Newsletter Friday 18th September 2020

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for the 15th Sunday after Trinity
Lord God,
defend your Church from all false teaching
and give to your people knowledge of your truth,
that we may enjoy eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Philippians 1:21 - end
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I
come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see
you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by
your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is
God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but
of suffering for him as well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and
now hear that I still have.
Matthew 20:1 - 16
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in
the marketplace; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So, they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock,
he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he
said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied
to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I
am generous?” So, the last will be first, and the first will be last.’

Change in timing of Second Eucharist Service to
11.15am.
In order to clean the church properly, for safety, we need a
longer space between the 10am and 11am services. The
11am service will therefore start 15 mins later at 11.15am.
One booking for each household is essential via the
following links: note both services follow the same format.
10am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk
11.15am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11-15am.eventbrite.co.uk

If you have any problems with booking online
please call Rev’d. Louise on 07974 018160 who will
acknowledge your booking by email, text or call.
Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to
the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or
online at any time via our web site.
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.

ROGER SCOTT R.I.P.
It is with a very heavy heart and personal sadness that I record formally the death of Roger
Scott, known to many as our ever-present Parish Administrator. Roger had been quite poorly
for some time and he left this life on Friday September 11th at The Woking Hospice.

For 12 years Roger served St. James, not just doing the office-stuff, which you would expect,
but often going that extra mile to sort out someone’s problem or request. He had his own
‘ministry’, here at St. James’ Church and we shall miss him. Not once did he ‘lose his cool’ on
any of the countless situations in which other mere mortals would have flipped. He resigned his
job at the end of July, and I know that he was delighted to hear that after due process, Niki
Moore was appointed his successor.
Roger leaves his wife, Tricia, and their children; Chris, Melissa, Richard, Robert, Rosie and their
respective families. He was a loyal servant of the church which he grew to love and respect and
a reliable colleague and friend. May he sing well in that lovely bass voice of his in those
heavenly places which, I had assured him, would be his eternal destination.
Please pray for him and those grieving his passing.
Brian
(Rector)
______________________________________________________________________________

Changes in our Sunday worship.
It was wonderful to hear some singing again in church this last
Sunday. Thank you to Lindsay, and the choir members who
make up the new singing groups, for making this happen.
Currently the congregation is not able to sing except within hearts and minds, but humming is
much encouraged!
______________________________________________________________________________
One more step along the road…
From the 23rd September the Wednesday morning celebration of the Eucharist will again take
place. Due to space constraints this will be in the main body of the church rather than the All
Souls Chapel. We do not envisage at this current time that pre-booking will be necessary, but
we will need to collect Test and Trace contact information in line with Government policy.
______________________________________________________________________________
Electoral Roll of St James’, Weybridge.
Notice is hereby given that the current Electoral Roll will be closed on 30 September. Should
you wish to be added to the Roll please collect an application form from church or apply to the
Parish Office and return the form promptly. Thank you.

Annual Parish Church Meeting (APCM) of St James’, Weybridge.
Notice is hereby given that the APCM will take place on the 18 October 2020 at 12.15pm inside
the church. Reports and papers will be available nearer the date online, but paper copies can be
requested.
Please let the Parish Office know if you intend to be present in person. If you are unable to
attend but wish to raise a question, these can directed to the Parish Office and will be raised on
your behalf at the meeting.
Parish Office Hours
These are 9.30am to 1pm, on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday.
Niki, our administrator, can be contacted on 01932 856399 or
stjamesweybridge@btinternet.com
______________________________________________________________________________

A move in the weather!
As we move into Autumn the temperature is dropping and church can feel a bit chilly inside,
but we need to keep the doors open to aid ventilation. Please think about an extra layer or
scarf or gloves as needed to keep warm. Thank you.

Foodbank and St James’.

We can once again accept donations for the Foodbank in church, items can be popped into the
bin at the back. Donations given will be taken weekly to the warehouse.
Current shortages are – custard (tins or tetrapaks), shampoo, laundry powder, pods or liquid
and kitchen roll. If you would like to learn more about our local Foodbank please visit their
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/foodbank.runnymede]
The church remains an agency that can refer people to the Foodbank (previously by issuing a
red voucher) through a new e-referral system. Please contact Louise or the Parish Office for
more details.
______________________________________________________________________________

Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St
James. Introducing Alan:

Alan has known Louise for 35 years after meeting in York Minister, married for 34 of those and with an
almost 18-year-old son Alex. Louise, being a country girl, persuaded us to move outside the M25 so it’s
rather amusing that we are now back inside it! I work in the field of hearing and audiology. You will find
me occasionally at 11am services and often at Music Nights. Lockdown gave us time to explore
Weybridge and we all enjoy walking the canal and riverside paths.
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
Making quite a lot of noise on my small collection of electric guitars
Tell us something that few people know about you?

I once tested the hearing of The Hon. Francis Urquhart PM (House of Cards, BBC) but I couldn’t possibly
comment further!
Clapton or Hendrix?
Unfair question!!! Dave Gilmour.
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote?
“Rock and Roll is an attitude, not an age” and, “the truth dear Brutus is not in our stars but in ourselves
that we are underlings”.
Where did you grow up?
On the riverfront in Limehouse, East London. I think ‘Call the Midwife’, captures that era so well.
Best memory of childhood years?
Battle of Britain day flypast every birthday, haircuts at Ching’s Chinese Barber Shop, digging for chalk on
the riverfront at Buchanan's Wharf in Three Colt Street and cuddles from my mum.
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be, and
why?
Judas to tell him that all is forgiven and that without him there would be no resurrection. Perhaps also the
Angel Gabriel, I am curious as to what he would be like.
Favourite holiday destination?
Disney’s Old Key West Resort, Florida, we love to visit Mickey Mouse.
When are you happiest?
4 or 5 thousand feet in the air in a rough 2 to 4 knot thermal above the Vale of Evesham, having fought
my way up there.
One wish for yourself?
I wish I could sing and play the guitar at the same time. I also wish that Louise would stop pulling the plug
out of my amp, it's only a meagre 1 watt. That's not much is it?

Thank you, Alan.
______________________________________________________________________________
A date or two for your diary.
Covid-19 regulations meant that Louise’s original priesting date in July was cancelled but it has
now been rearranged to the 10 October. Because of numbers being restricted to 30, the
service will be live streamed, and details will follow should you wish to watch it.
Louise will preside for the first time on Sunday 11th October at St James’ at both services.
______________________________________________________________________________

Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle as you pray.
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for
data protection reasons):
Amelie, Sally, Olivia, John, Barbara, Janet, Trevor, Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin,
Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike, Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Ted, Roy, Janet, John.
We continue to hold in our hearts and prayers the souls of the departed, including Eileen Tuck
and Roger Scott R.I.P.

______________________________________________________________________________
Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do
pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Jill or
Annabelle to request a copy.
______________________________________________________________________________
Church notices submitted by J. Yeomans & H. Nichols
The eighth graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7
PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
∞
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double
door at the side entrance.
∞
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My
Pledge – Now Up Yours'
PUT A SMILE BACK ON YOUR FACES
Now you’ve done that, keep it there – at least when you see what humour we have for you in
each Newsletter. We have permission from the editors to reproduce material from their bestselling volume “A Little Book of Humour”, which dominated book sales charts up and down the
land for a long time. A reprint is being considered, but until then – and to prevent black market
sales – we have successfully negotiated exclusive access to much of the remaining inventory, so
that you can obtain your copies at a knockdown price. We spoil you.
Buy a few (or more) copies for birthday or Christmas presents: all monies (only £5 a copy)
received will go to St James’ funds where the need is great currently.
It’s easy: just phone John Yeomans on 07785-331542 or Howard Nichols on 07956-542411 and
we’ll take your payment and get the books to you – by fair means or foul.
______________________________________________________________________________
Endnotes
We are producing three videos a week: thought and prayer for the day on Tuesdays and
Thursday and a recording of the Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is also
available online.
Find us on Facebook here, on You Tube here and on our web site at
www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk

Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it.
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the
following will arrange an introduction:
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847. This newsletter is brought
to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard
Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller, Victoria Scott and the Reverend Keith Elford.
Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

