celebrations of the eucharist are now taking place again 

(at 10.00am).  

So far a select remnant of the faithful attend, but it is open to as many as we are allowed to 

host, i.e. thirty households. 

We’d love you to come. But if you haven’t been before, what should you expect?  

The first thing to say about this weekly refreshment is that it is quiet and unfussy. It’s gentle, 

like a perfectly poached egg. Wonderfully comforting. It can be challenging as well, provided 

that you haven’t left your brains outside! 

There is some opportunity for reflection, so necessary in a madly busy and ever-changing world, 

and many find it quite therapeutic. 

All of the above suggests, I hope, that it is rather a special service in which to participate. 

Add to that a warm but unobtrusive welcome and you are there. Your oasis in whatever desert 

you find yourself from time to time. 

See you there? 

Brian Prothero, Rector 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

Donate to St James 

 

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to 

the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or 

online via our web site. 

 

We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.  

 

Manna Society Harvest Festival Appeal 

 

This year we are taking our usual Manna Society Harvest Festival Appeal online; Covid-19 

will not defeat us!  

 

Homelessness continues to be a major problem in our community and the impacts of Covid-

19 on our society and economy is undoubtedly making it considerably worse as many people 

lose their jobs and homes through no fault of their own. We are proud of our support for the 



 

 

Manna Society over so many years and we want to continue that support now more than 

ever. 

 

Please help - currently we cannot send food and essential items, so we ask you to offer a cash 

donation instead to allow a gift aided contribution to be directly. Sadly, it is not possible to 

make a reference as to the reason for the donation so can we ask that you let John Yeomans 

know the extent of your generosity and its Gift Aid status.  

 

If you are unable to donate to Manna online then you can write a cheque, payable to “The 

Manna Society” or give cash (notes only please) to John Yeomans either directly or this can be 

left in an envelope at the Parish Office. 

                

Thanks, in anticipation for your support during these difficult times. 

John Yeomans, on behalf of the Stewardship Group  

07785 331542 

Johnyeomans1950@gmail.com 

This article has been abridged due to size constraints, the fuller article will be available on our 

website, under the news blog – Ed. 

 

 

 



 

 

Who’s who 

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James.   

  

Alison (Ali) Hone is 48 years old, and she lives in Addlestone. She’s a VAT Partner at an 

accountancy firm, specialising in the charity sector. She’s been a member of the St James’ 

Choir for an amazing forty years. 

 

What is one thing you love doing outside your day job? 

I love spending time with my family when I'm able to.  

Tell us something that few people know about you? 

My job is probably the main thing that people don't know 

about me. The other thing I would say is that I'm currently 

training to be a Coach and I help professional women find 

solutions to balance their work and home lives.  

Favourite wise words/inspiring quote 

Jim Rohn - You are the average of the five people you 

spend the most time with  

Where did you grow up? 

I grew up in Weybridge and have always lived no more 

than twenty minutes maximum from St James'. 

Best memory from your childhood years? 

Our family holidays. I had a big extended family and lots of 

us would always go to either Devon or the Isle of Wight as 

a big group.   

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, 

and why? 

It would be Abraham - for starting a new world with his twelve sons - and his story for being the 

inspiration for a wonderful Musical.  

Favourite holiday destination? 

The Canary Islands 

When are you happiest? 

Sitting on the sofa having a cuppa with my bestie chatting. 



 

 

One wish for yourself? 

To live my life focusing on being the very best version of myself.  

 

Lovely getting to know you better, Ali. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

An artful way to support St James’ 

 

 

The artist Valerie Bird has kindly 

turned some of her beautiful 

drawings into cards, sold in aid 

of St James’.   

 

Each pack contains eight cards, 

one of each design.  

 

The cards, priced at £7 a pack, 

will be for sale after services, 

and from the parish office. We 

also have some individual cards 

which will be available for 

purchase shortly. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you thinking of being Confirmed? 

The next Deanery Confirmation service is currently planned for Sunday 22 November at 6.30pm 

in St Mary's, Walton.  

We are planning on running a short preparation course for anyone who might wish to be 

confirmed. Please get in touch with Louise if this is something you would like to consider. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

Foodbank and St James’ 

  

 
 
Last week saw the welcome return of the regular Thursday Foodbank session to St James’ after 
a long absence. During the height of the pandemic the Foodbank had to move to a contactless 
home delivery model to keep everyone safe, both volunteers and clients. It dealt with a 

warehouse change of premises and massive increase in volumes of items and clients needing 
help alongside ever changing Covid regulations. 

 
But finally, they are back with us. It is still not as we or they would like, perhaps, as there are 
no cups of tea and time to chat. It is all socially distanced, and we try to move people through 
quickly with pre-packed bags of food etc.  We smile through our masks, but there is time for a 

brief chat and we can catch up by phone later.  It feels better now there is human contact, albeit 
distanced and brief.  It is less clinical now we are meeting people face to face. Smiling eyes 
above a mask and words of encouragement can make a big difference to how people feel. 

 
Why do we do it? Because we care about and love our neighbours as Jesus commanded us to 
do. It is not charity given out, but an outstretched hand of friendship. Yes, food is being shared 

between us, but love is also being shared one to another. I have been asked from time to time 

by a client how this gift is repaid.  My reply is that “we need no repayment, but perhaps in time 
you can be that hand of friendship and love to another person.” 

 
The demands on the Foodbank are still increasing, and I am not sure that we can see this 
changing much in the short to medium term. So please, if you can, keep donating either at the 

supermarkets or at St James’, your donations make such a difference. Thank you. 



 

 

 

Current shortages are: Tinned Tuna, Jam, Honey, Peanut Butter, Sponge Puddings, Tinned 

Custard, Coffee, Long Life Juice, Washing Powder, Deodorant and Soap. 

  

The church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank (previously by issuing a 

red voucher) through a new e-referral system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for 

more details. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

An update from Rentstart 

 

Our friends at the charity Rentstart have released a very moving video about one of the people 

they have helped, Simon. In the short film, he talks about his time working as a costumier in the 

film industry, as well as his struggle with homelessness and his mental health. 

 

Rentstart say that it is “a real life story of someone who has experienced homelessness, beyond 

the stereotypes.” 

 

Simon will be putting on an exhibition in Weybridge, at a date TBC. More information about 

that will follow. 

You can watch the video here.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayers requested 

 

Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for 

data protection reasons): 

 

Raymond, Eulyn, Paul, Jennifer, Amelie, Stella, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, 

Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, 

Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, John. 

 



 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Light a candle 

 

Lighting a candle can help us to pray. Whilst we are able to offer this in church during the 

mornings, why not light a candle. 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Hope  

 

This is a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do pass this 

information onto those who would appreciate it. 

 

 
 

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made 

available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or 

Annabelle to request a copy. 



 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Competition time 

 

 

To mark the launch of the 2020 

Real Advent Calendar, The 

Meaningful Chocolate Company 

are holding a special competition 

with £300 worth of prizes and 

some chocolate up for grabs. 

 

This year some of their products 

will feature a rainbow - a sign of 

God’s love, a reminder of the 

importance of working together in 

inspiring ways and a tribute to key 

workers. 

 

The challenge is to design the cover of an Advent Calendar which illustrates the Christmas story 

and includes a rainbow. The rainbow reference does not have to be a literal rainbow though it 

could be. Perhaps the cloaks of a wise man may be rainbow coloured or an angel may have 

rainbow hair. They only need to see the picture so don't worry about doors and numbers. 

 

For more details, see here: https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/pages/advent-competition 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reasons to be cheerful, courtesy of J Yeomans and H Nichols 

 

An indolent vicar of Bray 
His roses allowed to decay; 
His wife, more alert, 
Bought a powerful squirt 



 

 

And said to her spouse, “Let us spray”. 
 
 
We have permission from the editors to reproduce this material from their best-selling volume 

“A Little Book of Humour.”  Buy a few (or more) copies for birthday or Christmas presents: all 

monies (only £5 a copy) received will go to St James’ funds where the need is great currently.  

It’s easy: just phone John Yeomans on 07785-331542 or Howard Nichols on 07956-542411 and 

we’ll take your payment and get the books to you. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The collect and readings for the Last week after Trinity  

 

Collect: 

 

Merciful God, 

teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 

that trusting in your word 

and obeying your will 

we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord.   AMEN 

 

First reading - The first letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonian Christians, chapter 2, vs 1-8 

 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 

we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 

courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 

appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 

please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our 

witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek 

praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands 

as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own 

children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 

gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 



 

 

          This is the word of the Lord ” 

 

Gospel Reading - Matthew (22.34-end) 

 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment 

in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do 

you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ He said to 

them, ‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was able to give him an answer, 

nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Endnotes 

 

We produce three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and Thursday 

and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays.  News and further information is also available 

online. 

 

Find us:  

on Facebook, You Tube here and via our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk. 

To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk 

 



 

 

Parish Office hours – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 1pm. 

 

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic 

communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. 

If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the 

following will arrange an introduction: 

 

Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069 

Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.  

 

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the 

Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and 

the Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed. 


