Newsletter Friday 4th July 2020

Welcome to the print version of the weekly St James’ newsletter.

The collect and readings for the fourth Sunday after Trinity
O God, the protector of all who trust in you,
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
increase and multiply upon us your mercy;
that with you as our ruler and guide
we may so pass through things temporal
that we lose not our hold on things eternal;
grant this, heavenly Father,
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Romans 7.15-25
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact, it is no longer
I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me,
that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer
I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
So, I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of
John, the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent
take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears[g] listen!
“But to what will I compare this generation. It is like children sitting in the marketplaces
and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
SUNDAY 5th JULY return to Church!
Without wishing to whinge, it has been a hard few days trying, with colleagues, to
manage the return to the Eucharist in Church this coming Sunday, July 5th. Not all the
issues encountered have been resolved. I beg of all who want to be part of this great
day of ending the Eucharistic fast that you will be flexible and understanding when
things maybe don’t go to plan. We will be safe.
Paramount in all of this will be the safety of all concerned. If it’s different, that probably
means the change has been made to solve a safety issue. So, no whingeing, please.
Be safe!
Okay so far? There will be two celebrations of the Eucharist on Sunday. One at 10 am –
doors opening at 9.45, and the other at 11 am – doors opening at 10.45.
30 households can be accommodated – and if you live on your own, that means you are
a household. Social distancing will be the order of the day. There will be no hymns but
there WILL be beautiful organ music.
2 metres is 6 feet and six inches, by the way!
Please enter the Church through the South Door. (= the one nearest the Parish Centre)
Sanitise your hands and keep 2 metres (6’6”) socially distanced from others.
You will be told where you can sit. We’re ‘loading’ the congregation from the front to the
back, so you may probably not be able to sit in your usual place, if you are a habitual
worshipper at St. James’.
Children will be welcome but must be supervised at all times – for safety reasons. No
books or toys will be available, again for best safety practice.
The Eucharist will be celebrated at the Nave Altar, but the actual distribution (in one
‘kind’ only – the consecrated wafer Host) from the Font area at the back of Church.

Please wait to be directed to go to receive Holy Communion and take with you your pew
sheet and any personal articles with you.
After receiving the Holy Communion or Blessing from the President, please leave,
safely, via the South OR North Door.
There will be collection plates at each door, should you wish to leave an offering.
Thank you for reading this carefully. If you know of anyone who wants to come to
Church but does not get the Newsletter, please share it with them.
At the end of this Newsletter you will see how you can book a seat easily for either the
10 or 11 am Eucharist using the Eventbrite website. I have used it myself – and it is
really friendly. If I can, you can! If it does get the better of you, you may contact the
Rev’d Louise Bishop on 07974 018160 who will accept your booking. Please note that
only one booking per household is required!
All of this is necessary if we are to be safe as we end our Eucharistic fast. Lessons will
be learned, and things will be better next time we meet to do what Jesus commanded
us, to celebrate a living sign of his presence with us in this world. Our food for the
journey of our lives.
With my prayers, and thanks for your patient understanding.
Brian

Please be aware that if you wish to attend one of these services you need to “book” via
the Eventbrite website at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-james-church-weybridge-11am-holy-eucharist-tickets112124312838 (for the 11.00am celebration)
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-james-church-weybridge-10am-holy-eucharist-tickets112122485372 for the 10.00 (for the 10.00am am celebration)
If you cannot access this web site, please phone Louise on 07974 018160.

______________________________________________________________________

Louise

By the time most of you read this Newsletter, our Curate, Louise Bishop and her family
will have been with us one year. Louise was ordained a Deacon this time last year and
therefore should be ordained Priest this Saturday. This coming Sunday had been
scheduled for her to preside at the Holy Eucharist for the first time.
That’s what should be happening! But you and I know that Covid 19 has changed many
things and ordinations have had to be postponed. Louise has been promised that she
will indeed be ordained Priest on October 10th this year and that her first Presidency will
be on 11th October. Deo volente! (God willing!)
I simply ask you all to pray for Louise and her family in these difficult times, thanking
God for all she, and Alan and Alex have brought to this Parish: time, talents, and a
fabulously strong sense of understanding what vocation means. In spite of the virus!
Louise, we wish you every blessing and joy as you prepare for your new ministry as a
Priest in the Church of God.
Brian Prothero,
Rector.

Private prayer in the church
A steady flow of people has visited the church for private prayer since we re-opened on
15 June. The church is open Monday to Saturday between 9 am and 12.30 pm
(Sunday mornings are now to be devoted to eucharistic services for limited numbers –
see above!). If you are in the town and have a few minutes to spare why not go into
church and enjoy the peace, quiet and coolness the building has to offer?
We continue to thank the cleaning team who work behind the scenes to make this
possible.
We are also extremely grateful to members of the parish who have volunteered to be
‘church sitters’ whilst the church is open. Visitors appreciate that there is a welcome
when they visit St James’ and the ‘sitters’ also play a vital role, just keeping an eye on
things! Many thanks to all of them. If anyone feels they would like to spend a few hours
‘sitting’ please get in touch with Jill or Chas.
______________________________________________________________________

The Singer – the sermon on the mount

We have now added the story of “The Singer” to our
Facebook Page especially for children and the young at
heart. A different story will be added weekly and we
welcome suggestions of stories to read for you.

______________________________________________________________________

Church Finances during the pandemic
St. James’ is in the invidious position of being caught in something of a pincer
movement.
On the one hand, most of our costs are fixed rather than variable, notably our
contribution to the diocese of approximately £105,000 per annum which is about 50% of
our total income, as well as the costs of insurances and salaries. On the other hand, our
income has a strong tendency towards the variable!
A major source of income (about 25% of the total) is from the lettings of the two halls
and, of course, this came to a complete and sudden stop in March. Similarly, casual

giving in the form of bag collections ended when services were suspended. Therefore,
the only remaining income has been from “Planned Giving” and we remain incredibly
grateful to all those people who contribute via either the highly successful Planned
Giving Scheme (PGS) or via conventional standing orders.
We understand completely that there are people who prefer to contribute on a weekly
basis in person and many of these people are also kind enough to Gift Aid their
donations but, after three months, we are now missing those contributions and we
would ask, if at all possible, that these accrued contributions might be made sooner
rather than later.
The good news is that we now have an online donations platform on our website if it is
convenient for the donors. It is very simple to use with a debit or credit card and you
have the option to Gift Aid your donation too if you are a UK taxpayer; this is a
significant bonus for us. Alternatively, cheques are still more than acceptable and can
be given to any of the Clergy, Churchwardens or posted to the Parish Office!
Thank you in anticipation of your welcome help to ensure St James remains an
essential part of the social and spiritual fabric of Weybridge.
The Finance Team
______________________________________________________________________

Rentstart

The effects of lockdown have affected every part of society from global events to local
charities. An example on our own doorsteps can be viewed using the link below.
Whilst the large charities are busy rethinking strategies, our own Rentstart just keep on
doing what they always do for those most in need at all times.
______________________________________________________________________
The Duchess of York
The Weybridge Society writes: “As the 6th August 2020 marks the 200th year since the
Duchess of York’s passing, several history buffs, royal fans and commemorators are
planning to raise a tribute to our famous resident. Should COVID lockdown measures
permit, a small tribute to her at the Monument or at her grave in St James’s churchyard
is thought to be an appropriate gesture to honour this local former member of the British

royal family and famous local resident. Anyone interested in joining the small group that
is forming, please contact the Weybridge Society at social@weybridgesociety.org.uk”
______________________________________________________________________

Introducing Simon Wilson
Our series in which we help you get to know some of the individuals associated with St
James’ a little better.

Simon has lived in Weybridge for 50 years. Now retired he used to work for
the BBC Film Department as a sound recordist. They covered everything
from documentaries to drama with the exception of news, requiring a great
deal of foreign travel. Simon is a member of the St James’ properties
committee and can be found either up a ladder or sorting out the PA.

What is one thing you love doing outside your day job?
Photography, for which I trained before specialising in sound
Tell us something that few people know about you?
I once had to sleep on the floor of a police station in Iran ( Persia as it was then ) with
David Attenbourgh and others while making a film on Persian carpets.
Supertramp or Chopin?
Supertramp
Favourite wise words/inspiring quote
Don’t let yesterday take up too much of today
Where did you grow up?
London and Esher
Best memory of childhood years?
Building a sailing dingy with my father
If you could meet any Christian figure of past or present (apart from Jesus!) who would
it be, and why?
One of the disciples, to ask what it was really like to give up everything and follow Jesus
around the country.

Favourite holiday destination?
Soller in Majorca
When are you happiest?
When all the family are together.
One wish for yourself?
Things get back to normal, so we can see my son and family in Australia.
Thank you, Simon, now who shall we interview next week? Or is there anyone willing to
volunteer?
______________________________________________________________________

Your Prayers are requested,
And you might like to light a candle here as you pray. [Howard can you insert the link
from last week please?]
Please remember in your prayers the following who are in need (first names only are
given, for data protection reasons):
Amelie

Clive

Eileen

Robin

Sally

Margaret

Olivia

Shirley

John

Wendy

Barbara

Penny

Janet

Mike

Trevor

Robert

Camille

Janet

Gladys

Jennifer

Claus

Keith

Suzy

Ian

Denny

Clive

Sid

Gill

Ted

Janet

Roy

Please especially remember Jane and Josh Cheasley and Ian McCaw in your prayers.

Daily Hope – a free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers available to all.
Please do pass this information onto those who would appreciate it.

NB - A copy of our own St James prayers and thoughts for the day on Facebook
can be made available on a CD for anyone who is unable to access the internet. Please
contact Chas, Jill or Annabelle to request a copy.

Submitted by J. Yeomans Esq.
At an ecumenical round-table discussion, various religious leaders tried to answer the
question "When does life start?"
"At conception," said the Catholic priest.
"No, no," said the Anglican Minister. "It begins at birth."
"It's in between," said the Baptist. "Life begins at 12 weeks when the foetus develops a
functional heartbeat."
"I disagree with all of you," said the rabbi. "Life begins when your last child leaves home
and takes the dog with him."
______________________________________________________________________
Endnotes
We are producing daily videos, including a thought for the day on Wednesdays and a
Eucharist on Sundays. News and further information is also available online.
Find us:
on Facebook here [link]
on You Tube here [link]
on our website [here]
To subscribe to this newsletter, send an email to dpo@stjamesweybridge.org.uk
Please print and deliver a copy of this email to people you know who can’t access
electronic communications – or let us know at the email address above and we will
arrange it. A more print friendly version of this newsletter can be downloaded here [link]
If you need assistance during this difficult time, there are people offering to help; any of
the following will arrange an introduction:
Chas Burston chasburston@yahoo.co.uk 01932 831837
Jill Wilson jillwilson133@gmail.com 01932 842069
Annabelle Yeomans annabelleyeomans@yahoo.co.uk 07786 434847.

This newsletter is brought to you by the Communications team at St. James. They are
the Reverend Louise Bishop, Howard Freeman, Gretchen Spalt, Donna Miller and the
Reverend Keith Elford. Comments and items for inclusion are welcomed.

