Newsletter Saturday 12th September 2020

HOLD ON TIGHT!
This is to inform all interested parties that NONE of the announcements published this week from
Government or National Church indicate the need for any changes to our current arrangements for
worship in St. James’ Parish Church. Carry on with ‘booking in’ please (each week – it is not
automatic), and, of course, safety first, second and third! Clean your hands, keep your social distance
and wear face coverings.
Stay safe – all shall be well.
Yours as ever,
Brian
(Rector of St. James’)

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for the 14th Sunday after Trinity
Merciful God,
your Son came to save us
and bore our sins on the cross:
may we trust in your mercy
and know your love,
rejoicing in the righteousness
that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Romans 14.1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions.
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat;
for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be
fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the
Lord. Also, those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, ‘As I
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ So
then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Matthew 18.21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but I tell
you, seventy-seven times.
‘For this reason, the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So, the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and
pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave,
as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should
pay his entire debt. So, my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’

Attending Church on a Sunday?
Last week we were very full, a lovely problem to have but
please remember we only have room for 30 households at
each service so that we can keep you safe.
One booking for each household is essential via the
following links: note both services follow the same format.
10am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk
11am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk

If you have any problems with booking online
please call Rev’d. Louise on 07974 018160 who will
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call.
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to
the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or
online at any time via our web site.
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.
______________________________________________________________________________

Foodbank and St James’.

Some months ago, we had both Foodbank sessions and collected many donations in church,
sadly this all had to stop with the arrival of the virus. The Foodbank has instead been operating
a home delivery model direct from its warehouse to keep volunteers and clients safe. Some of
our church family have been volunteering; collecting supermarket donations, working in the
warehouse, or delivering food packs to clients. We do hope that in time the Foodbank sessions
will be able to recommence in St James’.
The church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank (previously by issuing a
red voucher) through the new e-referral system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for
more details.
We can once again accept donations for the Foodbank in church, items can be popped into the
bin at the back. Donations given will be taken weekly to the warehouse.
Current shortages are – custard (tins or tetrapaks), shampoo, laundry powder, pods or liquid
and kitchen roll. If you would like to learn more about our local Foodbank, please visit their
Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/foodbank.runnymede.
______________________________________________________________________________
A change in the weather!
As we move into Autumn the temperature is dropping and church can feel a bit chilly inside,
but we need to keep the doors open to aid ventilation. Please think about an extra layer or
scarf or gloves as needed to keep warm. Thank you.
______________________________________________________________________________
A new face in the Parish Office.
We are delighted to welcome Niki Moore as our new Parish
Administrator.
Our revised Parish Office opening times are Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday 9.30 to 1pm.

Another baby step in our Sunday worship.
From this Sunday a small singing group, from within our choir
members, will sing limited hymns and the Lord’s Prayer in our
Sunday services in a suitably distanced and safe fashion.
Currently the congregation is still unable to sing except within
hearts and minds, but humming is encouraged!
______________________________________________________________________________
St James School

St James Primary School children have now all returned, and it is wonderful to hear the excited
chatter and noise as they play outside which is just behind my garden office. I have missed
them a lot but have enjoyed bumping into many across the summer and hearing about what
they are up to.
Brian and I are looking forward to starting back with assemblies very soon but need to first
finish figuring out how we virtually will appear in school to many classes at once. We like a
challenge!
Louise

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St
James. Introducing Juliet:

Juliet can be found singing Alto in the choir and is a member of the PCC. Juliet and
her husband Ian moved to Weybridge in 1997 and in the past she was involved in
the Sunday School and the Children’s Society Committee.
Juliet has twin sons James and Daniel who live in London with their partners. Very
sadly Ian died in 2015 after a short illness. Juliet runs an Interior Design
consultancy.
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
•

Walking in the sunshine, by the river, with my dog Jasper.

Tell us something that few people know about you?
•

I have an MBA from Manchester Business School and used to be Banker.

David Bowie or Edward Elgar?
•

Edward Elgar and it has got to be “Nimrod”.

Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
•

"Do unto others as you would have them do unto you".

Where did you grow up?
•

I grew up in Hong Kong.

Best memory of childhood years?
•

Carefree days swimming at the beach, which was a ten-minute walk from our
house.

If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from
Jesus!) who would it be, and why?
•

The Quaker Elizabeth Fry, an early feminist who campaigned for better
conditions in prisons and care for the poor and homeless. She was an
important figure in giving women a higher profile in public affairs. I would
ask her about her faith and how it gave her the strength to fight against the
Victorian Establishment.

Favourite holiday destination?
•

The Maldives.

When are you happiest?
•

When I am with my sons and their partners.

One wish for yourself?
•

To always be able to sing and dance.

Thank you, Juliet.
______________________________________________________________________________
A date or two for your diary.
Covid-19 regulations meant that Louise’s original priesting date in July was cancelled but it has
now been rearranged to the 10 October. Because of numbers being restricted to 30, the
service will be live streamed, and details will follow should you wish to watch it.
Louise will preside for the first time on Sunday 11 October at St James’ at both services.
______________________________________________________________________________

Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle as you pray.
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for
data protection reasons):
Amelie, Eileen, Sally, Olivia, John,, Barbara, Janet, Trevor,
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret,
Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike,
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Gill, Ted, Roy, Janet, John.

We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including
Eileen Tuck R.I.P.

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do
pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Jill or
Annabelle to request a copy.
Submitted by J. Yeomans & H. Nichols
Saint Peter was manning the Pearly Gates when forty people from Liverpool showed up. Never
having previously seen any scousers at heaven's door, Saint Peter said he would have to check
with God. After hearing the news, God instructed him to admit the ten most virtuous people
from the group. A few minutes later, Saint Peter returned to God breathless and said, "They're
gone!"
"What? All of the scousers are gone?" asked God. "No!" replied Saint Peter. "The Pearly
Gates!"
PUT A SMILE BACK ON YOUR FACES
Now you’ve done that, keep it there – at least when you see what humour we have for you in
each Newsletter. We have permission from the editors to reproduce material from their bestselling volume “A Little Book of Humour”, which dominated book sales charts up and down the
land for a long time. A reprint is being considered, but until then – and to prevent black market
sales – we have successfully negotiated exclusive access to much of the remaining inventory, so
that you can obtain your copies at a knockdown price. We spoil you.
Buy a few (or more) copies for birthday or Christmas presents: all monies (only £5 a copy)
received will go to St James’ funds where the need is great currently.
It’s easy: just phone John Yeomans on 07785-331542 or Howard Nichols on 07956-542411 and
we’ll take your payment and get the books to you – by fair means or foul.

Endnotes
We are producing three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and
Thursday and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is also
available online.
Find us:
on Facebook, You Tube here or on our website at www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk
To subscribe to this newsletter please send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it. A more
print friendly version of this newsletter can be downloaded here.
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the
following will arrange an introduction:
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.
This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and the Reverend
Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

