Newsletter Saturday 22 August 2020

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for 11th Sunday after Trinity

God of glory,
the end of our searching,
help us to lay aside
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,
and to give all that we have
to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I
am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Messiah.
______________________________________________________________________________

Attending Church on a Sunday?
Please remember we only have room for 30
households at each service so that we can keep
you safe; a household can be one person if you are
coming alone, or a family of up to four people who
live together.
One booking for each household is essential via the
following links: note both services follow the same
format.
10am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk
11am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk

Financial donations towards the ministry and mission of St James’ can be made on Sundays to
the collection plates or electronically via a card reader; by cheque sent to the Parish Office or
online at any time via our web site.
We thank you and deeply appreciate all gifts given at this time.

The present – the story of Abraham and Isaac.
We have now added the story of “The Present - the story of Abraham and Isaac” to our Facebook
Page especially for children and the young at heart. A different story will be added weekly.

______________________________________________________________________________
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St James

Judy was born and raised in Lima, Peru, the youngest of three children. She has an MBA from
Simmons College and worked in pension management and banking. Judy married Scott in 1984
and they have two children, Camila and Christopher. They moved to Weybridge in 2002. She
loves cooking, teaching Spanish and supporting educational opportunities for children in Peru.
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?

Zumba
Tell us something that few people know about you?
When we were young, my brother Ruben and I hosted a weekly children's radio programme.
The Beatles or The Stones?
The Stones (and Oscar D'Leon)
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
John Wesley's
"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can."
Where did you grow up?
Lima, Peru
Best memory of childhood years?
Chewing on raw sugarcane fresh from our fruit garden.
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be,
and why?
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. I would ask her how she managed "to keep all things in her heart", I
would offer to lend a sympathetic ear and encourage her to "blow off some steam."
Favourite holiday destination?
A new one, never liked going to the same place year after year.
When are you happiest?
Dancing and eating papaya.
One wish for yourself?
A never-ending supply of freshly popped corn, salted, of course.
Thank you, Judy, now who shall we interview next week?
______________________________________________________________________________

St James’ Church in 1895-1900 – seen in print.
A wander through a church bookcase has revealed some fabulous magazines from 1895 to
1900, the Church Monthly – an illustrated magazine for home reading available throughout the
country. Interesting reading in themselves but hidden at the back are copies of the Weybridge
Parish Magazine for the same period, and these are fascinating for giving a brief look into the
life of Weybridge and the parish at that time.
Many things are the same, the details of services, times, hymns and announcements of
baptisms, marriages, and funerals. There are reports from all the varied committees and
missions within the church, supporting a diverse range of places both here in Weybridge and
overseas. Some of these no longer exist such as The Slate Club or the Church of England
Temperance Society but our local church was incredibly involved in trying to improve the lives
of so many people.
The Rector’s letter for the new year spoke of the achievements of 1894, a year that changed St
James’ Church. Parishioners subscribed £3,200 towards the costs of our new schools in
Weybridge and the “beautifying” of the chancel was completed at a cost of £5,000 thanks to “a
noble gift from noble-minded donors”. In Weybridge there was the first election for a body of
men to manage and control the civil affairs of the parish, “the old order has changed and given
way to the new”.
He closes with “if 1894 has been memorable in the annuals of our Parish history, make 1895
memorable in the history of your own souls by asking God, with earnest prayer, to write your
names in the Book of Life.”
Louise
(I will add some more snippets from our Parish History in future newsletters)
______________________________________________________________________________
Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle as you pray.
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for
data protection reasons):
Amelie, Eileen, Sally, Olivia, John,, Barbara, Janet, Trevor,
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret,
Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike,
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Gill, Ted, Roy, Janet, John, Elaine
RIP – Gill Keegan

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do
pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or
Annabelle to request a copy.
______________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by J. Yeomans Esq.
A Bible group study leader says to his group, “What would you do if you knew you only had four
weeks left before the great Judgment Day?”
A gentleman says,” I would go out into my community and minister the Gospel to those that
have not yet accepted the Lord into their lives.”
“Very good!” says the group leader.
One lady speaks up and says enthusiastically, “I would dedicate all of my remaining time to
serving God, my family, my church, and my fellow man with a greater conviction.”
“That's wonderful!” the group leader comments.
One gentleman in the back finally speaks up loudly and says, “I would go to my mother-in-law’s
house for the four weeks.”
The group leader asks, “Why your mother-in-law’s home?”
“Because that will make it the longest four weeks of my life!”
Endnotes
We are producing daily videos, including a thought for the day on Wednesdays and a Eucharist
on Sundays. News and further information is also available online.
Find us:
on Facebook
on You Tube
on our website
To subscribe to this newsletter, please send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it.
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the
following will arrange an introduction:
Chas Burston chasburston@yahoo.co.uk 01932 831837
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and the Reverend
Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

