Newsletter Friday 7 August 2020

Welcome to the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for 9th Sunday after Trinity
Gracious Father,
revive your Church in our day,
and make her holy,
strong and faithful,
for your glory’s sake,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person who does these
things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart,
“Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ’
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?
‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the
heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one
who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.’
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how
are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!’

Matthew 14:22-33
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far
from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them
on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a

ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do
not be afraid.’
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you
are the Son of God.’

Attending Church on a Sunday?
Please remember we only have room for 30
households at each service so that we can keep
you safe; a household can be one person if you are
coming alone, or a family of up to four people who
live together.
One booking for each household is essential via the
following links; note both services follow the same
format.
10am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-10am.eventbrite.co.uk
11am:
https://stjamesweybridge-eucharist-11am.eventbrite.co.uk

Captain of the storm.
We have now added the story of “Captain of the Storm” to our Facebook Page especially for
children and the young at heart. A different story will be added weekly and we welcome
suggestions of stories to read for you.

______________________________________________________________________________

Parish administrator required
What’s the big secret to keeping St James’ Church at the top of its game? Our Parish Administrator!
Bring your expertise and know-how to keep our church organised and provide service and support to
help parishioners and colleagues far and wide. Join our team and you’ll be in for real responsibility, real
challenges and real impact – after all, it’ll be your skills that play a vital part in keeping St James running
smoothly. http://www.stjamesweybridge.org.uk/parish-administrator-job-posting/

______________________________________________________________________________
Contributions for the newsletter
If you would like to write an article for this newsl etter we would be pleased to receive it. All
contributions will be considered for publication.

______________________________________________________________________________

The Nine Tailors
Back in May I wrote a piece about the oldest bell ringer in the world receiving Maundy money this year.
That bell ringer was Dennis Brock, tower captain of St Mary’s Sunbury-On-Thames for decades and
regular visitor to St James.

Sadly, he passed away in July aged 101.
To mark the occasion two of our bell ringers climbed the tower to ring the Nine Tailors.
Ironically, it was the first ringing for four months due to Covid-19 restrictions.
In days gone by, village communities would rely on the bells to announce the passing of village
residents. For the passing of a man nine strokes were rung followed by a pause, then the slow tolling of
single strokes (at half minute intervals) one for every year of his age. For a woman it was similar but only
six initial strokes were rung. People did not have such a long life expectancy in those days so it didn’t
take so long; we decided not to wait half a minute between strokes as it would’ve taken almost an hour!
We shall miss his cheerful presence in the bell tower as will many other local churches.
May he rest in peace.
Dennis Brock BEM OSM
1918 – 2020
Linda Strange
Tower Secretary

______________________________________________________________________________

The Parish Centre – update.
After a few months of the centre being shuttered and dark it is now taking small steps back to
being the busy vibrant place it used to be. Merry Go Round nursery returned in mid-June, and
many of our regular hirers are now speaking with us about returning. Use of the centre may be
different as people comply with the necessary changes to keep everyone safe, but it is
returning to life step by step. It is lovely to welcome people back.
______________________________________________________________________________
The happiest of flowers.

Colin drew my attention to this happy “accidental planting” found by the church storage shed,
and it’s too cheerful not to share!
A fabulous plant with such a long history, they have been around for millennia perhaps even as
early as 1,000BC. Originally cultivated as a food source; nutritious seeds and an oil for cooking,
but also used medicinally; the juice from the stems for treating wounds.
It has an unmistakeable sunlike appearance; even the petals are known as rays, and associated
with happiness, longevity and adoration. It has been used as a religious symbol in some native
societies, and today is often portrayed alongside uplifting or thoughtful quotes. It seems this
flower still has the power to move us, and it will always guarantee a smile.
I like the idea of a “sunflower faith”; as sunflowers move their heads tracking the sunshine so
can we as Christians keep moving and turning towards the light of Christ. As the sunflower
portrays the sun to people gazing on it, can we reflect Christ’s light by our actions and love
towards others?
Louise
______________________________________________________________________________
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St
James, introducing Donna Miller.

Donna has been at St James for 17 years. She is a 10 o’clock regular, reads lessons and serves
on the PCC, stewardship and communications groups. She relocated with Enterprise Rent-ACar, where she’s been employed for 30 years. Originally from California, Donna has also lived in
New Jersey and in Missouri prior to moving to the UK.
What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
Going out for a meal with friends – there’s nothing better than great food celebrated in
excellent company
Tell us something that few people know about you?
I am a keen body surfer – and have the scars on my knees and hips to prove it!
Joni Mitchell or Madonna?
Madonna! ‘Holiday’ takes me back to my university days in the early 1980’s in San Diego
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
The only difference between the saint and the sinner is that every saint has a past, and every
sinner has a future
Where did you grow up?
Corona del Mar, California
Best memory of childhood years?
Spending my childhood on the beach – my back garden. My friends would meet up at 9am and
we’d be on the beach until 6pm most days.
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would it be,
and why?
Ruth – I like her strong sense of family and that kindness was important to her
Favourite holiday destination?
European city breaks – I am a big fan of Amsterdam, Prague and Vienna
When are you happiest?
At the beach, under an umbrella, watching the waves, listening to the birds, with a good book
and an icy Diet Coke
One wish for yourself? I could do with a bit more patience….lock down has helped!
Thank you, Donna, now who shall we interview next week?

Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle as you pray.
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are given, for
data protection reasons):
Amelie, Eileen, Sally, Olivia, John,, Barbara, Janet, Trevor,
Camille, Gladys, Claus, Suzy, Denny, Sid, Clive, Robin, Margaret, Shirley, Wendy, Penny, Mike,
Robert, Janet, Jennifer, Keith, Ian, Clive, Gill, Ted, Roy, Janet, John

The recently departed, including Brian Clark and Kieron Wright RIP
______________________________________________________________________________

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all. Please do
pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook can be made
available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please contact Chas, Jill or
Annabelle to request a copy.
______________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by J. Yeomans Esq.
Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging about their fathers. The first boy says, “My Dad scribbles a
few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him £50.”
The second boy says, “That’s nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a
song, they give him £100.”
The third boy says, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes
eight people to collect all the money!”

______________________________________________________________________________
Endnotes
We are producing daily videos, including a thought for the day on Wednesdays and a Eucharist
on Sundays. News and further information is also available online.
Find us:
on Facebook, on You Tube and via our website
To subscribe to this newsletter send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access electronic
communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will arrange it.
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of the
following will arrange an introduction:
Chas Burston chasburston@yahoo.co.uk 01932 831837
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are the
Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and the Reverend
Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

